HOOK
NORTON
NEWSLETTER

JUNE 2017
SERIES 42 ISSUE 3

2

FROM THE EDITORS
Both of Hooky’s big festivals – the
Fine Ales and the Music At the
(nowadays metaphorical) Crossroads
– are taking place in mid-summer this
year, so the next few weeks will be
action and enjoyment-packed. If any
of our new residents thought you had
come to a sleepy little Cotswolds
back-water, this is where you may
discover that there is more to your
new home than meets the eye – come
and join the fun! To whet your
appetite and heighten the
anticipation, we are featuring both in
the centre of this edition – with lots of
photos from past years to rekindle the
memories and summon up the blood.
Let the revels begin…
Thanks to Ali Rodwell for the stunning
cover photo of a Skipper butterfly –
taken locally – and for some of the
ones in the beer festival section.
David Jones, Editorial Team,
737748, news@hook-nortonnewsletter.co.uk
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www.hook-norton.org.uk/villagenewsletter

The newsletter is a team effort! But
we are a very small core team and we need to be bigger. The newsletter would
benefit from new ideas, new energy and a new perspective. If you would like to
get involved, please get in touch.
The main things that have to be done each issue are - Collecting and editing the
submissions, managing advertisers and payments, page layout, and distribution to
all of you.
We would warmly welcome anyone who would enjoy helping with any of these
tasks. We have a lot of fun, and being involved with the newsletter is a great way to
keep in touch with the rhythms of what is going on in Hooky, and to contribute to
the well-being of the village.
We would be particularly grateful to anyone who would like to help out with
managing our advertising – things like communicating with existing and new
advertisers; offering common sense advice about the content of the ads; sending
out invoices (once a year, in most cases); and handling receipts (also mainly one
per year). This is not an onerous or hugely time-consuming role and does not
require any high-pressure ‘selling’ or previous experience of advertising. You just
need to be happy using basic e-mail, enjoy helping people and be generally quite
organised. As they say: full training will be given!
If you would like to help, please get in touch with me for a chat to find out a bit
more detail.
David Jones, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON VILLAGE MUSEUM AND ARCHIVE
The Hook Norton Village Museum and Archive was set up in 2003 by the Local History
Group but – although still involved with the Group – is now run independently by a
Management Committee, assisted by a team of volunteers.
The Museum is situated at the rear of the Brewery Museum, above the Visitor Centre
on the Brewery site and, although not manned on a regular basis, can be accessed
daily when the Visitor Centre is open.
There are a number of interesting displays and photographs showing life in Hook
Norton as it was in past centuries, and depicting a way of life which is unfamiliar to
us today. Many of the local industries, such as the railway and ironstone quarrying,
have disappeared from the village, whilst the Brewery and production of Ales seems
have undergone a revival over the past decade.
The archive contains over 1,500 photographs, a large number of old maps and many
wills and property deeds, most of which have now been transcribed and are available
via the Village website. In addition the store holds many artefacts and clothing, much
of which has been donated by people in the village who have either found or inherited
the items and decided that they are relevant to the museum.
Visitors wishing to research the history of their properties or family will find that we
are able to access a wealth of information from the archives, and help is available
from one of the volunteers if requested.
If you would like to join us as a volunteer at the Museum then please contact Jackie
White at the email address below. There are many interesting areas to explore, from
office administration to cleaning; in fact, something for everyone with some time to
spare.
Please contact the Secretary, Jackie White, at Jackie@jackiewhite.me.uk if you need
help, wish to volunteer or would like a volunteer to meet you at the Museum. Other
officers are Bridget Shepherd, Curator; Elaine Griggs, Chair; and Barbara Summerell,
Treasurer.
Elaine Griggs

BREWERY NEWS
Music at the Crossroads & Village Fayre – 30 June–1 July
We are proud to once again host this great village event, with a fabulous line up
featuring the amazing KAST OFF KINKS and the (not so) Acoustic WHO – an
awesome tribute to a great British band.
Brewery Open Day – Saturday 12 August
Join us for our annual open day. Military Vehicles, Shire Horses, Brass Band, Live
Music, Beer Festival Tent, Stalls, Food and fun for all the family.
Open Tap Takeover. Pop down to the brewery on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month and enjoy free samples of our latest crafty ales 6–9pm.
Bigger and Better. Work has started on the expansion of our visitor centre, with
the new facility due to open in October. There will be an expanded shop offering a
wider range of locally-produced food and gifts, and a restaurant serving light
lunches, teas and coffees.
We are now open Sunday’s 10am–4pm for brewery tours, café and shop.
Mark Graham
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the summer Banbury league matches: We have 4 teams in the summer
league. The A teams is 5th in Div 1; B team 3rd in Div 3; the C and D teams are joint
2nd in Div 5.
Junior & Ladies coaching until July 2017: Tuesday 25 April–Saturday 22 July
Day
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Time
10–11.30am
4.30–5pm
5–6pm
6–7pm
6–7pm

Level
Adult
Tots
Mini
Adult
Junior

Age
18+
3–5
5–8
18+
11 +

Session
Ladies 1
Tots 1
Mini Red 1
Improvers 1
Squad 1

Price (£)
7.50
2.50
5.00
5.00
5.00

STOP PRESS: Girls (6
Tennis Tournament:
years & over) tennis
This was held on
taster
session
on
Saturday 22 April.
Saturday 24 June pm.
Many thanks to Barrie
Contact Rachel Mortimer,
Smith for organising
morti@tesco.net.
such a great event,
and to Bethan and
Judy for getting the catering sorted. Thanks also
to the cricket club for doing the wonderful
barbecue. Congratulations to Jill Burger and Marc
Gilkes for winning the tournament.
Cardio Tennis: Sessions are held Wednesday
evenings 7–8pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis
details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
baselinecoaching@outlook.com.
To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or
see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk
Elaine Priestley
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HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
Our first two batches of weaners have been resident in the paddock for the past few
weeks. All six have settled in well and, by
the time you read this, the final batch may
well have arrived.
Passers-by can see that they are growing
fast and are happy in their surroundings.
The four Oxford Sandy & Black x Large
White are in the lower part of the paddock
while the two Tamworth x Berkshire, the
ginger ones, are in the upper part.
It is great to note that several other
families have joined the smallholding
group. All the members of the group are
enjoying looking after the pigs who thrive
on human company. If you are walking
through the field on the footpath leading
to or from Burycroft Road then please
wander over to the stock fence to say
‘hello’.
They will not be going off for slaughter for
a few weeks so the order book is not yet
open. More information may be to hand by the time the August newsletter is published.
We hope to have an ‘Open Day’ in the near future, so please look out for posters in
the village and details on social media.
If you would like more details about the group and its aims please contact Bethan
Dennick on 07882 751264 or by email dennickfamily@me.com.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

2�� HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
Since last going to print, the Rainbows enjoyed a
talk on Easter by Kim and Janice from the Baptist
Church, who brought the Easter story to life with a
fun game. We then decorated Easter baskets, kindly
donated by Janice and Kim, to collect some chocolate
eggs hidden in the church gardens.
A splashingly good time was had by the Rainbows at
their 'Pot of Gold' pool party at Sibford School, where
we bid a sad farewell to Tahlia and wished her well
on her new adventures.
In the Easter holidays, we proudly joined the Hook
Norton Guides and Brownies to walk in the St
George's Day parade in Banbury. It was a sunny
afternoon and there was huge turn-out of spectators.
The Rainbows loved marching with the band to St
Mary's for a service.
As we go to print there are two new Rainbows joining
us and we will be welcoming Charlotte Allen, who is stepping into the role of Rainbows
leader from September. We are looking forward to a term of outdoor activities as well
as a camp to celebrate the Rainbows 30th birthday!
Jacquie Barnett
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THE JOY OF COACH TRAVEL
Roy Scott Gaddes with his family came to
Hook Norton in 1937 and took over the
Ironmongery business previously owned and
run by Harry Turnock. Eventually the
business expanded to include a further
shop, now the Nisa store, and also Bus
travel. While many folk will remember travelling to work or school on a Gaddes bus,
it is perhaps the later coach tours which hold the overriding memories.
The writer recalls going on many day trips including Weymouth, Shrewsbury Flower
Show, Farnborough Air Show, pantomimes at Coventry and Oxford, Coventry
Speedway and Sunday school outings. There were also 'Mystery Trips' which always
seemed to end up going Evesham way!
One memorable Sunday school outing was to Wicksteed Park; while there many
children bought a fishing net on a cane to go exploring in the lake. On the way back
home the nets were hung out of the coach windows to try their luck with airborne
critters. Suddenly the coach brushed by some trees which snatched the net off the
end leaving a dozen children looking at the bare cane they were now holding. I
wonder if that tree out Northampton way still has a dozen nets in its branches?
While the events naturally hold fond memories, it is surely the sing songs on the
way home that endure in our minds. 'Ten Green Bottles', 'She'll be coming round
the mountain', 'Quartermaster’s Store' and others made the miles simply fly by. The
thing with Hooky folk was their creativity in changing the lyrics to make the songs
more local. For example, a line in 'She'll be coming round the mountain' included
'She'll be wearing Spencer's Corsets when she comes'. Spencer's being a foundation
manufacturer in Banbury. Also in that song was the modification: 'Aye aye ippy,
mothers gone to Chippy'. In Quartermaster’s store we had, 'There were six - six piles of Hick's bricks in the store, in the store'. This made reference to the Hooky
builder William Hicks in Sibford Road. Certain songs were matched to the theme of
the outing, for example on the way back from Farnborough Airshow we had to the
tune of John Brown's body, 'He jumped from 40,000 feet without a parachute'.
Happy days!
James Tobin
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
There is much satisfaction as I begin a new review to bask in the pleasure of some of
my previous recommendations. In the last seven days I have seen ‘The Island’ at
Chippy which certainly lived up to my expectations and the Brueghel Exhibition at
Bath was similarly a painterly gem.
I was impressed with Banbury Cross Players production of ‘The Tempest’ so I look
forward to seeing Abi Morgan’s ‘Lovesong’ at The Mill (5-8 July). It acts out the lives
of a couple in their 20s, and then in later life, in a haunting tale of love intertwining
and colliding. She is an inventive writer.
Northampton’s Theatre Royal has had a bare patch in my diary but between 16 June
and 8 July they bring a daring European Premiere of Homer’s ‘Iliad’ – engaging actors,
singers and musicians to bring the ancient chronicle to life – but embodying myths of
our own age. Intriguing! For those of you who relish the celebration of Jane Austen’s
bicentenary, the Oxford Playhouse will thrill you with ‘Emma’ in a faithful re-telling of
the lady’s masterpiece: 20–24 June.
For those who like strong plays and strong acting, the RSC perform ‘Titus Andronicus’,
starring David Troughton, 23 June–2 Sept. The decay of Rome reaches violent depths
in this, Shakespeare’s most bloody play.
A play I saw in 1987 starring Maggie Smith – Peter Shaffer's 'Lettice & Lovage' – has
just opened at the Menier Chocolate Factory (near London Bridge Station). The new
production stars Felicity Kendal & Maureen Lipman; it has been well reviewed and, if
my memory is working, it was a most amusing play all those years ago – I think it
will have travelled well!
Sometimes folk question my early booking for plays; an example is the Ian Hislop
play about the famous WWI Newspaper, ‘The Wipers Times’. After a West End run,
this is on tour and at Cheltenham in November; my booking for the Hooky Literature
ended up with split seats as it is already heavily booked.
Art exhibitions tend not to have that problem – although when I visited Tate Britain
at the opening of the Hockney show, the queues were enormous.
It should be so at Tate Modern for ‘Giacometti’ – the first major retrospective for this
artist for twenty years. We know that his skeletal figures have made him world-famous,
but this exhibition sets out to place him alongside the likes of Picasso, Matisse and
Degas as one of the great painter-sculptors of the 20th century: until 10 Sept.
An unchanging fascination each year begins at the Royal Academy on 12 June – their
Summer Exhibition. Whilst some Academicians seem content to repeat and repeat, it
is a joy to share in the aspirations of so many amateur painters who managed the
selection process, and hang next to ’the great and the good’. Mind you, sometimes,
you do wonder how some were selected!
Having made the point about ‘sameness’, what painter is more recognisable than
Canaletto? An exhibition of his work at The Queen’s Gallery, ‘Canaletto and the Art of
Venice’, hanging alongside that of his peers, examines the allure of the City for its
flocks from the 18th century visitor to today. This beautiful exhibition runs to 12 Nov.
There is still time to visit Compton Verney – to 18 June. I can vouch that ‘Creating
Countryside: Thomas Gainsborough to Today’ is very good. Last time I said a spring
visit would be inviting – I’m glad I made it. You will be too!
At Birmingham Town Hall on 10 June The Orchestra of Classical Opera have a Mozart
programme. The main piece is ‘Apollo et Hyacinthus’; Mozart was 11 when he wrote
this work but the music is astonishingly accomplished – anticipating the wonders of
his maturity. It will be sung in Latin with English subtitles. At Birmingham Symphony
Hall on 28 June, Peter Donohoe, with the CBSO, plays Schumann’s Piano Concerto.
This ‘lion of the keyboard’ playing Schumann is sure to be a treat. John Wheatley
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THE FIRKIN 5

The Brewery hosted The Firkin 5 – a five-mile fun run that started and ended in the
Brewery yard – on 20 May. Over 300 people took part.
The pictures, by Barry Cornelius and Claire Upton respectively, show the runners
racing through the village, and Hook Norton Harriers Rachel Bannister & Lisa Preston.
Sandra Heryet
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Strawberry Teas

Saturday 1 July; 2.30–5.00
At Glyndwr House, Netting Street, Hook Norton
Raffle, Stalls, Teas
Proceeds in aid of St Peter’s Funds
ALL WELCOME
Tel: Angel Powell 01608 730512
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com

www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
Opening Hours: Monday

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
2.00pm – 5.00pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
(*volunteers only)
Friday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
What’s on at Hook Norton Library during June:
Friday 2 June: Cartoon Drawing Workshop at 2.30pm in the library. Learn how to
draw cartoons with Clive Goddard, illustrator of the Horribly Famous books and
creator of the Fintan Fedora character. The workshop is interactive and the children
will draw along with the cartoonist. It is a free event, but signed books will be
available for purchase. Paperbacks £6 / Hardbacks £7.
Wed. 21 June: Tea & Cakes with the Friends of Hook Norton Library, 3–4.30pm.
There is a charge of £1 for a hot drink and a slice of cake.
Wed. 21 June: Family History Help Desk; 30 minute 1-2-1 slots at the library.
Please contact the library to book your free session, 2.30–4.30pm
Hook Norton Library Junior Book Club will be held once a month on Friday
evenings, 5–6pm. We were unable to start the club during May because the Reading
Room was needed to prepare for the Plant & Book sale. The first Junior Book Club
meeting will be on Friday 16 June at 5pm in the library. This is a free club. Please
bring your favourite book with you for the first meeting, and be prepared to discuss
who is your favourite character.
Hook Norton Library Lego Club. We are hoping to start a Lego Club on
Wednesdays after school. The Lego club will promote play, creativity, problemsolving and mechanical skills. Using the library iPad, we hope to create animations
using the Lego models created by club members. For more details please contact
the library. This will be a free club. Please note: Children under 8 years old
attending library events or clubs must be accompanied by their parent or carer.
Thank you to everyone who supported the annual Hook Norton Library Plant & Book
sale. I took an hour off (thank you Bridget) to enjoy the music by FiddleBop and a
coffee at the Font Café. However, sadly, although I buy tickets every year, I still
haven’t successfully secured the Whichford Pottery raffle prize – but fingers crossed
for next year!
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
I am currently reading “Mothering Sunday” by Graham Swift
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NEWSFLASH – INCREDIBLE EDIBLE WINNERS
Incredible Edible Hooky wins
‘Best New Group’ award
in the Oxfordshire Volunteer and Community Action
awards for 2017
Want to join in the party?
Contact us at incredibleediblyhooky@gmail.com
Sarah Morris

SWERFORD OPEN GARDENS
Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 June; 1.30pm to 6.00pm
A QUINQUENNIAL EVENT!!

Nine Beautiful & Interesting Gardens
Unique Flower Festival in St Mary’s Church
Many Expert Talks, Teas, Plant Stall, Raffle & Tombola
£6 entry for Adults, free to under 12’s.
Proceeds to Katharine House Hospice and St Mary’s Church Repairs
17

Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
From September, our Nursery will be offering the 30 hours government-funded
places for 3–4 year old children of working parents. If both of you work and you
have a child eligible, please let us know (to check eligibility visit:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare. Following a simple
online procedure is all that is needed, and your child could be enjoying a free fulltime nursery place in our stunning new purpose-built Foundation Stage, with
exciting outdoor area. We also offer wrap-round care with our Breakfast Club and
new Owl Club, where children are looked after by our highly-trained staff until 6pm.
There are lots of activities on offer that children can enjoy (and even a quiet area to
do homework!)
In other news, this term we have welcomed our friends from Sweden, where the
children have enjoyed staying with host families and sampling life as an English
school child. Our link with the Swedish school has been going strong since 1999!
The school has been involved in the Erasmus project, where we have been
developing our entrepreneurial skills. The upper school has a focus on chocolate,
with a visit to Cadbury World, learning about cooking with chocolate with a local
chef and making their own chocolates to sell.
Our new Foundation Stage outdoor area is now looking simply stunning, with the
addition of raised beds for growing plants and two wonderful, huge musical
instruments, paid for with donations from Chipping Norton Lions, the Shanly
Foundation and proceeds from St Peter’s ‘Snowman’ performance, all co-ordinated
by Jane Orchard. The children are really enjoying composing their own tunes. The
school enjoys great support from the local community and we really appreciate it!
Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?
•
•
•
•

Relationship difficulties
Divorce / separation
Bereavement
Anxiety, stress or depression

For help and initial consultation contact

Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

•
•
•
•

Family issues
Low self esteem
Life changes
Trauma

Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456
Mobile: 07948 538 614

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.
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CYCLING FOR CHARLOTTE
CHARLOTTE IS FIGHTING CANCER
FOR THE THIRD TIME, GILL IS A RELUCTANT
(AND PRETTY HOPELESS) CYCLIST
On 12 June Gill will be setting off on a
550 mile bike ride

CYCLING FOR CHARLOTTE
…..between the 5 major Cancer
Research UK Centres: GLASGOWMANCHESTER-CAMBRIDGE-LONDONOXFORD
to raise money for Cancer Research
UK.
We are writing a joint blog about
Charlotte’s cancer journey and Gill’s
excuses for not training!
Please support us by: Texting to
donate: CYFC74 £10 to 70070;
Liking and sharing our Facebook page
(@CyclingForCharlotte);
Sponsoring us:
www.JustGiving.com/CyclingForC
harlotte.
Gill Begnor
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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At the Hook Norton Brewery
Hook Norton
Charitable
Association
The KAST OFF KINKS,
featuring original Kinks
members, make a
welcome return to
headline the festival.
Timeless songs from Sir Ray Davies, the success of the musical Sunny Afternoon
and so many fabulous hits endorse the Kinks as one of the world’s greatest bands.
Also on the bill… Acoustic WHO – a not to be missed tribute to another of the
greatest British bands of all time. Bewelian – a high octane electric folk band with
horns! The King Biscuit Boys bring their brand of country blues. Rock out to the
The FooKing
Queens – playing
the music by The
Foo Fighters, Kings
of Leon and
Queens of the
Stone Age. There
will also be original
new music from
Pete Watkins
Originals and solo
singer-songwriter
Anne-Marie
Sanderson.
Acoustic Americana from a superb folk trio
Under The Wychwood. We kick off
Saturday with classic 1950’s Rock n Roll
from the The Big Deal, then wrap up the
Saturday night with a good old cover spot
from Hooky’s own The Norton
Commandos. On Friday night we have two
fine local bands: Neva Mynd, a Banbury
based covers band, and the hugely popular
Under The Covers.
While all this fabulous music is playing,
refresh yourselves with the Hook Norton
ales in the beer tent, the Pimms Bar or gin
and spirits from The Gin Spot.

If you are hungry there are plenty of choices
to satisfy a wide range of tastes from Fish ‘n
Chips, vegan, Asian or hog roast BBQ. Or you
can just chill at the coffee bar. So leave your
picnics at home and travel light.
VILLAGE FAYRE: Saturday will feature a
traditional Village Fayre; that’s how our annual
music festival started, 21 years ago! There is
entertainment for the children and stalls from
local organisations and groups. A range of
crafts, tie-dyed clothing and jewellery. Get an
Indian head massage, be drawn by a
caricaturist and eat some cakes! It is all an
opportunity to raise funds while having a good
time.
All proceeds go to charity, Bloodwise,
Fire Fighters, Air Ambulance and to
local organisations.
Tickets are available on line at
www.hookymusic.co.uk, or from The
Village Shop, Hook Norton Brewery and
The Sun Inn.
Saturday: adult £20 / 12–17 £10 / 3–11
£2.
Friday:
£5 (11 and under free)
IMPORTANT: no alcohol or glass
bottles to be brought on site
More information: see Facebook page,
website www.hookymusic.co.uk) or send
an email to Pete Watkins (petewatkins4@aol.com)

Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales
15 July 2017

This year’s festival will be the 24th
since its inception in 1994 and we
all hope the sun will shine, all the
beer will be consumed and a record
amount will be raised for charity.
We have no control over the
weather and limited impact as an individual on a stock of over 8,500 pints but we
can have an impact on how much is raised. The more we can get done by
volunteers the less we need to pay for, which ultimately means we have more to
give away (as long as you drink the same amount of beer).
We need people to help us collect the beer from brewers all over the country in the
first two weeks of July. If you happen to be travelling around the country then
please let us know and we will see if there is a brewery or two you could collect a
barrel from. The major work occurs on the day, with people required to work on the
gate or the ticket refresh desk. There are also jobs such as preparing the entry

packs and clearing up afterwards that are understandably less popular but essential
nonetheless. If you feel that you can help us in any way please get in touch at
info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
The other reason we always ask for volunteers is that this is a village event and the
more people that are involved the more of a village event it becomes. Hook Norton
has a very strong community ethos with a large number of groups involved in all
aspects of life in the village.

A large portion of the money raised by the beer festival is divided amongst these local
groups and charities that look after some of the most vulnerable and needy in our
community. Since last year, the village has many new residents and the festival is a
great opportunity for everyone to meet and make new friends.
We are aware that not everyone is a fan of the brown stuff so we have attempted to
broaden the appeal of the festival this year by trying out a wine bar. As it is difficult
to gauge the level of demand, there will be a limited selection, but it will be good
quality and chilled. You will be able to buy tokens for the wine and it will be served in
plastic wine glasses. As a balance to this we do ask that you don’t bring your own
drinks with you on the day. One of the conditions for our use of the field is that there
is no glass glasses or bottles used outside the serving areas on the day (it is normally
a cattle field). So in addition to asking you not to bring glass, security will be checking
bags at the entrance.
This is the second year that we will have a Festival Beer. This is an opportunity,
donated by Hook Norton Brewery, to use their microbrewery to brew approximately
five barrels of beer to your own specification, with two barrels going to the festival
and another to the winner of the auction. The normal price for brewing your own
beer at the brewery is £500. If you are interested in bidding or have any questions
about the festival please contact us at info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
There is more information on a website (www.hookybeerfest.co.uk) and you can
receive regular updates on our Facebook page or Twitter @hookybeerfest.

COW LANE FLOWER MEADOW
It is with much regret that I have had to lock the gate at the moment. Unfortunately,
too many people have been walking dogs and not picking up after them. This makes
it dangerous for children to go and look at the flowers and can cause illness in the
sheep that graze there in the winter.
Hopefully, if people treat it with respect in the future, it may be possible to re-open
it when the flowers are blooming. Please note there is no public footpath in the field
and no open access.
Mary Powell

FROM THE REGISTERS
Sadly we report (once more) the death of Howard Hicks (aged 94).
A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of George Ralph Marmaduke Horn, aged 88, was
held at St Peter’s on 5 May. On behalf of the village we send condolences to their
family and friends.
The wedding of Carl Hillier and Fiona McKillop took place at St Peters on 6 May. We
wish you joy and congratulations; also to the following who were baptised at St Peter’s:
Matilda Grace Larkin, daughter of Leigh and Douglas Larkin, 2 April
James Nicholas Harris, son of Nick and Rebekah Harris of Bournemouth, formerly of
Thistley Lea, 16 April
Verity Annette Lewis daughter of Martin and Helen Lewis, 14 May

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Playgroup will be attending the village events M@C and the Beer
Festival, so please look out for us there and come and support
us. We are holding our annual BBQ on Friday 7 July, 6–8pm;
everyone is welcome. We will be giving out holiday forms from
w/c 10 July. There will be limited places so if you are interested
please respond quickly. Anyone interested in securing a place using the 30 hours
free funding, in September, will need to speak with Julie before the end of term.
Please see our website for details on funding or tax free childcare.
For more information check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly
Julie Riley, Manager, 730560

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
The Sports and Social Club AGM is taking place at 8pm on Thursday 15 June.
All are welcome.
Elaine Priestley

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
(Not on election day!)
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Our Spring Show was held at Hook Norton School on Saturday 8 April and a full report
appears below. Our April meeting was held on the 19th and dealt with the growing of
fruit, and correct pruning methods to maximise crops; this was followed by a talk on
Blenheim Palace Gardens given by Veronica Thornloe on 17 May. Our attention then
turns to our outside visits, the first of which is a visit to RHS Wisley on 18 June; the
coach will leave the Sun at 9.00am and return before 5.00pm. The inclusive cost of
this is £15 and there are a few tickets still available. Please contact Brian or Elaine on
737458 should you require any further details. The following Wednesday (21 June)
we will visit a local wildflower meadow, which is designated an area of Special Scientific
Interest, and includes a tour by a local expert who has extensive knowledge of the
area. A donation of £2/head will be made to the St Peter’s Church Flower Fund. We
then plan to visit Colgrave and Ball a seed producer in Milton on 19 July. Both these
events will be by car share and we will meet at the Sun at 6pm. Our Autumn Show is
on Saturday 9 September at St Peter’s Church; registration is on the preceding
Wednesday. Our autumn trip is to Waterperry Gardens but full details of this will follow
in the next Newsletter.
Brian Griggs, 737458

GARDEN CLUB SPRING SHOW

The Garden Club Spring show was well attended. The overall number of adults was
slightly down but they made up for it by entering more things!
Congratulations to the prize winners:
Harry Pargeter Cup
Highest Points Gentleman:
Peter Arnold
Bill Clarke Cup
Highest Points Lady:
Angel Powell
Willis Cup
Highest Points Child:
Holly Evans
Rene Gillett Cup
Highest Points for Flower exhibits:
Teresa Forrest
Floral Art Cup
Yvonne Streatfield and Ally Goff
Redlands Cup
Highest points Homecraft:
Ally Goff
Joe Bishop Cup
Photography:
Ally Goff
Diploma in Horticulture: Bridget Shepherd for a Vase of flowering shrubs
People's Choice:
Teresa Forrest for a magnificent embroidery piece.
Sian Arnold
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Here at Tadmarton Heath Golf Club we
have a firm belief that the juniors are
the future of the sport. Therefore we
are trying to get as many children to
try the game out, we run a weekly
coaching session on a Saturday for
beginners and more advance juniors
and we also run coaching camps
throughout the school holidays. These
coaching camps are a great way for
your children to learn the basics of the
game, meet new children of similar
ages and most importantly... HAVE
FUN!!
If any of this is of interest to you then
please don’t hesitate to contact us by
calling the Pro Shop at 01608 730047
and ask for Will!
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
FESTIVAL OF OPEN GARDENS: May-September 2017
Our Festival of Open Gardens is back, with over 30 gardens
open. This year we also have some fantastic garden talks from
renowned local gardeners, as well as a flower festival, not to
mention teas and home-made cakes at many of the gardens.
More information at www.khh.org.uk/gardens, or call me.
Festival of Open Gardens Dates:
27 & 28 May - South Newington; 4 June – Adderbury; 17 &
18 June - Swerford
18 June – Deddington; 2 July – Bledington; 6 August - Heyford Park
5, 7 & 9 September - Broughton Grange; 17 September - Bloxham.
MIDNIGHT WALK 2017: Please sign up now!
Our Midnight Walk will take place on Saturday 24 June. Please sign up at
www.khh.org.uk/midnight-walk and help raise money for people and families facing
life-limiting illness in our community.
Chris Higgins, 01295 816484, chris.higgins@khh.org.uk

FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
I know I’ve said it before, but I really do appreciate all the wonderful people of this
beautiful village who take the time to stop and thank me for my efforts. It really makes
all the difference on those cold, miserable days when a warm duvet is hard to leave.
And I would like to say a big THANK YOU to the Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior
Section for their good works around the village recently. They did a wonderful job helping
with various tasks which I was asked to set. I have to say, though, for four days I had to
force myself to look up and not litter pick so that I could leave them something to do, as
I gather last year they were very disappointed with their lack of litter bounty. You can
read about their community involvement evening in their section of this newsletter.
Suffice to say, though, I felt privileged to have been involved.
And also another ‘thank you’ to those of you who ‘do your bit’ around the neighbourhood
where you live. The only person I’m able to name (because we’ve chatted on my rounds)
is Geoff. Sorry Geoff, but I don’t know your last name.
Incredible Edible have asked me to spread the word that they are looking for willing
volunteers to occasionally work, within a rota, to help tend and water the new
apothecary beds at the front of the surgery. It wouldn’t require any skills, just a
willingness to learn the weeds from the medicinal herbs, and the ability to wield a
watering can. Please contact them if you’re interested in being involved (contact details
in their section of this newsletter or in the directory). Thanks.
I notice that the poo bag dispensers around the village are being well used but please,
unless you really need to take all of them for a massive tummy emergency, do try to
leave some for those who ran out their door in the wrong coat or wore a different pair of
trousers and found they’d forgotten to restock their pockets. As responsible dog owners
we should all have our own bags in plentiful supply at home.
And finally, the contents of the Lost Property box, which is usually situated in a corner of
the window in the Village Shop, will now be going to charity or recycling, leaving room
for the next influx of items left in the playground and around the village. I was very
happy to have recently reunited a lady with her very nice red, leather glove, although I
haven’t managed to return the recently found door key to its rightful owner, so if you lost
a door key near the playgroup, or any other item, please contact me. Until next time.

Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton, 07779 737718
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON GUIDING FAMILY
On 8 May we joined forces
with Wendy to keep our
village looking great!
Every year we join forces to keep
our village tidy. Last year we
found that Wendy had done such
a great job that there wasn't
much for us to do, so this year
we asked Wendy what we could
do to help her keep our village
clean and tidy.
The Rainbows, Brownies, Guides
and Senior Section all met at the
memorial hall for our big clean
up; we had our annual picture
taken at the start, then we split up…
2nd Hook Norton Rainbows – Jacquie Barnett
The Rainbows, with our youth leader
Hollie, met with the others at the
Memorial Hall. We were pleased it
was a dry evening, if a little windy.
This year, the Rainbows were tasked
with dividing into two groups to
litter-pick – one going up Sibford
Road, The Glebe and Rectory Road,
the other group going from the shop,
along the High Street and into the
churchyard – and they took to it
enthusiastically.
As last year, we found our parts of
the village where we litter-picked had
very few items to pick up – mainly
cigarette ends and the odd plastic
bottle and scraps of paper. We were told at the start of the session that Wendy, the
Parish Warden, had deliberately not litter-picked for four days, so we were pleasantly
surprised that, despite this, there still weren't many items in our bags when we collated
them at the end. We decided that, on the whole, the village had very tidy residents!
The Rainbows really enjoyed this annual activity and ended the litter-pick at the park
where they enjoyed squash, biscuits and a well-earned play.
1st Hook Norton Brownies – Sarah Heath and Lynne McArdle
This year the Brownies went around the village washing the road signs, armed with
their rubber gloves, toothbrushes and hot soapy water.
They had lots of fun and worked hard in their groups to make the signs sparkle, we
hope you noticed what we achieved!
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HOOK NORTON GUIDING FAMILY (contd)
1st Hook Norton Guides –Julie
Wood, Janeen Wilson and Susannah
Monelle
After having our picture taken, we
split in two three groups and headed
off into different directions to pick
what litter was around; we all worked
our way towards the park. We were
asked to turn over the bark
underneath the zip wire. The girls got
stuck into this task with enthusiasm;
they were quite surprised at how
much needed turning over and the
energy that it took – however, they achieved their goal.
1st Hook Norton Senior Section – Katie Wood
Our job as Senior Section was to clear up the area
outside the Memorial Hall and plants some new plants.
First job was to clear the area; this included pulling ivy
off the wall, turning over the hard ground and
removing a rage of weeds. We then set about the task
of planting the new plants. We planted some
sunflowers, which should hopefully grow to a height of
many feet, and some marigolds. Keep an eye on them
and sing to them if you pass them to help them grow.
We all ended up back at the Memorial Hall for a
well-deserved drink and snack.
We would all like to say thank you to Wendy for doing such a great job in keeping
our village so nice, and appreciate the hard work and time that it takes.
Susannah Monelle
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A Hook Norton Whodunnit
based on the game of Cluedo
Sunday 10 September 2017 starting at 2pm at Hook Norton School
This live, walking game of Cluedo, will have ‘teams of detectives’
searching the streets and landmarks of Hooky for clues to solve a dastardly
crime!
It is all contained within the village and walkable, so follow the directions
and spot clues to the killer, the location and the weapon.
Teams of up to 6: £4.00 per person;
with up to 6 members of the same family for £16
Includes refreshments at the school on completion.
This is an all-comers, all village event, not just for those associated with
the school; all proceeds will be for FOHNS.
Register your team by email at office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk;
quote your family name(s), number of adults & children and a mobile
number.
Look forward to seeing you there. Hazel and Kevin Hope

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Breakfast Club

Days
Monday–Friday

Times
7.30-9am

Costs
£3.00 per hour

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

£16.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£16.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

£2.50

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£5.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Since the last newsletter, our Spring Working
Party has taken place. Our sites are now planted
with, amongst other things, rhubarb, chives,
garlic, onions, radish, salad leaves, mint, parsley,
rosemary, beans and raspberry canes. Please
keep an eye out for signs telling you when things
are ready to be picked. This food is free for all.
We hope that it might inspire you to have a go at
growing veg and herbs in your own garden. It is
so satisfying to pick fresh produce and cook up a
feast!
The Cubs planting new spring crops
After a heroic effort by Chipping Norton Green
Gym and our volunteers, the hard landscaping for the new Apothecary Garden at the
Health Centre was established. Sadly, within days, our large water butt was stolen. This
brought everything to a halt as we needed
ironmongery made to measure in order to secure
them. Of course, without water, we have not been
able to plant up the beds. The good news is that
having finally managed to find someone to do the
work, the plans for the garden are moving forward.
Hopefully it will be planted up by early June.
Our next big project is to establish a new garden
up at the school. We will be fundraising a
significant amount of money to make this happen.
Some of you will already be aware that a
competition has been running at the school to
design the new garden. We will be choosing the
The New Apothecary Garden
winning entry in the next couple of weeks. Budget will
be set aside for new beds, a greenhouse, cold frames, pots etc. It will be a fabulous
resource for the children to learn how to grow their own food. As ever, to make this
work, we need at least two volunteers to run a gardening group once a week
during term time. About an hour and a half of your time will be required. There will be
support from Incredible Edible, and working parties will be organised if larger chunks of
work need to be undertaken at the end and beginning of the growing season to tidy up,
or prepare for planting. This is a very important part of the project so, if you can give of
your time, your generosity will touch many people, perhaps for years to come.
On another note, one of our aims is to spread skills within our village, perhaps
reclaiming some of that knowledge which is being lost over time. The subject topic of
the half-day workshops could be as varied as how to build a cold frame, to how to
construct a raised bed, through to how to grow tomatoes, keep bees or forage for food.
Anton de Beer, who runs Country Farm Eggs (www.countryfarmeggs.co.uk), situated on
the edge of the village, has kindly agreed to run our first workshop on keeping chickens.
As Anton is also a chef, perhaps there will also be some top tips on making the most of
the produce; dates to follow. Please keep an eye on our website:
www.incredibleediblehooky.com. We are currently looking out for future topics
that are of interest to people. Please talk to us and let us know what you like to learn
about. Anything to go with food or drink and growing locally could be on the agenda;
email us, or comment on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/IEHooky/).
Remember, if you want to get involved in any way, no matter how small, you will be
welcomed. We will do all that we can to find something that matches your wishes. If you
want to meet us, we are also starting to hold regular, informal, social meet ups on the
last Thursday of every month, beginning on 29 June at 7pm at The Sun Inn. We
look forward to hearing from you.
Sarah Morris, incredibleediblehooky@gmail.com

43

44

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The Local History Group concluded its 2016/17 season last month when, following
the brief AGM, Stephen Barker gave a talk about the Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry on The Somme in 1916. This was very well
presented as Stephen interwove some personal stories from those who were there
as well as providing some details about the campaign.
The group is now on its summer break until the opening meeting of next season on
Tuesday 5 September, when Antonia Catchpole will be talking about Early
Development in Chipping Norton. This is a rescheduled talk as Antonia was due to
give her talk in April but had to postpone owing to illness.
Existing members will receive the usual letter from me in August inviting them to
renew their subscription for next season. If there are any residents of Hooky and
the surrounding area who would like to join or receive more information about the
group then please get in touch with me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Chair’s Report - 2017
As local services are subject to cuts by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), the Parish
Council tries to fills the gaps created in essential services. From a financial point of
view, the largest outlay in this area is in regards to grass cutting. OCC used to
undertake six cuts per year around the village; they now only cut the grass once. We
are unable to communicate directly with the contractors in any way, nor do we know
when they will be cutting – a very unsatisfactory state of affairs. As we take over the
areas they traditionally cut, we inevitably miss some patches out – we apologise for
this but please let us know and we will try to add them to the cutting schedule.
We also pay a yearly grant of £5,000 to OCC, in order to contribute to the cost of the
library and stop its threatened closure. We are of the view that these are essential
services for the village and will continue to support services under threat.
On a brighter note, we have benefited from the services of Wendy Gordon as Parish
Warden and hope you will agree she is doing a great job and that the village is looking
better than ever. We have increased the number of dog bins, and secured a large
supply of free dog bags from Cherwell District Council. These are being distributed in
recycled bottles around the village. Please do help yourself and use them – I do think
this is having a positive impact on the amount of dog poo left on the ground.
You may also have noticed the improvements to the bus stop at East End, which was
in a sad and neglected state. We arranged for the tree on the roof (!) to be removed,
and councillors removed the boarded up window, fitted new safety glass, and installed
a bench. I hope you’ll agree this is a great improvement.
As ever, we are here to improve the village and hopefully make things better for
everyone. If you have any constructive suggestions, please get in touch with the Parish
Council – email and telephone numbers are on the village website and on the Parish
Council noticeboard outside the Memorial Hall.
Emma Kane
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.
Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.
Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with
other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional
documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.
Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....
For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
The Garage, Carboot with the Bake & Bike Sale in May was a huge success – lots of
positive feedback. A big thank you to the weather for aiding the success, as well as
to Hazel Hope and Rose Persaud.
We are slowly drawing to the close of the FOHNS year. This year we have been very
lucky to have made a fair amount to go towards the furnishing of the classrooms,
and other odds and ends that have been requested during the year. Before we
consider taking a break for the summer holidays, we will be having a final disco for
the children, and a summer BBQ open to everyone; and of course there is the Golf
Day on 21 July; tickets are priced at £45, including dinner. Booking details available
from John Stubbs – johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk.
Of course, you will be able to find us at Music at the Crossroads and the Beer
Festival – we just can’t miss a good festival!
We are looking for some enthusiastic people to join our team. Any time you can
spare would be greatly appreciated and new ideas are more than welcome.
Keep an eye on the FOHNS Facebook page for all the up-to-date events and
news: https://www.facebook.com/FriendsHNS/.
Thank you to everyone for your support and we hope you continue to do so.
Laura Wyatt, Chair FOHNS

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Book and Plant Sale 2017
The FOHNCL annual Book and Plant Sale took place on Saturday 13 May. Despite less
than perfect weather conditions, the event was as popular as ever, and books, helpers
and visitors managed to stay dry and enjoy the occasion.
We raised a total of £656, slightly less than last year, but still a great boost to our
funds. For those who like figures, we made more on books this year than last (£271),
perhaps a sign that books are definitely not going out of fashion; £177 was made on
plants and plant pots, and £208 on the raffle. This money will enable us to contribute
to Library staffing costs and to provide new books and other equipment.
As always, there are many people who contributed to making the occasion a success.
The FOHNCL trustees would particularly like to thank the Font Cafe for providing the
coffee, tea and biscuits, and local group, Fiddlebop, who added so much to the
ambience. We would also like to thank all the donors of raffle prizes, including The
Gate Hangs High, Whichford Pottery, Wyatts Garden Centre, Applegarth Nurseries,
the Village Shop, Turpin’s Lodge, the Firs Garage, the Brewery, The Pear Tree, Hook
Norton Butchers and Chipping Norton Co-op, as well as Hook Norton Vets for their
donation.
We are also very grateful to all the residents of Hook Norton and visitors who donated
books and plants, and those who came to buy them. My personal thanks go to the
FOHNCL committee members and volunteers who helped before and on the day, and
to Karen, our Library Manager, for her support and organisation. We were also very
pleased to welcome Graham White, the new OCC Community Library Support Officer,
who gave up a large part of his Saturday to attend.
All the unsold books have been taken away by volunteers from Oxfam, who will sell
or recycle them appropriately.
Thank you to everyone, and I hope you are all enjoying your new books, plants and
raffle prizes.
Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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WILDLIFE NOTES
At the time of writing – mid May – a cuckoo has
yet to be heard in the village. Well, at least no one
has reported it. This may be unusual as St George's
Day seems to be the norm for the first cuckoo of
the year being heard. It is a different story in
Whichford though. However, the signs that summer
is approaching has been confirmed by sightings of
swifts and swallows. Thanks to Deborah and John
Weaver and Tabby Lucas for letting me know.
Various other avian species have been noted. Fran King reports seeing woodpeckers
and tawny owls on her travels around the village. Grey wagtails and bullfinches have
also been seen.
Lizzie and Richard Hubbard have a goldfinch nesting in the solitary tree in their garden
in The Grange. They are very surprised at this considering their house is a new build.
Thanks to Richard for the photograph. During the winter months several more were
seen on their feeders. The Hubbards say that sunflower hearts seem to be a favourite.
Turning now to mammals, there continue to be many sightings of hedgehogs around
the area. Some have even been seen climbing fences! The other usual suspects, foxes,
deer and hares, can be added to the mix. A grass snake has also been seen making
the most of the milder weather we had in early May.
Thanks to all those who have been in touch with me. This is your section of the
newsletter, I merely collate what you tell me. So please continue to send me details
of your wildlife sightings
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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BAPTIST CHURCH – THE SPIRIT OF PENTECOST
Following the Easter celebrations, the church looks
forward to the Pentecost celebrations which, this year,
will be celebrated on 4 June. The Feast of Pentecost
was a Jewish holiday, originally known as the Festival
of Weeks, and mentioned in Leviticus 23:16, which
instructs the Jews to count seven weeks – or ‘fifty days’
– from the end of the Passover. The Greek word
pentekostos means fifty, hence the derivation to the
Christian expression pentekoste hemera, which means
the ‘fiftieth day’ to the modern day Pentecost.
To Christians, Pentecost is celebrated as the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit in
power to His church. The book of Acts, ch. 2 records the event where all Jesus’
followers were worshiping in place in Jerusalem when ‘suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they
were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came
to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’ Acts 2:2–4.
This signalled the start of the church mission, as the Holy Spirit enabled the
Christians to speak boldly and with power. The power of the Holy Spirit equipped
disciples to heal the sick, drive out demons preach God’s Word with authority and
demonstrate ‘the Kingdom of God’. It was a dramatic event in Jerusalem that
resulted in about three thousand people making a decision to follow Jesus’
teachings, after a powerful message from the Apostle Peter.
The disciples went out from Jerusalem with the Gospel and performing miracles,
spreading the Good News of Jesus to the surrounding countries. That work is
continuing today with the Christian church in every country in the world. In 2010 is
was estimated that there were 2.2 billion practicing Christians in the world
population of 6.9 billion.
So why is the Christian church in the UK in decline? The Brierley Consultancy
published statistics to show that church attendance has dropped from 11.8% to
5.0% between 1980 and 2015 (www.faithsurvey.co.uk/uk-christianity), with
England having the lowest proportion at 4.7%
There are many theories on why ‘church’ is perceived as irrelevant to a 21st century
society, and a number of churches are changing the way they are doing things in a
hope to be more attractive; but my theory is that we have ‘lost’ the Spirit of
Pentecost. We have lost the boldness, authority and signs and wonders to
demonstrate that the bible is true, that Jesus, the Son of God died for us and,
through His resurrection, we can experience the new life He has to offer us.
Over the coming months, we will be learning about and seeking more of the Holy
Spirit in our service at Hooky Baptist. You are welcome to join us.
Dates for the diary: Sunday 25 June, 3pm: Messy Church
Saturday 1 July: see us at the Village Fayre at Music at The Crossroads.
Monday 24–Thursday 27: Children’s Holiday Club
Service information: www.hook-norton-baptist-church.org.uk
Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677, hookypastor@gmail.com

@HookyPastor
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are: Emma Kane, Chair; Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair; Allison
Hicks; Brian Griggs; Nathan Matthews; Charles Henderson; Kate McCall-McCowan*;
Derek Brotherston*; Danny Duggan*; Janeen Wilson*; Vacancy; (*Co-opted)
Working Groups: at the annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Councillors were assigned
to the following working groups
·
Recreation: Cllrs Kane, McCall-McCowan and Matthews
·
Cemetery and Allotments: Cllrs Hicks and Duggan
·
Environment: Cllrs Griggs, McCall-McCowan and Matthews
·
War Memorial Hall: Cllrs Watkins, Brotherston and Henderson.
Co-option to the Parish Council: Following the resignation of Nick Casson earlier this
year, three applications had been received, although one applicant was not able to attend
the Parish Council meeting on 11 May 2017 and could not be considered. Following a
vote by Councillors, Janeen Wilson, 13 The Bourne, Hook Norton was co-opted to the
Parish Council by seven votes to two.
Parish Councillor Vacancy: Thomas Wright resigned as Councillor to the Parish Council
in May due to increased work commitments. A Notice pursuant to section 87 (2) of the
LGA 1972 has been posted locally and on the village website. Please go to these sites if
you are interested in joining the Parish Council.
The Annual Parish Meeting: This was held on 11 May 2017 and seven members of the
public attended. The Minutes of this meeting can be found on the village website.
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council: This took place on 11 May 2017 with
seven members of the public attending. Emma Kane was re-elected as Chair, Amanda
Watkins was re-elected as Vice Chair and Rosemary Watts, the Parish Clerk, was reelected as Responsible Financial Officer to the Parish Council. The Minutes can be found
on the village website.
Audit of End of Year Accounts 2016–2017: The Parish Council and Memorial Hall
accounts for 2016–2017 have been audited by Mr D Ralls MAAT with no matters arising.
The Parish Council accounts will be sent to external auditors BDO LLP for verification.
Cemetery: The Parish Council has engaged specialist contractors to eradicate Japanese
Knotweed by the stream in the cemetery. Work started in May but will continue over a
couple of seasons. If you would you like to join the ‘Friends of Hook Norton Cemetery’ to
assist with general tidying and maintenance of the cemetery, please contact Councillor
Allison Hicks at allisonjphicks@gmail.com.
Dog Bin: The damaged dog bin at the top of Bourne Lane has been replaced.
Play Area: The Parish Council is looking at the cost of increasing the number of items of
equipment in the play area.
Memorial Hall: Cllr Henderson is leading a group looking at the costs for re-furbishing
or replacing the chairs and tables in the Memorial Hall.
Tree Surgery: Following an inspection of Parish Council-owned trees by specialists
Sacha Barnes, work will commence in the near future to deal with problems identified.
Thames Valley Neighbourhood Policing Team: The neighbourhood policing team
works on issues identified by local residents and businesses. Visit their website at
www.thamesvalley.police.uk to find out more. To contact them, please call 101, a nonemergency number. In an emergency dial 999. Alternatively, email them on
BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Victims First Website: At the end of April, Police and Crime Commissioner Anthony
Stansfeld launched a new website to support victims of crime. Victims First www.victimsfirst.org.uk is a new online resource for victims of crime which has advice on what to do
and how to get help. It includes information and advice, including signposting victims to
services to help them cope and recover from the impact of crime. It also includes a
section on the Victims Code explaining clearly what help victims can expect from the
police and other criminal justice agencies if they report the crime.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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THE RECTOR WRITES – LOOKING FORWARD
As I write, I am very much looking forward to 1 June. On that evening
we hope to celebrate with the people of Hooky, Sheila and my 25 years,
to the day, of Ministry here in this wonderful village. The Bishop of
Dorchester will lead an informal Service followed by refreshments. We
hope the weather will be better than it was in 1992 when, on the day
of the Induction, torrential rain had made Traitors Ford impassable!
At the end of 1992, Her Majesty the Queen labelled that year an ‘annus
horribilis’. But for Sheila and me, it was a fabulous year, for we were
so blessed to become part of this truly amazing Church and community.
Shortly after moving in we welcomed the safe arrival of our third child,
Paul, with Julie and Ben at his birth; and the people of Hooky graciously
and wholeheartedly welcomed us, as a family, into their midst!
In return we have tried to care for and minister to the people here with,
we suppose, varying degrees of success. Inevitably, there have been all sorts of ups and
downs, and joys and sorrows; deep sorrow at times. There have been good times and bad
times alike, but always, for us, we felt a real sense of being in touch and involved. But the
past year has been different.
Sheila and I have felt no less welcome or loved. In fact, the prayerful, generous and kind
consideration that has been shown to us, both by those who come to Church and those
who don’t, has been quite overwhelming. But the sense of us having let you down, along
with other challenges too, did make last year our ‘annus horribilis’.
However, from time to time, we need one of those years, because they remind us that,
when things are at their worst, God is at His best. Faith isn’t faith until it’s tested and, after
all, God clearly says at the start of Isaiah 43, “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you.
I have called you by name; you are mine. When you go through deep waters, I will be with
you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through
the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you for I am
the Lord, your God.” So we are not promised an easy journey, only a safe arrival. And
notice it’s not ‘if’ but ‘when’. Bad things happen, for such is life, but God is with us, no
matter what!
However, when, as a pastor and priest, you are unable to offer the comfort and pastoral
care that you feel called to undertake in the community you serve, it is surprising how
debilitating that can be to the exercise of ministry in general. It makes you realise how
time moves on, God moves us on, and nothing lasts forever, except His unfailing Love!
Therefore, after careful thought and much prayer, we have decided to retire on 2 July next
year, unless health issues predate that arrangement. It means I will have served 30 years
in Ordained Ministry; 26 of those in the most wonderful Benefice in the Church of England;
and served jointly with my ‘unpaid Curate’, Sheila, whom God graciously called to bring
me to faith, support me through training and be my mainstay throughout every single
moment of my ministry thus far… God willing it will continue for us both!
The Bishop has agreed I will be replaced, so you will have your own Incumbent; thus any
fears of being amalgamated into an even larger group of parishes are allayed. The plan is
to have someone join you, love you and share Christ’s Life with you in this truly amazing
community, by Easter 2019. Isn’t that exciting?
We really feel the timing is right for you and for us! In the meantime, we want to enjoy
with you the blessing of life in all its fullness in this place; and continue to develop the
on-going, vibrant presence of God among His people here.
For full details of all that’s going on – and not just in the church building, but in various
places around the village – see our Notice Boards, visit www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk
or contact one of us: Lay Minister, Janet Collins, 737081; Churchwardens, Mary Powell,
737463; Mark Taylor, 730089.
John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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JUNE/JULY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

10:00 AM
9.30 AM
10:00 AM
6.30 PM
7.00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
3:30 PM
10:00 AM
9:15 AM
9.30 AM
9:00 am
10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people
Yoga (term time only)
Font Café
Pilates/yoga fusion (term time only)
Hooky Harriers
Ladies Social Badminton
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
T’ai Chi classes (term time only)
Jam Club
Ladies Social Badminton
Friday Toddler Group
Pilates (term time only)
Men on mats: yoga + mindfulness class
Font Café

Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
St Peters
Memorial Hall
Sports & Social Club
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Uplands, Down End
St Peters

SPECIFIC EVENTS - JUNE
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Date Time Day

Event

Location

02
07
08
08
11
14
14
15
16
16
17
20
21
21
21
22
24
25
27
28
29
29
30

Cartoon Drawing Workshop
Parish Council Meeting
General Election
Rhythm Time Music
Classic Car, Bike, Scooter & Vehicle Meet
Open Tap Take Over
Reading Group
Sports & Social Club AGM
Junior Book Club
Training evening for the Beer Festival helpers
Garden Club Day visit to RHS Wisley
WI Meeting
Family History Help Desk
Hook Norton Garden Club
Tea and Cake at the Library
Rhythm Time Music
Summer Solstice Safari Supper
Messy Church
Hook Norton Knitting Group
Craft & Chatter
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together
Music @ Crossroads

Library
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
School Study Centre
The Gate Hangs High
Brewery Visitor Centre
Library
Sports & Social Club
Library
Brewery Visitor's Centre
By Coach from Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Library
Meet at Sun for Car Share
Library
School Study Centre
Sun Inn
Baptist Hall
Baptist Hall
Library
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn
Brewery Field

14:30
19:30
07:00
09:00
10:00
18:00
14:30
20:00
17:00
19:30
09:00
14:00
14:30
18:00
15:00
09:00
18:45
15:00
19:00
14:00
10:30
19:00
19:30

Friday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday

SPECIFIC EVENTS - JULY
Date Time Day

Event

Location

01
01
06
07
09
12
12
13
14
15
18
19
19
20
21
21
24
24
25
26
27
27

Music @ Crossroads
Strawberry Tea
Rhythm Time Music
Playgroup BBQ
Classic Car, Bike, Scooter & Vehicle Meet
Open Tap Take Over
Reading Group
Parish Council Meeting
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Beer Festival
WI Meeting
Hook Norton Garden Club
Tea and Cake at the Library
Rhythm Time Music
Charity Golf Day in aid of FoHNS
Junior Book Club
Holiday Club
Primary School Summer Holiday
Hook Norton Knitting Group
Craft & Chatter
Carry on Learning
Incredible Edible Get Together

Brewery Field
Glyndwr House, Netting Street
School Study Centre
The Old School
The Gate Hangs High
Brewery Visitor Centre
Library
Memorial Hall

13:30
14:00
09:00
18:00
10:00
18:00
14:30
19:30
12:00
14:00
18:00
15:00
09:00
17:00
19:00
14:00
10:30
19:00

Saturday
Saturday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday

Rural Fayre Field
Baptist Hall
Meet at Sun for car share
Library
School Study Centre
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club
Library
Baptist Church
Baptist Hall
Library
Baptist Hall
The Sun Inn

HOOK NORTON WI
Rex Cleaver came to our meeting in April to talk about Life In The Fire Service. He
had been in the Service for 34½ years before he retired. He was in five different Fire
Services, starting in Banbury, onto Leicester, and then back to Banbury. He went to
lots of training at the AFS Training Centre at Moreton-in-Marsh, and he attended 5,000
fires and many traffic accidents. He gave us accounts of several fires he attended,
rescues and accidents. Some of the descriptions were quite humorous but obviously
not all call outs were.
The following week we hosted the Group Meeting for four other Wis in the area. We
entertained our guests by having a very entertaining talk by Martin Hammot on the
life of a Red Coat at Butlines holiday camp in Minehead. He showed us slides with his
talk and there was a lot of laughter. After his talk we supplied a very tasy tea of
sandwiches and a variety of cakes for our guests. The competition for making a poster
for a Holiday Camp was won by Horley/Hornton WI.
Our meeting in May was a talk about The History of Witney Blankets, and the speaker
was Valerie Burton who gave us a very in-depth, interesting and fascinating talk. She
told us how the first record showing wool used for weaving was in 1179. The wool
came from Cotswold sheep, as they had the best quality wool. It started as a cottage
industry before the mills were built alongside the River Windrush so the wool could
be washed in the river. In the 1700s the first cloth was sold to Hudson Bay to Indians.
They exchanged the blankets for beaver skins. When the Industrial Revolution came
to Witney in 1782 many changes were made and since then much progress was made
over the years. It was extremely hard work in the mills and very noisy. The workers
were looked after exceptionally well. The first mill to close was in 1975 and the last
one closed in 2002. The end of an era.
Our next meeting will be on June 20th in the Baptist Hall at 2 pm. Peter Preece will be
giving a talk called “Every Picture Tells A Story”.
Doreen MLaughlin
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366
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01295 788845
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