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FROM THE EDITORS
So many thoughtful and observant
contributions in this edition, but I
can’t believe no-one has mentioned
the poppies!

It has been the year of the
Papaveroideae.

In our own garden, we have had
poppies in the flower beds, poppies in
the wild garden, poppies on waste
ground, poppies among the bins,
poppies between the paving stones…
multiple species, the like of which we
have never seen before.

In the surrounding countryside, we
have all have seen poppies taking
over entire fields, abundant in
hedgerows and, to suit their name,
popping up in the most unlikely
corners.

The earth producing its own
remembrance of war and pestilence
100 years ago, a fluke of weather and
biology or a cheerful reminder of what
nature can do if given room to
breathe?

You choose.

Thank you to Olwen Goodwin for
the hollyhocks cover photo in this
edition.

David Jones, Editorial Team,
737748, news@hook-norton-

newsletter.co.uk

From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Tom Plank (formerly of Sibford Road) and Karen
Milne. On behalf of the village we send condolences to their families and friends.
Mason Vernon Robert Hillier and Erin Charlotte Parker were recently baptised at St
Peter’s. We wish them and their families joy and congratulations.
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OUR SUMMER BALL
On the evening of 7
June, at St Peter’s
church, the community
spirit of Hook Norton
really came alive. The
meeting up of old friends
and new showed how
good we are at having a
great time together. The
church played its part
too – looking beautiful
with the tables set for
the dinner, bedecked
with flowers and delicate
lighting. All the
ingredients for a
memorable evening.
It was a team of so
many working together –
Hook Norton brewery,
the Sun Inn (wow, delicious food), the village shop (beautiful flowers), Harbinder
(your drumming really set the scene for the evening), Michelle’s raffle for ‘Super
Ru’, the ‘no tools required’ musicians (great for our dancing) and not least… you;
you who came, supported and enjoyed a truly happy village affair!
Children’s Cancer & Leukaemia Group received £600. A magnificent sum of £6,000
was raised for St Peter’s church: never forget, this wonderful building of ours takes
so much to keep it in good repair and open every day.
Thank you from the team and a special thank you from us.

Rita Wheatley and Kevin Hope

HOOK NORTON SCHOOL PIRATE SHIP
The pupils, parents and staff of Hook Norton CEP School were devastated to
witness the thoughtless act of vandalism that occurred on the evening of 26 July,
resulting in the destruction by fire of our new and much-loved pirate ship and
other play equipment.

We have been deeply touched by the messages of support that we have received
from our fantastic Hook Norton community and beyond.

In response to the outpouring of support that we have received and the many
offers of donations, we have set up a 'gofundme' page to enable those that would
like to, to donate to our wonderful school: www.gofundme.com/f/hook-norton-
school-pirate-ship.

Although we are insured, we anticipate extra costs, and to know that there are
wonderful people who want to help us, will send a powerful message to our pupils
and our community.

Noelle Crouch, for Friends of Hook Norton School

STOP PRESS!
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
We started the school year with a
new kitchen, and we’re ending it
with a new play area. All our
children had input into what new
equipment to buy, and we’ve ended
up with five fun new options for
bouncing, balancing, and climbing
(pictured). We love getting
outdoors here at Great Rollright,
and now we’re enjoying it more
than ever. Also since the last issue:
Ecobricks: Our children made an
amazing 357 ecobricks, using
unwanted plastic, to help Fairytale
Farm build a new Turkey House, in

a project coordinated by the Co-
op. As the school that donated
the most bricks, we were given
the honour of cutting the ribbon
at the grand opening (pictured).
 Post from Africa: Our Yr 5 and
6 children were thrilled to
receive their first letters from
their new pen-pals in Uganda
(pictured).
Garden: The raised beds we
built over the winter and planted
this spring are now overflowing
with flowers and veg. We’ve
been enjoying eating our own

produce in our school dinners.
Opera: Our Yr 6 children spent an exciting day
working with members of the Longborough
Festival Opera to create their own version of
Donizetti’s Anna Bolena. Later they attended a
dress rehearsal of the opera at Longborough. This
is our fifth year of partnership with the Festival.
Open afternoon: Before the end of term we
welcomed parents into each classroom to chat
with teachers and TAs and admire all the fantastic
work on display. Parents and carers are strongly
encouraged to visit, to see first-hand all that we
have to offer. Please make an appointment by
calling us on 01608 737202. We look forward to
meeting you!

Michelle Hastings, Headteacher
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON – CAR CLUB
The wheels go round and round!
Let’s face it, owning and running a car doesn’t come cheap. Not only have you got
to pay for fuel, service and repair, insurance, road fund licence, tolls, congestion
charge and fines, then you’ve got the ‘silent robber’: depreciation. What is your car
worth when you come to sell it? Forecasting residual values, as accountants like to
call it, is a dark art. Who would have considered, three years ago, that diesel cars
would have fallen out of grace so rapidly? The used car market is founded on
confidence. That confidence can be rocked so easily by manufacturer activity, new
model launches or bad publicity, while Government and economic actions can also
knock the stuffing out of your used car value. Consider an average, medium-size
new car will cost you £25,000; it will probably not be worth half of that after three
years – that’s a loss of £4,000 per annum, or even more if you do a high mileage. A
modern motor car is a depreciating asset, and it is only classic cars that can
sometimes buck the trend, if you haven’t spent a fortune on renovation or repair.
Driving around North Oxfordshire, another silent robber appears. Well to be truthful,
when it occurs it’s not silent, as your car wheels crash into pot-holes. Yes it is the
perilous state of our road surfaces, mainly on the smaller roads. Countless years of
neglect, digging up for services and then infilling, water and frost damage, bodged
repairs on the cheap can all contribute to a dangerous and expensive motoring
incident. How many times have you experienced that sickening feeling when driving,
as you crash into an unseen pot-hole? You want to stop the car and ensure the tyre
is still attached to the rim, but then it feels OK so you continue on your journey. It’s
not until the tyre deflates that you realise you’re in trouble. It may not even deflate,
and the first time you realise you’ve got serious problems is at MOT, when the car
fails because of tyre or rim damage. Could be even worse… suspension damage.
Whilst it is easy to lay the blame on local councils with regard to their minor road
improvement program, some of this blame can also be attributed to car design. This
has changed
immeasurably
over the last 60
years, possibly
heralded by the
introduction of
the BMC Mini in
1959 with
transverse
engine front-
wheel drive. The
conventional
three-box
design saloon
gave way to
hatchbacks,
MPVs and now
SUVs. Styles
advanced rapidly: chrome bumpers changed to moulded plastic bodywork but, most
significantly, design styles changed wheels and tyres. The move to larger wheels has
brought an increase in diameter, and wider tyres but, most importantly, sidewall
profile has had to be reduced to enable the wheels to fit with the car design.
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County Fish & Chips
Mobile Caterers

MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton

Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.

Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON – CAR CLUB (contd)
Even with the current trend of tall SUVs (sport utility vehicles or 4 x 4), car
designers have followed the style of big diameter wheels with low profile tyres. Tyre
profile which used to be 80% of width can now be as low as 30%. This means their
impact absorbing properties are vastly reduced, especially when it comes to holes
and bumps in our roads. The result is damage to tyres and the inside of wheel rims.
It all adds up to increase expense when running a motor car.
In return for a low monthly subscription, joining the Hooky Car Club enables a
member to access a car based in Hook Norton (and Chipping Norton) and use it for
as many hours as you want. Charged by the hour (not day), with mileage rates from
as little as 20p, this car-share system is a practical and very cost-effective solution
to car ownership. Electric vehicles, along with estate and hatchback cars, make up
our fleet. Say goodbye to servicing, insurance, fuel, and depreciation costs, as well
as freeing up your money. We welcome new members at any time.

Anthony Ackner
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We’ve done those now!
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DANCING AROUND THE MAY POLE IN THE 1950'S

Miss Cross                Sun square 1950's                            Sun square 1938

While looking at the school maypole on display in the village museum the other day,
memories came flooding back of us dancing around it in the 1950's with Miss
(Annie) Cross in charge, playing music from an old gramophone.

I recall that, in readiness for May Day, many weeks of practice took place in the
school playground, with coaching from Miss Cross. 16 children took part – one for
each coloured streamer attached to the top of the pole.

The object of the exercise was for the 16 to dance around the pole, in time to
music, while each holding a streamer which created a spiral pattern down the pole.
Sounds simple enough but if like me you have two left feet, and you were more
concerned about crashing into someone else, it wasn't so easy.

Getting all 16 in one direction was one thing, but more advanced things were to
come, like eight children on an inner circle going in a clockwork direction and eight
in an outer circle going anti-clockwise. One issue was that, as we danced around,
the streamers got shorter, meaning the circles got smaller and the collision risk got
higher!

At first there were many collisions and hold-ups and, while Miss Cross tried to sort
out these issues, the gramophone spring would run down and she would have to
sprint over to the table and wind it back up again.

Next came the really advanced pattern whereby, on the way round, each opposing
circle intertwined with the other, making a really interesting pattern on the pole.
Then, my brother tells me, there was a routine known as ‘the spider's web’. Here,
instead of winding around the pole, the dancers performed a more difficult pattern
so that the streamers formed a lattice shape off the pole, hence spider's web.

I don't remember that one so maybe I just danced in the lower divisions? The days
of practice seemingly paid off for, as far as I can remember, we all performed on
May Day itself with not so much as a grazed knee! My country dancing days came
to an end in 1957 when I moved up to Hook Norton secondary school.

The pole in the museum appears to be a later model than the one featured in the
1938 image above (from the museum). The 1938 one appears to be from a piece of
planed square timber whereas the museum one is from a fairly straight slender tree
trunk. Both accommodate 16 dancers. Happy days!

James Tobin
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
In this issue, we focus on Hook Norton Junior Cricket Club, a
thriving and successful group of young village cricketers. This
extract from the Oxfordshire Cricket Newsletter gives a taste of their
vitality:
‘The 2019 Oxfordshire Vitality Ul9s T20 Blast season got underway
last night (11 July) at The Bourne ground, with the hosts facing Banbury. [Put in to

bat] HN's innings got off to a bad
start with an early run out
attempting a quick single, George
Welch being the unlucky batsman.
There was then a brisk stand
between Tsering Sherpa-Moore
and James Ingham taking the
score to 39 before the loss of the
second wicket. The bulk of the
Hooky runs came in a fourth
wicket stand of 67 between Max
Harris and Oscar Raisebeck, ended
by a fine catch from Morgan to
dismiss Harris for 48 making the
score 122-4 off 15.4 overs. Hooky
tried to push the score as high as

they could, but were pegged back by fine bowling, finishing on 148-9.
Banbury's reply got off to the worst possible start, Max Harris removing Ali Short in
the first over with a lovely delivery that hit the top of off stump. [Banbury] then dug
in and had taken the score to 49-1 when James Ingham bowled Ollie Morgan for 21.
Kieran Churchill was then removed two overs later by James Ingham for 18, and
wickets continued to fall at regular intervals, with Will Ingham producing excellent
figures of 4-0-1-2. A defiant 15 from Seb Finch was ended when Max Harris took a
stunning one handed catch to end the Banbury innings, 90 all out. Exciting cricket
played in a great spirit’

Three of our young
players have been
singled out for honours
at county level: Pickle
Harris plays in
Oxfordshire U15s and
u17s and William
Hutchinson and Will
Ingham have been
selected to play for the
Oxfordshire U15s and are
representing the county
on tour at Bromsgrove in
July.
If anyone is interested in
joining our thriving junior

cricket section, from minis through to u19s, please contact Jeff Hutchinson on:
07496 817303.             Julia Ingham
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46 The Green, South Bar Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AB

Tel: 01295 253211
Fax: 01295 273069

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

www.hancocks-legal.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON WI
At our May meeting, Analiza Jones gave members a most interesting talk about
ladies' bags etc. that are made by hand in The Philippines from natural fibres. She
showed us slides and video clips to demonstrate how very intensive the procedure is
to prepare the fibres. We had the opportunity to buy a variety of beautifully woven,
bright-coloured bags that are not available on the High Street. No two were exactly
alike, as the weavers do not follow a pattern.
In June, David Willatts gave us a talk on his cruise of the Galapagos Islands. He
showed us some amazing photos of the wildlife, and explained how each island has
different species. The number of tourists is strictly controlled to prevent an excess
of visitors.
Summer Lunch: We returned to Wychwood Golf Club and, as usual, enjoyed good
food and entertaining company.
June also saw us back at Shirley's for a Pimm's evening. The sun shone on us, and
we took part in various ‘guessing the numbers’ games. We were all given a number
and had the chance to win from a variety of prizes. Thanks again to Shirley for
letting us gather in her interesting garden.
Our Summer Outing this year is to Worcester, including a river trip on 23 July.

Chris Town

HOLIDAY QUIZ – AUGUST 2019
Welcome to the latest prize quiz/brain teaser, which asks you to answer clues to the
names of seasonal songs, TV shows and films! For those who would like to enter the
prize draw, please place your completed quiz in an envelope marked ‘QUIZ’, with
£2, and post it into St Peter’s donations box (immediately on the right as you enter
church) before 1 SEPTEMBER. I hope you enjoy!

Kevin Hope
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THE 26˧˦˨˦˩˨ HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
Despite dire weather
predictions, the 26th Hooky
Beer Festival got away with it
again, and enjoyed ‘ideal
drinking conditions’: ‘cloudy but
warm’ brightened to ‘fairly
decent’, which became a sunny
evening and the crowds came
out. Camping numbers were
down but more people arrived
by car (thank you designated
drivers) and taxi. As always, we
are very grateful for the 120+
barrels donated by brewers
country-wide. Judging from
what was left on Sunday morning, I congratulate you all on your efforts. It will take
us a little time to work out how much we can give away but all those who lent a
hand are welcome to attend our donations evening on 8 November at the Brewery
Visitor Centre.
This year we also held our inaugural tug-of-war tournament: eight teams of varying
pedigree who all pulled against each other. Teams included Hook Norton Ladies
Netball, HN Cycling Club, The Incredibelles (a team of village ladies), a motley
collection of individuals from around HN High St, an international bandana-wearing
family team here to celebrate a 50th birthday, both ladies’ and men’s teams from
Blackwell, south Bristol, and the eventual winners… Banbury Rugby Club, who won
six out of seven pulls but lost against a combined ladies team (all 16 of them).
Great gusto and commitment from all! We will be doing it again next year (early
discussions suggest fancy dress is the way to go!), so get your team applications in
early to info@hookybeerfest.co.uk. All abilities, ages, genders, fashion statements,
etc. more than welcome! Thank you to Nick Harrison and Alex Tebbs for organising
it.
Thanks, as always, to Pete Watkins for organising a great musical accompaniment,
and to all the bands who give their time for free for this event.
There is a great satisfaction in contributing towards the success of the festival.
Luckily, there are many who are happy to help; so, thank you to everyone, from
those with the ‘glamour jobs’ of beer pouring and music-making, via the heavy-
lifting of setting up/dismantling stillage, erecting fences and tents, to the less
enticing jobs of beer collector, ticket seller, merchandise seller, litter picker the
morning after the night before (well done Beavers, Brownies and Cubs), entry pack
preparer (thank you Guides) and parking attendant (cheers Hook Norton Veterans
Football Club). First Aid was covered by local first responders, led by James Clarke,
who are happy to provide training and advice in the village. Also, thank you to Nigel
Matthews – who is always our ‘go to’ man if anything breaks, doesn’t work or
doesn’t turn up. Rupert Holdsworth also deserves multiple mentions, for his work on
collecting the full barrels from the breweries, providing a chilled van to keep the
prosecco at drinking temperature, and helping with the Sunday morning clean up
with the Cubs. Without the commitment of all the people involved it wouldn’t be the
festival it has become.
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THE 26˧˦˨˦˩˨ HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES (contd)
As you see, there are plenty of opportunities to get involved – we always need more
people. Follow us on Facebook Group and Page (Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales)
and Twitter (@hookybeerfest) for up to date information. Or drop us an email at
info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
Please put next year’s date in your diary – Saturday, 18 July 2020.
PS: A lot of people asked me what the glass design this year signified. We struggled
to think of anything particularly auspicious so settled on the Rugby World Cup in
Japan and only realised it was the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing after
the glasses had been produced – doh! However it did get a mention on the festival
t-shirt. We still have some left, so email if you want to buy one. All reasonable ideas
for next year’s festival glass design considered!

Hugh Robertson, info@hookybeerfest.co.uk

Haytime and Sweet-smelling Air

If nostalgia could be bottled, it would smell of fresh-made hay. The origins of the
English language can be traced back 6000 years to part of the Russian/Ukranian
steppe, north of the Black and Caspian seas, and a bronze-age people who first
domesticated animals and learned to use horses to pull wagons (and war-chariots!)
It’s hard to believe they did not soon after come up with the idea of the hay-cart. The
sense that haytime is a symbol of summer abundance and well-being remains with
us today – well-captured in the eighteenth century poem ‘Haymaking’ by John Clare
from which I stole my heading, and in this fine picture by Tristan Koch, taken on the
fields north of the village en route the The Gate Hangs High.

 David Jones
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
Hi Hooky. Let me start with some good news: I’ve seen a lot less dog poo around
the village recently! Hooray! Now this means that either more folk are ‘picking up’
(in which case, thanks for coming on board) or all the irresponsible dog-walkers
have left the village… I hope this trend continues and that our lovely village will,
eventually, be dog-poo free. � The free poo bags are still disappearing faster than I
can put them out, and several people have reported to me that they’ve seen
someone taking a handful. Please remember that it is the responsibility of each
individual, to buy their own bags, and that the free bags are for ‘emergency’ use.
Thank you.
To all you lovely people that read this article, please spread the word about the
‘Lost Property’ box in the front of the village shop. I emptied it in April, and yet,
already, it is over-flowing across the shop floor. There is a huge assortment of
personal possessions in the box, and on the window ledge, and it all belongs to
someone. Please remind children to take their clothes home after playing in the
playground, and would the person who found the child’s scooter, and removed it
from the playground, please return to the village shop, where the owner is hoping
to retrieve it. Thank you.
Could all car drivers please be considerate when parking, especially on the roads
around the school, as not only does bad parking affect local residents, but it is also
a hazard for parents and children crossing the road. And tyres on grass verges wear
away the grass and leave unsightly ruts. A little thought can go a long way towards
helping to keep our lovely village looking good.
I’d like to thank all the people – too many to name here – for their offers of help
with looking after the village and also to all you unsung heroes who quietly go about
tidying and litter-picking as you go. You know who you are. �   If any villagers feel
the urge to maintain your neighbourhood, or anyone else’s, for that matter, please
do. It’s a growing village and takes a lot of upkeep.
On a more serious note, I recently bumped into a chap from Cherwell DC, who had
been called to the village, on a hoax, with reports of undesirable items left in the
playground. This, unfortunately, is a waste of council time and money, which could
have been better spent elsewhere. If you wish to report antisocial behaviour,
please, either call 111 or, if you prefer, contact me and I will report it. But, please,
don’t waste tax-payers money on hoax calls. Thank you.
And don’t forget, the Memorial Hall is available for hire, so if you’re planning a party
or event, please contact the Parish Clerk for details.
Wishing you all a pleasant summer. See you around.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We hope that the display of spring flowers was enjoyed by all the visitors to the
cemetery. We are always grateful for bulb contributions.
A park bench has been renovated and will be installed near the top gate in the next
two weeks. I wish to thank Melvyn Riley, Chris Taylor. Shaun McHugh, and Anthony
Ackner for their help.
We recently installed a tool station with three watering cans. If you use them please
kindly return them to the station. Thanks again to the team for keeping the
cemetery in good order.          John E Blackham
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Our award-winning B&B ‘The Old School’ in
Little Compton seeks morning weekend help
- join our happy team to help with housekeeping /
breakfast cover.
www.theoldschoolbedandbreakfast.com

Ideally you will be experienced in a similar role to appreciate
the stamina required, but I’d love to hear from any conscientious person who takes a
personal pride in maintaining high standards of care and attention, is comfortable
meeting new people, has a nice sense of humour, a tidy appearance and a profession-
al,   flexible attitude. The position is not ideally suited for casual holiday work, more
long-term...thorough training is given to ease you in.

Hours are @8.30 – 12.30pm most Saturdays and Bank Holidays - hours may be less
during low season, but you may also be happy to do ‘ad hoc’ random weekday
mornings or occasionally swap a Saturday for a Sunday etc. I have a flexible, happy
team who go that extra mile........Excellent rate of pay dependent on experience.

Could job share every other weekend if that helps two like-minded chums...

I’d love to hear from you - Wendy on 01608 674 588 (up to 8pm – or leave contact
details on answer phone) or email wendy@theoldschoolbedandbreakfast.com.
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SMALLS FOR ALL – BIG RESULT
Congratulations to
everyone who has
turned out their
drawers to contribute
to this charity. Our
W.I. target was to
collect 100 Bras and
Pants to
commemorate the
100th anniversary of
the Oxfordshire
Women's Institute.
The final total was:
 251 BRAS and 260 PANTS
This means that over 500 items will be sent to Africa from Hook Norton.
It has been great fun collecting these items. My family were very amused when I
attended a Brass Band Concert in church and, at the interval, the main topic of my
conversation was enquiries about how many bras I had collected. We also had a
Bras and Pimms Party on a lovely summer evening, where this photo shows part of
our collection. Many thanks again for your donations.

Margaret Gardner, Hook Norton W.I. Secretary

HOOKY PLAYERS
Hooky Players Amateur
Dramatics group made its
founder, Dr Brian Rider,
Honorary President at a
celebration tea on Sunday,
9 June. Brian created
Hooky Players in 2000,
and directed many of the

35 productions staged in the Hook
Norton Memorial Hall. Many
members past and present
attended the event and
reminisced about past plays and
pantomimes, including ‘Dracula,
The Panto’, ‘Blithe Spirit’,
‘Murdered To Death’, and Brian’s
own pantomime, ‘St George &
The Dragon’.
A splendid time was had by all,
washed down with tea and
champagne in the afternoon sun!

Karen Smith, Chair, Hooky
Players
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
I am always thrilled at the discovery of a ‘new’ artist: Bartolomé Bermejo! An
exhibition of only seven of his works at the National Gallery shows him to have been
the Master of the Spanish Renaissance – yet barely mentioned in the history of art.
His works are in fact art history at its best, rich in both colour and background. It
closes 29 September.
Much in the headlines has been the Guyana-born British artist Frank Bowling; a
retrospective of his work at Tate Britain runs to 26 August. It is a delight to look at
these big, bright and often beautiful abstract paintings, and wonder how he has
been overlooked. Another explosion of colour greets you at the Barbican’s Lee
Krasner exhibition – to 1 September. She was married to Jackson Pollock, and her
position as a woman, wife and then, at 47, a widow of a modernist giant did mean
that for much of her career, though admired, she was somewhat overlooked. Now
we can see her creativity, as she grew in stature while her husband descended into
alcoholism and final death in a car crash.
The Royal West of England Academy in Bristol has an intriguing exhibition on how
painters and sculptors throughout history have been inspired by fire. ‘Fire: Flashes
to Ashes in British Art 1692-2019’ shows how we are drawn to fire. Think of
Turner’s 1834 depiction of the excited crowds watching the Palace of Westminster
burn! For me the high point is Joseph Wright of Derby’s pyrotechnic drama of an
erupting volcano: ‘Vesuvius in Eruption, with a View over the Islands in the Bay of
Naples’. It runs to 1 September.
The MK Gallery at Milton Keynes is also creating powerful visions – this time with a
Paula Rego retrospective to 22 September. The paintings show the psychological
darkness at the heart of her best work. For us the viewers, there is desperation,
tenderness, fear and cruelty in ‘Paula Rego: Obedience and Defiance’ that makes it
un-ignorable and unmissable. Rego is now 84, a graduate of the Slade School of
Art, a Dame of the British Empire, and the creator of the murals for the National
Gallery restaurant. But don’t let that fool you; she is at her best when roused – as
when she lived in Portugal under the fascist dictator Salazar, and created
astonishing fierceness in those first political pictures.
Tate Modern has a rare show of the works of the Russian artist Natalia Goncharova
– to 8 September. She blazed a trail with her experimental approach to art and
design. After leading the Russian avant-garde, her bold and innovative work
influenced the art movements of the 20th century when she moved to Paris.
Space only for a quick rise of the theatre curtain: at Stratford we can see two fine
productions: ‘Measure for Measure’ in the main theatre (to 29 August) provides a
compelling production, with all sorts of contemporary resonances in what one critic
describes as a ‘tragicomic thriller’! Then in the Swan another oddly described
production, is the 1682 play by Thomas Otway, ‘Venice Preserved’; a ‘techno-noir
tragedy of family misfortune’. You have to go to see what that means! Sadly, I
missed the well-reviewed, Regent’s Park Open Air production of ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’, but the Bridge Theatre has an equally enticing showing, to 31
August: ’Midsummer madness that lets you dream too!’. A happy prospect in these
divisive times!
Finally, we go full circle with the announcement that Sondheim’s ‘Sunday in the
Park with George’ is showing for a limited season at the Savoy Theatre. There you
have one of my favourite painters, George Seurat, once again on the stage. A
colourful and happy end indeed.         John Wheatley
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk 

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to 
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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BREWERY CELEBRATION EVENTS
Help us Celebrate 170 years of Beer and Brewing in Hooky!
As you are probably aware, the brewery is 170 years old this year. We are
celebrating this achievement with a number of events in September: On Saturday,
14 September, we are lighting up the brewery (literally!) and ‘Partying Like It’s
1849’, with live music. On Sunday, 15 September, we are having a ‘Sunday Funday
Brewery Open Day’, and would like this to be a real village celebration. We would
love to have as many local businesses, societies, sports clubs etc. involved as
possible. We plan a relaxed day, with free entry, beer, music and street food. The
event will take place in the brewery yard and fields at the back, with a whole host
of attractions and activities – there’s even a dog show! If you would like to come
along and represent your business/club/society, we would be delighted! Come and
showcase what you do, and let’s have a real celebration of the village and the
amazing community we are so lucky to live in. No costs involved, just you and your
time!
If you are interested, please contact sharon.kane@hooky.co.uk. Can we make this
the biggest gathering of local organisations the village has ever seen?

Mark Graham, Brewery Marketing Manager

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
We may be basking in the sun in July but the keen gardeners in the village are
carefully tending their vegetable plots and nurturing plants ready for the Hook
Norton Garden Club Show. The Show will take place on Saturday, 14
September at the Hook Norton School and is open to anyone in the village. If you
are interested in taking part, please pick up a schedule from the shop or library, or
look on the village website for the full details.
Registration is at the Memorial Hall on Wednesday, 11 September 7–8pm. Staging
is 9.30am–12.30pm on Saturday and the show is open to the public 2.15–4pm.
If you are not showing, it will be great to have your support in the afternoon, and to
share a cup of tea and admire the exhibits!

Sian Arnold, 730263, sianrarnold@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
We are about to begin another campaign in the Witney and District senior football
league. Last season was a good one, with a great end product. We’d like to build on
that with another great season. The season ended on a high, with us both winning
the cup and gaining promotion to division 2! This season could be more of a
challenge, but one I’m sure we will rise to.
Unfortunately the fixtures are released on a monthly basis so we don’t have any
yet, but we have a few friendlies taking place over the next few weeks. Keep an eye
on our twitter page for these announcements (@fchooknorton)
In September we are being visited by ‘the groundhoppers’. A group of grass roots
football fans who regularly take weekend coach trips to different parts of the
country (and parts of Europe too I believe) to watch the games. There are
approximately 200 people usually participating. We have been chosen to host them
on Friday 13 September. There will be food and an outside bar. We’re hoping to
brew a special beer for the event.  Here’s to a good season and I hope to see some
of you there.          Chris Tate-Davies, Chair
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WILDLIFE NOTES
We have some spectacular photographs this time so we are making them as large
as we can on this and the following page. Whilst on a walk near Cow Lane, Terry
Swainbank was lucky to see a lapwing with a chick in the middle of the road.
Thanks to Terry for the photograph (below). I spotted a grey heron on the pond on
Redlands Farm behind Ironstone Hollow when I was out one afternoon. It took flight
on my approach. On another occasion a hare ran across the road in front of me as I
drove up South Hill. Rabbits seem to be making a comeback following the outbreak
of Viral Haemorrhagic Disease (VHD2) I mentioned in the April Newsletter.
Returning to avians, a family of grey wagtails were recently seen at the foot of Bell
Hill close to the Rop Stream near where the fish and chip van sets up.
Finally, to insects (photos on next page): Phil Barton sent me the colourful photo of
a tiger moth which recently alighted in her garden. And Lucy Coltman took the
spectacular picture of a Plume moth (or ‘T moth’) on land beyond Pant Hill farm,
towards Whichford.
As usual, please continue to send me details of your wildlife sightings no matter
how great or small.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

Lapwing, green plover or ‘peewit’
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WILDLIFE NOTES (contd)

Tiger moth

Plume or T moth
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BAPTIST BANTER
Sometimes, we can feel that we have an
impossible task or situation ahead of us. It
can feel so overwhelming we may even
consider giving up or running away from it.
That was certainly the feeling when I saw the
predicted costs of the chapel renovation from
our architect!
Our church gathering is typically between
twenty and thirty folk each week, and those
who have committed to be part of the church
fellowship number a little over thirty, so you may understand that to consider a
renovation program of over £300,000 can seem a little daunting. But I found myself
being preached at by my architect telling me that God would provide the resources
needed to renovate the chapel, and that it would be a great witness to the
community when He does!
I was reminded of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Hebrews chapter 1, verse 1 & 2
‘And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, ² fixing our eyes on
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.’ You see, it so easy just to give up, to
throw in the towel, to choose something easier, but that is not God’s way. He wants
us to trust Him and to persevere. Paul explains that we keep our eye fixed on Jesus,
on His teachings, and following His ways, we will succeed.
In his final letter to his friend Timothy, he wrote ‘I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that
day – and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.’ (2 Tim
4:7-8). Paul recognized that he would soon die but rejoiced that he had kept his
faith through ‘thick and thin’.
We may feel that we have great challenges ahead of us, but faith can be a great
comfort and encouragement. For Christians, we know that we have a heavenly
Father who loves us and cares for us and, if we follow His guidance and trust in
Him, He will see us through the darkest storms.
I would like to thank everyone who came and supported our Variety Show on
Saturday, 13 July, and those talented people who provided us with fun and
entertainment. I hope you enjoyed the desserts afterwards. Through your support
that evening, we managed to raise £650 toward our renovation fund, of which 10%
we will give to our other worthy causes, such as the orphanage we support in
Bangalore. We have a few more events planned in the coming months, so if you
want would like to join us you would be more than welcome.
Future Events
A Concert by Gospel Bell on Friday, 6 September at 7pm.
A Harvest Ploughman’s Supper followed by an Art & Craft Auction – Saturday, 28
September at 7pm.
Tickets available from Jane Whitaker, 730453 or janewhitaker2006@yahoo.co.uk
Check out www.hookybaptist.org.uk/ for service information.

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, hookypastor@gmail.com
 @HookyPastor
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WIRELESS IN HOOK NORTON
The so-called ‘Golden Age of Radio’ was from around the
late 1920's until the 1950's and, for those that could
afford a Wireless set, it brought entertainment into their
living rooms like never before.
Although the supply of electricity in Hook Norton started
in 1927 it would be some years before the whole village
was connected. This meant that many villagers buying a
Wireless set early on would need to buy a battery-powered model. Typical perhaps
were my Grandparents, who were not connected to mains electricity until late on. In

1937, they decided to purchase a new Wireless, and
bought a battery model from Trinder Bros in High
Street Banbury. The chosen set was a Murphy B31
shown above. This cost them £6.10s
(£6.50), which would have
represented roughly a month’s
wages at the time. It was powered
by a 120-150 volt battery – larger
than a house brick – plus a 2 volt
accumulator, or wet battery. Gramp

would always mark the date on a new main battery from Gaddes
the Ironmongers to check how long it lasted! The accumulator had
to be recharged now and then and I can remember it being taken
to Mr Gulliver's in Sibford Road, where he had a charging bench in
an old railway carriage in his garden. A few days later we would go
back and collect our charged accumulator and pay him 6d (2.5p).
Eventually, the coming of widespread mains electricity meant an
end of battery-powered models, but Gramp's battery set appears
to have lasted well into the 1950's, as well I remember we had to keep very quiet
while the football results came through at teatime on Saturday as he checked his
football coupon! Eventually, of course television would take over.

James Tobin

Dry battery

Wet battery

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The Local History Group is still on its summer break; however, the programme for
our 2019/20 season has been finalised. Our opening speaker on 3 September will
be Simon Denham talking about Crime and Punishment in Victorian Britain. Simon is
a member of the part-time tutor panel of Oxford University’s Continuing Education
Department, where he teaches courses on the Victorian Period.
The speaker for October is Bill King who makes a welcome return to the village. The
subject of his talk is Industrial Archaeology in Garage, Shed and Attic. Sounds very
interesting!
Subscriptions are due at the time of the first meeting; however, as usual, I will
write to members this month inviting them to rejoin for the new season. New
members are most welcome, the annual subscription is £10. The group meets in
Hook Norton Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street at 7.30pm from September to
May, inclusive. Further information can be obtained from me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112
Email: office@solefunerals.co.uk
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
We draw to the end of another school year at Hook Norton, where we say good-bye
to our Year 6 children and wish them
well as they move to the next stage
of their education. They are all ready
and prepared, sad to leave but eager
to embrace new challenges and
adventures ahead. We send them
with our best wishes for the future,
secure in the knowledge that we have
done our very best to equip them for
life.
We have had our usual action-packed
year, with visits to and from Sweden,
Windsor Castle, Yenworthy Lodge,
PGL, Kenilworth castle and Hill End,
to name but a few. We have enjoyed
being a Stone Age person for a day, a Viking for a day, cooked like Ancient
Egyptians, learned how to mummify bodies, grown carrots and radishes, built
models, cooked on campfires, raced around in the forest and, in between, we have
been learning about fronted adverbials, co-ordinates, fractions, long division, the
water cycle, electricity, tag rugby, dance, singing… the list is endless!
We welcomed our new reverend, Janet Faull, and we had a church inspection that
said: ‘Each pupil is treated as an individual and, through ‘Live, Love, Care, Think,
Learn and Dare’, they develop a love of learning and enthusiasm for life. The

school’s broad, vibrant curriculum is shaped by
its Christian vision’. Extra-curricular activities
have included chess club, netball, arts-and-
crafts, maths, all kinds of sports, cooking,
recorders and choir.
Our new Daily Mile track has proved its worth –
we won the Chipping Norton Partnership of
Schools Virtual Marathon (our 26 best times for
the mile were totted up). Lani Tanner broke the
record for the mile in her category.
This is my last piece for the Village News as I
am hanging up my chalk after sixteen years at
the helm of this wonderful school. I have
treasured memories of my time here and I
leave knowing that this is a school to be proud
of. Thank you to the local community for your
support over the years: Hook Norton Low
Carbon, Heath Allotment Trust, St Peter’s
Church, the Baptist Church, the Brewery, the
Pottery, the Village Shop, Incredible Edible,
Hook Norton Low Carbon, FOHNS and M@C

(and anyone else I have failed to mention!)
Over and out!

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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DEREK’S WALK
Derek Jones completes 31 gruelling hours on the London2Brighton walk.

While most of us were enjoying a relaxing Bank Holiday
weekend, Hooky resident Derek Jones was pushing himself
through all of Saturday and half of Sunday to complete the
gruelling London2Brighton non-stop walk, breaking only
for refreshments. As if that was not arduous enough,
Derek also has Parkinson’s Disease, so he was dealing
with the challenge of
managing his medication
along the way.
He was accompanied by his
partner, Riz and their dog,
Charlie, for the beginning and
the end of the walk, and said
afterwards ‘I honestly could
not have done it without all
the support I received,
especially Riz for dragging

me over the last 20km and the wonderful surprise of
seeing my lovely daughter, Holly, at 90km. To
everyone out there, you'll have no idea how much your
messages and donations helped in the dark moments,
and there were many… mostly from 2km to 100km!’
Derek beat his £1,000 for his chosen charity, Banbury
& District Samaritans. As a new volunteer, he is well-
placed to see the value of the work Samaritans do,
and is keen to do his bit to help raise the £32,000 that
his branch needs each year to continue its vital work of being there, night and day,
for people who need someone to listen.
He says ‘When your ego tells you that you've done enough training, just pause. Try
instead listening to the wisdom of your long suffering partner. Because, my friends,
your ego is not telling the truth!’ Learn more about Banbury Samaritans, and how
you can help them, at www.samaritans.org/branches/banbury/

Davina Birkbeck, Samaritans, davinabanburysams@gmail.com

Volunteer with Citizens Advice West Oxfordshire
…and make a difference! You don’t need previous experience to join 
Citizens Advice as a volunteer because we provide all the training and 
support required. We can offer a variety of roles to suit your needs and 
interests, and you get the chance to develop new skills and meet new 
people from a range of backgrounds. As a volunteer, it can be very 
satisfying to know you help make a real difference to the lives of local 
people. If you can spare half a day or more a week we’d love to hear from 
you. To find out more visit www.citizensadvicewestoxon.org.uk, call 
01993 892068 or email training@citizensadvicewestoxon.org.uk.

Adrian Watts, Citizens Advice
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FAREWELL MAJOR – GENTLE GIANT
Major, the shire horse at the brewery, has sadly
recently passed away. This gentle giant worked
loyally in Hooky for 16 of his 22 years, helping
deliver beer the traditional way to the local pubs,
as well as parading with his trusted partner
Nelson at various events and shows across the
U.K.
Over the years, Major was kept busy not only
delivering beer but also doing T.V. work with
Penelope Keith in her Hidden Villages series, and
ferrying Griff Rhys Jones around in Griff’s Great
Britain. In 2014, he even appeared on a Royal
Mail Stamp in a special edition featuring working
horses. He was a firm favourite with all the staff
and visitors to the brewery and will be sorely
missed.
Brewery MD James Clarke said, ‘Major had a good
working life, but perhaps most importantly he was
a great friend to Roger and Elizabeth, and met so
many of our visitors, bringing happiness to so
many. He is sadly missed, but very fondly
remembered’
‘A beer brewed in his honour will be available in
the week leading up to, and at, The Hook Norton
Festival of Fine Ales, an event which Major
attended over many years. We’ll raise a glass to
Major, and 50 pence from every pint will be donated to The Shire Horse Society.
‘Major Force’ will take pride of place in the brewery’s selection of beers at the
upcoming Festival of Fine Ales on Saturday, 20 July, from 12 noon. Tickets available
on the day – just turn up and enjoy!’

David Jones – based on a brewery press release

Hooky Singers – Autumn Term Dates
4 September to 4 December 2019 

(Half term 30 October)
Hook Norton Primary School, Sibford Rd 

Wednesdays 7.30–9pm
£4 per night or £36 per term. First night free.

This term we have brand new songs, a reprise of old
favourites and preparing for Christmas carol singing

around the village with a social gathering
afterwards. Please join us.

For more information see www.hook-norton.org.uk/groups/hooky-singers/,
email us at sing@hookysingers.uk or come along on Wednesday evening
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Hooky Movie Nights 2019/2020

Loving Vincent – the first film of the season

September 21  LOVING VINCENT
Dorita Kobeila and Hugh Welchman.  UK/Poland/USA, 2017.  12A
This is a cinema first: the film was shot with actors, and then each of its
64,OOO frames were lovingly painted over by a team of 120 artists in a style
which pays homage to Van Gogh’s greatest works of art, from Starry Night to
Sunflowers. One year after Vincent van Gogh's presumed suicide, a postman’s
son delivers the artist’s last letter to Van Gogh’s brother. The contents of the
letter cast doubt upon the true nature of Vincent Van Gogh’s demise. ‘One of
the most beautiful films of 2017’ – Empire magazine
October 5   HAPPY AS LAZZARO
Alice Rohrwacher.  Italy, 2018.  PG13
Set in an isolated village in Italy, this is a time-twisting, magical-realist tale of
a family of share croppers who live under the tyrannical yoke of a corrupt
tobacco magnate, the terrible Marchesa Alfonsina de Luna – ‘the Queen of
cigarettes’. One of the villagers is Lazzaro, whose innocence and saint-like
purity draw the attention of a young nobleman. ‘Alice Rohrwacher’s
supernatural folk tale of the birth of modern Italy is as sublime as it is
beautiful’ – Time Out



October 19  3 FACES
Jafar Panahi.  Iran, 2018.  15
This is the celebrated director’s fourth film since he received a 20-year ban
on travel and film making from the Iranian government. A film director,
played by Panahi himself, receives a phone video message from a young girl,
apparently about to hang herself because her parents are crushing her
dreams of being an actress. The director drops his current project and,
accompanied by his leading actress, travels to the girl’s village to investigate.
‘An immersive, intelligent road movie that becomes a political allegory’ –
New York Times
November 2  SING STREET
John Carney.  Ireland, 2016.  12A
A bitter-sweet but ultimately heart-warming tale of a teenager’s passion for
both music and a mysterious girl. Set in 1980s recession-ridden Dublin, this
semi-autobiographical film tells the story of fourteen year old Conor, who
forms a band with his school-friends to impress the mysterious girl, and to
forget about his parents’ crumbling marriage. Together, the boys make
wacky videos and write songs inspired by the great bands of the time: The
Cure, The Jam, Spandau Ballet and more. ‘Sing Street is the most romantic
movie you’ll find anywhere these days, brimming over with music, fun and
the thrill of first love’ – Rolling Stone
November 23  HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE
Taika Waititi.  New Zealand, 2016.  12A
Ricky is a troubled orphan who has spent his childhood with a series of foster
parents. Hec is his grizzled, oddball foster uncle. The two fall foul of the
authorities and are compelled to escape together into the great New Zealand
wilderness. The two rejected loners grow to be united against the authorities
that hunt them down. ‘This big-hearted comedy-adventure movie is an off-
kilter charmer, full of small, understated magic moments’ – The Guardian
December 7  SHOPLIFTERS
Hirokazu Kore-eda.  Japan, 2018.  15
This winner of The Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival was inspired by a
Tokyo newspaper report about a large family of thieves headed by a Fagin-
like mastermind. However, the director avoids the lurid potential of such a
story and instead gives us an intricate and nuanced family drama in the
classical Japanese style. ‘It is a movie made up of delicate brushstrokes:
details, moments, looks and smiles… a rich, satisfying and deeply intelligent
film’ – The Guardian



January 4   EMBRACE OF THE SERPENT
Ciro Guerra.  Columbia, 2015.  12A
Strongly reminiscent of Fitzcarraldo and Apocalypse Now, Guerro’s
extraordinary film uses two time frames to tell the stories of white explorers’
quests for the yakruna – a sacred plant said to have healing properties.
Filmed in the Amazonia region of Columbia, Embrace of the Serpent is an art
movie that grips like a thriller. ‘An anthropological adventure, character
mystery and teemingly rich tribute to a lost world, Ciro
Guerra’s monochrome heart-of-darkness fable is a stunner’ – Sight and Sound
January 18  CAPERNAUM
Nadine Labaki.  Lebanon, 2018.  15
Capernaum (which means chaos) is a powerful, heart-wrenching film about a
Beirut street-kid that makes a Ken Loach movie seem like a cheerful romp.
Having run away from his abusive parents, and after many harrowing
experiences on the streets, young Zain ends up in prison. There, enraged by
his parents’ behaviour, he instigates legal action against them for giving birth
to him. ‘The sorrow inherent in this tale would be unbearable without the
film's flashes of humor and performances by a cast of non-professionals that
are moving beyond measure’ – Rolling Stone
February 14 & 15 HNFS: 1980-2020
We’re screening five great films over two days to celebrate forty years of
Hook Norton Film Society. Our festival includes a Saturday morning show for
children. Please see the insert in the HNFS brochure for details
March 7   I’VE LOVED YOU SO LONG
Philippe Claudel.  France/Canada, 2008.  12A
Two sisters, Juliette, and Leah are re-united for the first time in fifteen years.
When Juliette goes to live with Leah and her family, the truth gradually
emerges: Juliette has been in prison for a crime so terrible that her parents
tried to forget that she ever existed. ‘Kirstin Scott Thomas delivers the
performance of her career, slowly inhabiting her character with vitality and
warmth as she shrugs off the judgments of others and the grim shackles of
her past.’ – Empire magazine
March 21   THE DEATH OF STALIN
Armando Iannucci.  UK, 2107.  15
When the tyrannical Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin drops dead, his sycophantic
underlings engage in a frantic power struggle to be the next Soviet leader.
Simon Russell Beale as Beria leads a distinguished cast in this highly
entertaining dark political comedy. ‘Every gag in The Death of Stalin, is
girded with fear. The humour is so black that it might have been pumped out
of the ground’ – The New Yorker



April 4    LEAVE NO TRACE
Debra Granik.  USA, 2018.  PG
The title of this highly-praised film refers to the lifestyle of Will, an army
veteran with PTSD, and Thom, his 14 year old daughter; both live off-grid in a
vast public park in Oregon, regularly moving camp to escape detection. Will
is determined to maintain this survivalist existence forever but Thom is
intrigued by her glimpses of normal life, and likes what she sees. ‘A low-key
drama about cultural and generational divides that is alternately gripping
and melancholic, but always shot through with the unmistakable ring of
truth’ – The Guardian
April 18   DOUBLE INDEMNITY
Billy Wilder.  USA, 1944  PG
Once more, we close with a famous Hollywood classic. Starring Barbara
Stanwyck and Fred MacMurray, Double Indemnity is possibly the most
stylishly hard-boiled film noir of the entire genre: ‘No, I never loved you
Walter – not you or anybody else. I'm rotten to the heart. I used you, just as
you said. That's all you ever meant to me. Until a minute ago, when I couldn't
fire that second shot.’ Enjoy.

Sing Street – November 2

Details of membership can be found in the society’s brochure, which will be
distributed in August. You will also be able to read more about the films, and
watch the trailers on the village website.

Alasdair Brown
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HOOKY ALTERNATIVE RACE FOR LIFE
Save the date
The 10th Hooky Alternative Race for Life will take place on
Sunday, 6 October, 3pm, at The Sun Inn. Over the past nine
years, our pink runners have raised over £13,800 for Cancer
Research UK! Please join us this year to help take the total over
£15,000.
Entry forms will be available in the village in September but feel
free to contact me if you want to secure your place early!

Gill Begnor, gillbegnor@live.co.uk

HOOK NORTON
COMMUNITY
SMALLHOLDING
The new pigs are coming along well. If
anyone would like to place an order for
meat, please contact me.

David McGill, 737103,
scotlandend@btinternet.com



44



45

HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON

Open meeting and AGM
Featuring a speaker from Cosy Homes Oxfordshire
Cosy Homes Oxfordshire is a collaborative project between the Low Carbon Hub,
National Energy Foundation and RetrofitWorks.
The aim is to develop an eco-renovation or domestic retrofit service in Oxfordshire
that will help home owners to improve the energy efficiency of their homes, cut carbon
emissions and reduce energy bills. It can help from small jobs like improving insulation
to larger, whole-house measures.
Come and find out more at the HNLC Open Meeting on 24 September, 7.30pm, at the
Brewery.
www.hn-lc.org.uk www.cosyhomesoxfordshire.org

Cathy Ryan, catherine.ryan@hn-lc.org.uk
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SAFARI SUPPER
Saturday 14 September 2019

We’re going to be on Safari again! We have a full quota
of hosts (thank you so much) and just have a few
spaces left for anyone who would like to take part as a
guest. Guests pay £22.50 per head, which includes
canapés and fizz to start, main course and dessert;
what a bargain!

The evening will start with everyone meeting at 6.45pm
for fizz and canapés at a central location. This is where
you will be given the details of the destination to head
to for your main course. As you finish your main
course, your host will announce details of your dessert
venue, and everyone will move on to their next
destination. All locations will be within walking distance, and we’ll end up at the Sun
for a catch up and a natter. Each couple will need to take two bottles of wine on
safari (or whatever you’d prefer to drink): one bottle for your main course table and
one for your dessert table.

To book ‘a place at a table’, email your request to safarisupper@live.co.uk, after
making your online payment directly into our account at HSBC: Hooky Safari
Supper, sort code 40-17-19, account number 11528645. Please include the
details in the form below in your email. Alternatively, you can use the tear off
slip below and deliver it to Jo Green at Petra Cottage, Netting Street, and enclose a
cheque payable to Hooky Safari Supper. No cash thank you.

Any questions – please email safarisupper@live.co.uk.

Kevin Hope and the Safari Supper Team, Becky, David & Jo

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If paying by cheque, please complete and include this slip in the envelope;
if online, please include these details in your email

Name(s)   Postal address

Mobile number   Email address

Please delete as appropriate:

I/we would like one/two tickets & enclose payment of £22.50 / £45

Number of vegetarians:  Number of vegans:

Other specific dietary requirements:
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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Hook Norton Walking Trail
Following the notice in the June edition, the winner of the walking trail ‘jackpot’ 
is Julie Wood – on behalf of Hook Norton Guides – who will receive £27. Hook 
Norton School will receive £121.
The Walking Trail has been suspended for the time being. Look out for its 
return in the future. Thanks to all who bought a copy and took part.

Kevin and Hazel Hope

SUMMER PUZZLE SOLUTION
The flower names in the wordsearch are highlighted below. I hope you found them
all.                                          Kevin and Hazel Hope
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Re-surfacing of our courts

We now have three brand-new, resurfaced Tiger Turf Advantage Pro tennis courts!
They are great to play on. Whether you are looking for social tennis or to play in
one of our teams in the Banbury League, do come and check us out. Visitors are
welcome at club sessions – Tuesdays and Fridays from 7pm and Sundays from
10am. We are a friendly, welcoming club. Full regular weekly junior program of
coaching for all age groups, plus school holiday courses. Adult coaching for
individuals and groups, including a regular Adult Improvers group at 6pm on
Tuesdays. Pro rata rates for new members joining part way through the season.
See www.hooknortontennis.com
Matches
At the time of writing, the results of the summer Banbury league matches were: A
team 5th in Div 1; B team 3rd in Div 2; C team 2nd in Div 4, and D team 7th in Div
4.
Junior coaching sessions: Coaching Programme, 29 July to 22 August
The coaching timetable is as follows:
Monday to Friday:
Tots    (3–5 year olds)  9–9.30am
Mini Red   (5–8 year olds)  9.30–10.30am
Mini Orange  (8–9 year olds)  10.30–11.30am
Mini Green 1  (10 year olds)  11.30am–12.30pm
Junior    (11+ year olds)  12.30–1.30pm
Contact Marc Gilkes for further details.
Events
A Ladies Tournament is planned for Thursday, 8 August

Elaine Priestley

Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880, 
merrymoons@me.com or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or 
www.hooknortontennis.com
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Villa El Dorado / Villa Margarita
● Sleeps 8/6
● 4/3 Bedrooms – two/one en-suite.
● 10 by 5 / 8 by 4 metre heated pool
● Full air con, wi fi, UK TV

See our face book page:
www.facebook.com/turpinslodgeholiday
accommodation

or web site :- www.luxuryvillasjavea.com
for availability and price list.

The outside facilities in both villas
are superb.
● Outside kitchen with full size fridge,

sink, ice maker.
● Full Size Spanish tiled BBQ.
● Hard wood sun loungers with
     mattresses.
● Outside sofas and coffee tables.
● Hard wood dining tables and chairs.
● Villa Margarita has a pizza oven.
● El Dorado has a dishwasher in the

outdoor kitchen. Want to book ? Ring us on 01608 737033
or 07971 882292 or e mail
carolinecatling@btconnect.com

Confirm availability and book on line
with a card or direct transfer.

10% Discount
Voucher

Check our web site for 
availability and booking.

www.luxuryvillasjavea.com

SSti
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NEWS FROM ST PETER’S
As newcomers to the village, Martin
and I have received a truly fabulous
and generous welcome.

The Rectory is nearly all unpacked and
we are beginning to recognise faces
and learn names, although we still need
a little help!

The Service of Induction at St Peter’s,
led by Bishop Colin, was a whole
community affair.

A huge thank-you to all who came, and
especially to those from the village
groups who officially welcomed me
within the service.

I am Rector for everyone in the village
and not only for those who attend the
church, so please don’t hesitate to get
in touch about anything, or just invite
me for a cuppa or coffee and share
something of the village ways as you
find it.

In June, the church hosted the occasion of the Summer Ball, an exciting evening of
dinner and dance, raising money for both the ‘Super Ru’ Charity (Children’s Cancer
and Leukaemia) and the church.

Our thanks go to John and Rita Wheatley and their team.

There was also a Strawberry Tea at the home of Angel and Phil Powell, again raising
money for the church; thanks also to them.

In July, we worshipped together with Hook Norton Baptists and Wigginton
Methodists for a Songs of Praise Service, accompanied by the Hook Norton Brass
Band.

We meet on the evening of the 11th of each month to pray with our friends from
the Baptist and Methodist Churches; do join us.

There is a rota for the venues, so please ask where we meet before setting off.

At St Peter’s we have celebrated Pentecost Sunday and Trinity Sunday,
remembering at both how God chooses to draw close to give us courage, comfort
and guidance for the days ahead.

We also celebrated our Patronal Sunday, marking the inspirational life of Saint
Peter.

Our next run of special services will be our Harvest Services, held in each of our
four benefice churches. St Peter’s is on 22 September at 10am. Save the date!

Revd Janet Faull, 737995, Rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk



54

Lee Mullins
Painter / Decorator

Interior and Exterior
Domestic and Commercial

Honest, experienced, reliable
Competitive Pricing / Fully Insured
Over 85 reference always supplied

Free Quotations
Tel; 07815 288909 / 01295 264117
Email; lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT
Fantastic News: We are delighted to announce that the
Community Housing Project has successfully reached its next
milestone. The Executive Group on Cherwell District Council have
met and formally approved the transfer of ownership of the land for
the site to the newly formed Hook Norton Community Land Trust
(HNCLT), subject to us obtaining planning permission and
demonstrating financial viability of the project.
We would like to thank the council for showing consistent faith in the project and
being open and receptive to the benefits of community-led housing, and particularly
the affordable and sustainable aspects that make our project distinctive. The details
of the transfer are still being finalised but they are within a scope that will enable
the project to go ahead.
HNCLT, which is the legal body that will take the project forward to completion, is
now registered and set up, and we will soon be seeking other board members to
contribute ideas and help in the running and decision making to propel this exciting
project to fruition. We are particularly interested in anyone who might have
experience in community housing or housing development; so, if you are passionate
about the Hooky Community Housing project and can spare some time to attend
monthly meetings, please let me know and we can arrange an informal meeting.
The next step is for the Architectural Design team at Charlie Luxton Design to put
together a pre-planning application in order to solve any major issues prior to
submitting a full planning
application early in the new
year. Charlie Luxton Design
have produced concept
drawings based on the
conclusions from previous
community consultation
meetings and the results have
been exhibited at several
recent events and always
stimulate discussion and curiosity.
Given that the design of the homes will be shaped by the needs of the community,
we hope that the next round of community engagement and consultation will take
place in early autumn, and I anticipate a palpable air of excitement as the project
comes a step closer to fulfilment. We will be launching a Community Share Offer
later in the year, and will be in touch with more information about that nearer the
time.
Hook Norton Community Housing Project has grown from the grass roots up and,
now that everything is poised for the next stage, it will be the energy and
commitment demonstrated by the community that will keep the project developing.

Cathy Ryan, Community Engagement Project Manager,
catherine.ryan@lowcarbonhub.org
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Old Dairy Poultry
Broom barn, Cradle farm

Wigginton, Banbury, OX154LF
Mob : 07530543456

Email : olddairypoultry@aol.com
The home of
pure breed
and hybrid
chickens,

ducks, geese
and guinea

fowl
Suppliers of poultry
feed, bedding and

equipment

Poultry coops and runs
available

Point of lay poultry
from £15

Day old chicks
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
May: £100 D Shepley Cuthbert / £25 K Hope / £25 J McCormick
June: £100 J Page / £25 R Cooke / £25 C Hopkins

Mark Taylor, 730089

SCHOLARS’ GATE
At the June meeting of the Parish Council, objections were raised against the
signage and flags sited within the new estate. The estate was referred to by the
Parish Council as ‘land on Sibford Road’. Even more unsightly, however, is the
regular appearance of copious amounts of grass cuttings dumped near the entrance
of the estate.

Bridget Mair, The Glebe
Editor’s Note: Bridget’s submission also referred to the name ‘Scholars’ Gate’ and
some doubt having been expressed about whether or not this might be changed.
After discussion with the developers, I can confirm that ‘Scholars’ Gate’ is really just
a marketing term and will not form part of the address of the new properties on the
Post Office address file. Each of the new roads on the estate will have its own name,
and the properties have addresses such as ’99 Pinfold Close, Hook Norton’.
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GIRLGUIDING IN HOOK NORTON
Girlguiding in Hook Norton has had a great outdoor term, involving ideas from the
new programme that they are now following. The girls are having lots of
opportunities, taking part in many different activities and events, not only in their
own meetings, but
with other units.
Hook Norton
Rainbows have
had a fun and
eventful summer
term. They enjoyed
a fantastic cricket
skills session led by
Louisa and Chloe
Houseman and Paul
White. They took
part in a bee
themed scavenger
hunt with Stephanie
Klejdys from
Incredible Edible
Hooky. The girls
had a tour of Hook
Norton Fire Station
and its fire engine,
and even got the
chance to operate
the fire hoses (many thanks to Dan Weeks, James Beadle and Nigel Matthews) –
see photos. Kate and Rosie said, ‘As you can see, they make the most of our
fantastic community, and are thankful to the kind volunteers who give their time to
Rainbows’.
This term the Hook Norton Brownies have welcomed four new Brownies, taken
part in the annual village litter-pick, tried their hands at sewing a little gift for
Father’s Day, and visited Warriner School Farm to talk about owls and dissect owl
pellets, and discover what they’ve been eating. They have also had an evening on
map-reading, becoming
an inventor, games
involving water on
Whichford green, and
finishing on Monday with
their annual trip to the
Lido in Chipping Norton.
They said goodbye to
Isabella and Emma, who
have attended a few
taster sessions at Guides
and will be starting in
September. Vicky and Ady
and the Brownies wish
them the best of luck.
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GIRLGUIDING IN HOOK NORTON (contd)
Sue and Lynne report: Hooky Guides have been busy, starting at the beginning of
term with St George’s day parade in Banbury, with a good turn-out from our
Guides. The Guides joined the Rainbows, Brownies and Rangers at the Annual
Litter-pick. They sent some girls to the bivouac and breakfast to Jubilee House on
the outskirts of Oxford, without a leader, and for some guides this was their first
experience of Guiding and camping. In SATs week, the girls did a craft to relax,
they did ‘Bowled Over’ (from our new programme: ‘Express Myself’). The main
outdoor event this year was our Cherwell Division Camp at Horley Scout Camp in
June, which was attended by over 100 girls from the area. This was an amazing
event, giving the girls a great opportunity to meet other Guides from the Division.
To finish off the term, the Guides have done sailing, canoeing and a treasure hunt
around the village. The last session, Hook Norton joined up with Bloxham Guides to
the woods – cooking and singing around a camp fire. The Guides are off to
Supanova in November and the Big Gig in October, so lots more to look forward to.
Hook Norton Rangers have
had a disjointed but fun term,
with many of the girls studying
and taking their final school
exams. Katie would like to
thank all the girls in Rangers
for the enthusiasm and
excitement that they have
given the meetings over the
last few years and wish them
all the best in their next
journey as they leave school
and move onto pastures new.
A note from me: It has been
lovely to see the seven young
ladies be a part of Rainbows,
Brownies, Guides and Rangers
in the village and hope that
they remember that the
Girlguiding door is always
open – and maybe these
young girls could be the adult
leaders of the future! Thank
you and good luck to you all.
A massive thank you to all the
leaders in Hook Norton (and
to Jenny and Sue who help me
support the leaders in the district), who offer the girls a great opportunity to have
fun at their meetings and events – meeting lots of new friends and hopefully
learning lots of life skills! Volunteering really is very rewarding and if you would like
to find out more, please do get in touch. To the leaders, thank you and enjoy a very
well-earned summer break to re-charge your batteries.

Julie Wood, Swere Valley District Commissioner,
on Behalf of Hook Norton Girlguiding, swerevalleydc@gmail.com
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors, and Working Group Assignments
Notice of Uncontested Elections

Two vacancies exist on the Parish Council following an uncontested election in
May:

�� Are you interested in local current affairs?
�� Do you wish to serve your community?
�� Could you provide a voice for residents?

If you feel like you would like to get involved in making decisions about your local
community, and make a significant contribution to the area in which you live, then
this is the position for you! Meetings are held every second Thursday of the month
at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall (no meeting in August).
Applications are invited by anyone on the electoral register for the parish who is and
has been living in or within a three mile radius of the parish for the whole of the last
12 months. If you are interested in becoming a Hook Norton Parish Councillor,
please contact me.
Minutes of Parish Council Meetings can be found on the Parish Council website
www.hnpc.org.uk
Allotments: If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact
me, giving your name, address and telephone number.
Dogs: Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs on leads in the cemetery and play
area. The Parish Council has provided a number of dog bins. Please use them to
dispose of excrement left by your animal. To report an offence, visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Potholes: Residents are urged to report potholes directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Planning details can be found on the Parish Council noticeboards, in the Parish
Council Minutes on the village website, or on Cherwell District Council’s planning
portal. Cherwell District Council consults the Parish Council on planning applications
but the Parish Council is just ‘one voice’ and can object to an application on
planning grounds only. It does not have the authority to approve planning
applications or Tree Works. This is the responsibility of the District Council or the
County Council. If you object to a planning application, please send your objection
to Cherwell District Council in writing or via its Planning Portal.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk

Amanda Watkins, Chair amanda.watkins@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Allison Hicks, Vice-Chair allison.hicks@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Nathan Matthews nathan.matthews@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Danny Duggan danny.duggan@hnpc.org.uk Cemetery and 

Allotments
Derek Brotherston derek.brotherston@hnpc.org.uk War Memorial Hall
Janeen Wilson janeen.wilson@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
Diana Porter diana.porter@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Jonathan Muller jonathan.muller@hnpc.org.uk Recreation
David Shepherd david.shepherd@hnpc.org.uk Environment
Parish Clerk rosemary.watts@hnpc.org.uk
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REGISTERED CHILDMINDER IN HOOK NORTON HAS VACANCIES

32 years' experience
FULLY INSURED

OFSTED REGISTERED
NVQ Level 3 Qualified

First Aid Trained

For more details contact JO MOULDER, 01608 737644 / 07870 290285

Ray Pearce Painting! - Get It Done!

I am a former professional chef who has taken up the paint brush instead
of a kitchen knife!

My kitchen skills mean that I am meticulous, pay attention to detail, am
thorough, reliable, and used to hard work.

I can prepare your walls and woodwork ready for painting, paint
effectively and cleanly and create a perfect finish to transform your home.

Tel: 07799 572809 / 01295 780598
helpearce@googlemail.com

Fully insured

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037

mailto:helpearce@googlemail.com
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON BIG VEGGIE LUNCH
The Big Veggie Lunch on Sunday, 9 June was
a great success, and proved that community
spirit is alive and thriving in Hooky. It just
shows that you can get a serious message
across about changing habits to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and have a great
time.
The day was the result of an amazing wealth
of talent in the community; people who were
prepared to share their skills. We would like
to thank everyone who brought and shared
food and all those who contributed to make

such a relaxed and fun atmosphere. Pete Joyner and Di Henderson demonstrated
that veggie and vegan food is not
only delicious but can be made
simply at home by all of us. Pete’s
curry recipes are available on our
web site. Not every village has a
dentist with a Bhangra band but
Harbinder and his band, Dholshow,
stunned everyone with their brilliant,
vibrant drumming. Bev Gray and her
band brought the convivial
atmosphere to life with their
beautiful blend of folk and rock.

The ‘Great
Hooky
Cake Off’
judges
were better
than the real ones, and
a huge thanks to them
for being such good
sports. It was really
nice to welcome
Banbury Woodcraft Folk
and we hope to sustain
links with them and
provide support in
setting up a low carbon
group. Thanks also to

Inez Rahtz for running the up-cycling workshop, which produced some remarkable
transformations – one little girl made a whole dress out of re-cycled fabric scraps.
Thanks to everyone who lent us tables and gazebos, and who helped run the stalls,
and especially to the inspiring and hard-working core team. If you haven’t seen our
fab video (thanks to Oxford Digital Media) take a look on our web site or youtube:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcGowkRPSPs / www.hn-lc.org.uk/big-veggie-lunch

Cathy Ryan, catherine.ryan@hn-lc.org.uk
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CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE
The theatre is to stage ‘Skylight’ – a hugely
successful and popular play by the much-lauded
David Hare – set in the mid-nineties. A time that
seems, on the surface, to be so close to the
present as to be almost interchangeable. And yet
the world was so utterly different. Not only does
the story inherently rely on mobile phones not
existing and every house in the country still
having a copy of the Yellow Pages, it also seems
to exist in a world of lost innocence.
However, John Terry, the play’s director believes
that the play is not only relevant today, but
perhaps in a very different way to its first
performances. ‘I think the thing that resonates in
2019’ he says, ‘is the very idea of two people who
love each other, who are attracted to each other,
and yet think so fundamentally differently about
the world. We live in a time when people cannot
understand how their partner, or their parent, or
their sibling or friend can see the world so differently from them. We don’t
understand why people we think we know act – or vote – in the way that they do.’
Performances 11–21 September.

Tess Biles, Marketing Manager
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS
5 & 6 July 2019. It was good to see many
new faces along with our regulars at the
23rd annual Hook Norton charity music
festival. The festival has donated more than
£75,000 to local and national charities and hosted icons of the British music
industry. This year we welcomed Dr Feelgood: 90 minutes of high-octane,
professional British rhythm-and-blues.

All the music this year was high calibre. On Friday, The Seven O Clock Junkies and
Bruiser along with blues soloist Greg Brice. On Saturday, the fabulous Hooky
Singers made their first ever public performance and we were thrilled by the
Dholshow Indian drummers. In the folk genre, we welcomed back Folklaw and for
the first time at MAC, Man The Lifeboats and Daria Kulesh. Rock, rhythm and blues
was supremely supplied by Lori Seeton and The Stealers and Sunfly. We were
transported back to 1980’s synthesiser music with Synthmachine. All of this and
then Dr Feelgood –
wow!
The Hook Norton
Charitable
Association would like
to say a big special
thank-you to our
sponsors Banbury
Plant Hire, Hook
Norton Brewery and
Rob Goode for the
support needed to
run the festival. Also,
a big thank-you to all
who helped to make
it another special
day.
Planning is already
underway for Friday 3 and Saturday 4 July 2020!
More details on the funds raised and donation requests will appear in the next
edition of the Newsletter. You can contact us via our website
(www.hookymusic.co.uk) or send me an email.

Pete Watkins, Hook Norton Charitable Association, petewatkins4@aol.com
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

6 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

�� Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
�� Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
�� Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
�� Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
�� Specialist Letting and Management service.
�� Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
�� Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
We have attended a total of 14 patients during May
and June.
We attended the Music at the Crossroads event on
The 5 & 6 July; thankfully there were no real problems and everyone remained
more or less upright, with one or two exceptions. We used the opportunity to offer
some of the community who could not attend the recent CPR awareness training
sessions an insight into delivering this life saving help.
I am delighted to say that we had some of the younger members of the community
take an interest and have a go; our star turn was a young lady, four years old, who
proved she had a real grasp of what to do in an emergency, including knowing how
to call an ambulance – and she knew her exact address.
It is so important that our kids know these simple details and can relate to others.
The team were both impressed and motivated that such a young member of our
community could understand as much as she did, and that the others who took part
seemed genuinely interested and wanted to learn more.
I am delighted to tell you that we have welcomed a new member to the team:
Catherine Hayward. Catherine has now qualified and will be operational very soon,
following her familiarisation training. This means we have a First Responder
strength in Hooky of six CFR’s.
Finally, we have been experiencing some extreme temperatures recently and, in the
past, we have been called to folk who have been very unwell because they have
become dehydrated or suffered sun burn and or sun stroke. Whilst in the scheme of
things this does not seem that serious, believe me it can be, in particular with
younger and more senior members of the community.
Please take the obvious precautions: drink lots of fluid, preferably water (especially
travelling or when you go out), use lots of appropriate sun screen, ideally factor 30
or, for the more vulnerable, factor 50.
If you or one of the family are unfortunate enough to suffer any of these symptoms,
drink lots of water and apply after sun cream, stay in the cool with a fan and keep
your skin damp and cool, allowing it to dry naturally. If in doubt seek medical
advice.               Christopher Fry
HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Where has the year gone? Another busy summer season; by the
time you read this we will have returned from our 2019 Summer
Tour. This year we tour the Peak District on the 26–28 July, playing
at Haddon Hall on the journey to Buxton – always a great time had
by all. Engagements at Cherington Flower Show on 3 August,
Moreton-in-Marsh Show on 7 September and the Brewery 170th
celebrations on 14 September will close off the summer season.
Please make a note in your diary: Saturday, 12 October is our Autumn Concert
at St Peter’s, 7.30pm start. As always, free entry with retiring collection for Cancer
Charity and St Peter’s Church; refreshments, raffle etc. Give the television a night
off and come along to enjoy our always varied and upbeat performance.
If you are new to the village and play brass, do get in touch. Whilst we have a near
full complement of players, there is always room for more!

Martin Quartermain, 737269
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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS

Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM Still Waters Cafe Baptist Hall
Wednesday 10:00 AM Health Walk Doctors’ Surgery
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Wednesday 7:30 PM Hooky Singers Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 10:00 AM Stay and Play Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 7:30 PM Thrift Club Pear Tree Inn
Friday 9:30 PM Meat raffle Pear Tree Inn
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 5:00 PM Live music night Sun Inn
Sunday 8:30 PM Quiz night Pear Tree Inn

USEFUL NUMBERS
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible.

Potholes: the front page of the village website or directly to Oxfordshire County
Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;

No Water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.

Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;

UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;

Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;

Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;

Anglian Water: 03457 919155;

County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk

District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.

Parish Council: parishcouncil@hnpc.org.uk

Charges for DIY Waste at Recycling Centres: Oxfordshire County Council
charges for the disposal of non-household waste (e.g. soil, rubble, basins, baths,
wall units, sheds, fences, plasterboard and tyres) at all recycling centres. Details of
charges at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
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SPECIFIC EVENTS - SEPTEMBER
Date Day Time Event Location
02 Monday 12:00 Hook Norton Lunch Club Baptist Hall
03 Tuesday 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
04 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
06 Friday 19:00 Concert - Gospel Bell Baptist Hall
07 Saturday 19:30 Sing-a-long Sound of Music Memorial Hall
11 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
11 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
11 Wednesday 19:00 Garden Club - Autumn Show Entry Night Memorial Hall
12 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
12 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
13 Friday Newsletter Copy Deadline
14 Saturday 14:30 Garden Club - Autumn Show Primary School
14 Saturday 18:00 Party Like It's 1849! Brewery 
14 Saturday 18:45 Safari Supper Central
15 Sunday 12:00 Brewery Sunday Fun Day Brewery 
17 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
18 Wednesday 14:30 Tea and Cake at the Library Library
20 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
21 Saturday 19:00 Hooky Movie Nights - LOVING VINCENT Memorial Hall
25 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
26 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
26 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
26 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
26 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
28 Saturday 19:00 Baptist - Harvest Ploughman's Supper/Art and Craft Auction Baptist Hall

SPECIFIC EVENTS - AUGUST
Date Day Time Event Location
01 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
05 Monday 12:00 Hook Norton Lunch Club Baptist Hall
07 Wednesday 15:30 Lego Club Library
08 Thursday 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
14 Wednesday 14:30 Reading Group Library
14 Wednesday 18:00 Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
15 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
16 Friday 17:00 Junior Book Club Library
20 Tuesday 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
26 Monday Late Summer Bank Holiday
28 Wednesday 14:00 Craft & Chatter Library
29 Thursday 09:00 Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
29 Thursday 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
29 Thursday 19:00 Incredible Edible Get Together The Sun Inn
29 Thursday 19:30 Hooky Players Get Together The Sun Inn
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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HOOKY SINGERS HIT THE RIGHT NOTE AT M@C
When we had our first rehearsal on a cold January
night this year, we never thought Hook Norton’s
community choir would make its first official public
appearance at Music @ Crossroads just a few months
later. It might have been cold that night but it was
warm and welcoming inside, and so it has continued. One member’s view is that ‘it
encourages me to come out even on a cold winter’s night. It’s such an enjoyable
evening.’

60–70 members come for rehearsals at the primary school every Wednesday night
at 7.30pm. Although performing in public isn’t our main aim, M@C was a great
opportunity to show ourselves – as well as family, friends and others – how far
we’ve come, and to support a good cause that also celebrates music. It was a
lovely, warm and – perhaps more importantly as we were too many to stand under
cover – dry day for our half-hour slot. We hope our choice of music contained
something for everyone, ranging from a Nigerian lullaby, Senwa Dedende, to a
traditional sea shanty, John Kanaka, via the Beatles, Coldplay and Petula Clark,
amongst others! The choir members certainly enjoyed themselves.
As another member said, ‘choir night is a lovely social event. We have fun, with
singing included!’ For more information about the choir see www.hook-
norton.org.uk/groups/hooky-singers/, email us at sing@hookysingers.uk or just
come along on a Wednesday evening.
Our new term starts on 4 September. If you are 16 or over, please put it in your
diary and join us to see if it’s for you. The first night is free. Think you can’t sing?
We’re sure you can, and can help us make a joyful noise, which is what we are
about! We look forward to seeing you there.     Deborah Weaver

HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
Electric Bikes – Making molehills out of mountains
Summer is here! What a beautiful village Hook Norton and
the surrounding area is at this time of year. Why not get out and explore by bike?
Worried about the hills? Well, we have the answer!
Did you know Hook Norton Low Carbon have 4 eBikes you can hire? They make
molehills out of mountains.
Only £2 per day, per bike (+£5 membership). It's super easy to register and book
out an eBike. Find out more at www.hn-lc.org.uk. To apply or arrange a trial ride,
contact ebikes@hn-lc.org.uk.           Cathy Ryan
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

C W SMITH
Builders

Extensions, Conversions
Refurbishments & Renovations

Property Maintenance

Tel. 01608 737790
Email: chris@cwsmith.builders

Website: www.cwsmith.builders
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Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274

Unit F113 Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SP
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