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FROM THE EDITORS
I was inspired by an article in Scientific
American, reporting a recent paper in
Nature about some Harvard physicists
who have created ‘time crystals’ (this
is not fake news, I promise you). As
lambs and daffodils presage another
eventful Hooky summer, I intended to
offer you some random thoughts on
the slippery nature of ‘time’, from the
perspective of impending retirement.
However, proving once more what a
genius Albert Einstein was, I’ve run
out of space. Another time, perhaps.
Howard Hicks
The Newsletter teams present and
past would like to remember a great
friend of the newsletter, Howard
Hicks, who died recently. For many
years past he supported Barbara as
Editor, organised the distribution of
the newsletters, drove the long outof-village distribution round and many
other quiet services that kept it
running, particularly during the late
‘90s when it was hard to find
volunteers. He was a kind man and
will be much missed.
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ROBERT WILLIAM (BILL) RANDALL
Our family would like to express our thanks to all who attended Bill’s funeral, and
for all the wonderful cards and letters received. Thanks also to Katharine House
Hospice for looking after him, and us, so well. Our further thanks to Mr Locke and
Rev. Cunningham. The collection raised £764.38.
The Randall Family

From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Edith May Wheeler, aged 98, and Edwin Ronald
Checkley, aged 93. On behalf of the village we send condolences to their families and
friends.
On 5 February, Luke James Acreman, son of Robyn and Paul Acreman, was baptised
at St Peter’s. We wish joy and congratulations to all.
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY
Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880
Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.
32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG
01295 265424
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www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

THE LAST HOOKY PICTURE SHOW
This 1961 picture taken by the late
Doug
Marshall,
wedding
photographer, shows the billboard
for the last film shown at the
Thursday cinema held in the
Memorial Hall. This weekly event,
operated by Mumford & Cooknell
Banbury, was a popular part of the
village social scene in the 1950's.
While the films were not very up
to date – indeed Mantrap was
released in 1953 – they were
nevertheless well received. For
some reason Bomba, the jungle
boy releases (1949-1955), were
shown on a regular basis!
To show the film, the projector
was located in the kitchen, and
beamed through the wall into the Hall via a sliding shutter in the wall. The screen was
positioned at the far end nearest the road. Seats were located on the stage as well
as in the main hall itself. It cost 2/- (10p) to sit on the stage and 1/9 (8p) in the hall.
The cinema entrance was through the door by the kitchen, so the queue ran along
the path leading down the side of the hall. If it was a Bomba film that evening, lads
could be seen swinging in the trees alongside the Hall trying to emanate their on-screen
hero. Once finally inside, there was often stamping of the feet if the projectionist was
a bit tardy starting the film. Often the film would break during the session, which
again caused an outbreak of stamping of feet while the poor projectionist struggled
to splice the film back together. A huge cheer would go up when the film re-commenced.
As if technical problems were not enough, the local lads had a few tricks of their own.
One was to wait until there was an intense part of the film, then pull the shutter across
and plunge the Hall into darkness. This brought Mr Mumford dashing in with his high
beam torch, trying to identify the culprit. By then of course the shutter was open
again. Another popular trick was to make a large butterfly shape suddenly appear on
screen. This was achieved by someone having a long piece of wire with a shaped piece
on the end and holding it up into the projector beam. Again, this brought the powerful
torch beam penetrating the dim light to try and identify the culprit, once more
thwarted, as the wire was safely coiled back up and hiding in a pocket.
Exiting the cinema brought in a well-oiled strategy: Upon seeing 'The End' everyone
ran for the fire doors, pushed the bars and spilled outside. The objective was to escape
before the national anthem played (sorry, Your Majesty). If one left it until the Queen
appeared on her horse outside Buckingham Palace, you were too late. It was said that
many lads were home before the national anthem had finished!
Sadly, by the early 1960s, competition from Television, plus increased car ownership,
meant the days of the travelling cinema in this form were over.
If anyone reading this was part of the events described here, thank you for helping
make it so unforgettable.
James Tobin
[Of course, the Hook Norton Film Society might say that this was by no means the
last film seen in the Memorial Hall – but they will not let you in for 1/9! Ed]
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VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A Miss ’T’ CateRing
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And
private dinner parties.
~.~.~
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:

Home: 01295 780206
Mob: 07841 910037

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.
Any combination of days per week catered for.
Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
This term the children have been
working hard and enjoying a
wide range of opportunities and
activities. One thing we all like
to do is dress up! So, World
Book Day was a wonderful
opportunity to flex our creative
muscles and share our love of
reading. We had some really
inventive costumes, reflecting
the wide range of books the
children (and grown-ups!) enjoy.
We have a number of volunteers
who help us with reading,
including our Pets as Therapy
dog who comes in once a week
to read with children!
Friends of the School have been working tirelessly on our behalf to raise much
needed funds to support our children’s education, especially in these times where
funding is so stretched. We are replacing all the chairs and tables in the classrooms,
which is making a big difference to the ambience. We have also received donations
from the St Peter’s ‘Snowman’ Performance and the Lions to buy outdoor musical
instruments for the Early Years.
Our Y6s are about to fly to Sweden for their annual exchange visit, a partnership that
has been going for more than 15 years now. All the children in the school are currently
engaged with an Erasmus project with Sweden on learning basic skills through
entrepreneurial activities.
This term, once again, Mrs Robertson took around 45 children to Birmingham for
‘Young Voices’ where our choir sang with 6,500 other children for friends and family.
It was an unforgettable experience for all involved.
Owl Club: Our after-school care club is really taking off, with lots of activities to
engage children from Nursery to Y6. The club operates in the Study Centre at school,
3.15–6.00pm Monday to Friday.
We are all now settled into our new classrooms and enjoying the additional space.
Our mobile cook station has enabled lots more children to have cookery lessons,
especially in the Early Years. It is wonderful to see the new outdoor area taking shape
and the finishing touches making an exciting space for children to learn through play.
Nursery: From September, we will be offering the 30 hours funded places for 3–4
year-old children of working parents. Please talk to the school if you think you may
be eligible.
School website: www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
You will find all our policies, newsletters, photographs, Head Teacher’s blog and lots
of other information about the school.
If you would like to volunteer to help us, your time would be most appreciated (subject
to the usual safe-guarding checks, of course).
Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR AT INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Snowdrops, daffodils and
lambs: that can only
mean one thing for us
here at Incredible Edible
Hooky – it is time to
plant! By the time you
read this, some of you will
have already seen new,
raised beds appearing
around the village as we
extend the project in this,
our second year. Our
Spring Working Party day
will have been held on 25
March, with lots of our
volunteers out and about
at our different sites,
drills and shovels in hand.
We have added another
bed in the East End, adjacent to the d’Arcy Dalton Way footpath. Look forward to
French beans, courgettes, rhubarb and strawberries on site over the summer
months – remember, anyone can pick and it is all free!
The Guides will tend the
Memorial Hall garden
beds; onions and garlic
are currently growing,
but more will follow. In
addition, the Rainbows
will also be creating and
maintaining their own
small garden at the
Baptist Hall with the
help of IEHooky. Watch
out for the ‘ready to
pick’ signs which will
appear in all our beds
when the produce is
ready to harvest.
Our big project though,
is the creation of an
Apothecary and Herb
Garden up at the Health Centre. The garden has four raised beds, growing herbs
and edible plants, all of which have beneficial medicinal properties and have been
grown in kitchen gardens to flavour food, and promote wellbeing, for centuries. In
time, a bench will go into the garden so that you might sit awhile amongst the
fragrant flowers and herbs and enjoy a little bit of peace. A big thank you goes out
to the Health Centre for allowing us to use this space to create a garden, and to all
those volunteers who have worked so hard to bring what was just an idea to
fruition.
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY (contd)
Part of the use of this space will be to run a gardening club out of hours. To make this
happen, we will need a minimum of two volunteers to give 1.5 hours of their
time per week during term time, to lead the children in the gardening club.
There will be support from IEHooky, and the chance to enjoy the fruits of your labour,
including the use of the greenhouse to start off your own plants, if you don’t have one
at home. If you would like to support our children to learn about how to grow food
for themselves and care for the environment, we would love to hear from you. This
is such an important part of the project, the generous gift of your time could well
change our future.
Finally, don’t forget to keep up with us on social media: www.facebook.com/IEHooky/
and via our web page: www.incredibleediblehooky.com, where you will also find our
contact details. You may also contact me directly. We always need new volunteers.
All ages, abilities and interests are welcome. Please get in touch if you think
you would like to be involved.
Sarah Morris, 737642

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Our first meeting of the year was held in February, and was a talk by David McGill on
practical tips for better photos. David is well known for his wildlife notes and local
history but he illustrated his talk with photographs of plants, some taken of the same
subject demonstrating certain settings that can change the image. This was followed
by a talk at our March meeting, given by Roger Umpleby, who is a local Entomologist;
this was entitled Bugs, the Good, the Bad and the Ugly. Again, this was illustrated by
some fine photographs, while Roger described what beneficial or detrimental effect
the bugs had on our garden plants. Many people were surprised about the various
traits – in some cases contradicting their assumptions.
Our attention now turns to the Spring Show which will be held at the village school
on Saturday 8 April, commencing at 2.30pm. Registration takes place at the Memorial
Hall on Wednesday 5 April, between 7.00 and 8.00pm. Entry is now open to
non-members for all categories, subject to a £3.00 entry fee and 50p for each class
entered. Although any prize money will be paid to non-members should they win, any
resultant silverware (cups or shields) cannot be awarded, as our insurance policy does
not cover non-members. If any clarification is required, or indeed a schedule, please
contact Malcolm Black on 730668.
Our April meeting is on 19 April, when the subject will be Growing Fruit, and then in
May a talk by Veronica Thornloe on Blenheim Palace Gardens. Great interest has been
shown in our all day visit to RHS Wisley, with well over half the seats already taken.
Wisley, in Surrey, is a beautifully landscaped area, with plants perfectly laid out to
give maximum visual effect. There are two large glasshouses, where the more exotic
plants grow, and a wide variety of eating outlets. The coach will leave the Sun at
9.00am and return by 5.00pm; the total cost of the trip will be £15. This will be on
18 June, and tickets details can be obtained from Elaine or Brian Griggs on 737458.
The following Wednesday, 21 June, we visit a local wildflower meadow, which is
designated an area of Special Scientific Interest, and includes a tour by Mary
Powell who has extensive knowledge of the area. A donation of £2.00 a head will be
made to the St Peter's church flower fund. Details of the remaining trips and upcoming
meetings will be in the next edition of the Newsletter.
Brian Griggs, 737458
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.
Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.
Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with
other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional
documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.
Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....
For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair

Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair Allison Hicks

Brian Griggs

Thomas Wright

Nathan Matthews

Charles Henderson

Kate McCall-McCowan*

Derek Brotherston*

Danny Duggan* Vacancy(*Co-opted)
Parish Councillor Vacancy: Nick Casson resigned from the Parish Council in
January and Councillors thanked him for his many years of service. A statutory
notice was advertised pursuant to section 87(2) of the Local Government Act 1972;
Cherwell District Council did not receive any requests from villagers for an election
and an advertisement opening up the vacancy to residents was posted on 3 March
2017. The closing date for applications was 24 March 2017.
The Annual Parish Meeting: this will be held on 11 May 2017 at 7.30pm in the
War Memorial Hall. The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will follow at 7.45pm.
War Memorial Hall: hirers are asked to contact the Parish Warden if they have
any issues with the War Memorial Hall. The Chairman of the Parish Council will no
longer respond to emails or telephone complaints regarding such matters.
Councillors are monitoring the amount of oil being used to heat the hall. As a result
of the high cost of heating, hire fees will be reviewed in May, with seasonally
adjusted hire fees being considered.
Survey of Parish Council Owned Trees: Sacha Barnes Ltd carried out a survey of
Parish Council owned trees earlier this year. Councillors have studied the report and
urgent issues are being identified and addressed.
Cemetery: The Parish Council is seeking quotations from specialist contractors to
eradicate Japanese Knotweed by the stream in the cemetery. Would you like to join
the ‘Friends of Hook Norton Cemetery’ group to assist with general tidying and
maintenance of the cemetery? If so, please contact Councillor Allison Hicks at
allisonjphicks@gmail.com.
Standing Water on the Taylor Wimpey Estate & Bourne Lane: At the
beginning of the year the Parish Council wrote to Taylor Wimpey to report standing
water after heavy rain on the Taylor Wimpey Estate and Bourne Lane, with the risk
of properties flooding. As Taylor Wimpey did not respond to the letter, Cllr Reynolds
took the matter up and contacted Oxfordshire County Council (OCC). OCC
responded stating that they had agreed with the developer that they could increase
the volume of flood waters within the storage area on the site, which will reduce the
flooding problems being experienced. They stated that the flood storage is designed
to deal with a 1 in 100 years + 30% flood (the standard Government design for this
area). They further stated that if a storm in the future does exceed this design,
there would not only be flooding in Hook Norton but also in other areas across the
County. It is understood that Taylor Wimpey has now carried out the necessary
work to help alleviate potential flooding issues in this area.
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HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL (contd)
Allotments Rents 2017-2018: Invoices for allotment rents 2017-2018 were sent
out at the end of February, payable by 1 April 2017.
Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan: If anyone in the village would like to update
the Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan, please contact Cllr Hicks
allisonjphicks@gmail.com. The update would need to take into consideration an
estate of 38 houses (opposite The Grange) which is in the pre-planning stage.
Village Defibrillators: Village First Responders attended defibrillator training in
January. The Parish Council thanks them for their valuable service to the
community.
Dog Bin: the dog bin at the top of Bourne Lane has been hit by a vehicle and is
damaged beyond repair. A new bin has been ordered.
Litter Bins: three new litter bins have been bought to replace very old ones
situated in the village.
Working Groups:
·

Recreation: Cllrs Kane, McCall-McCowan and Cllr Matthews

·

Cemetery and Allotments: Cllrs Hicks, Wright and Duggan

·

Environment: Cllrs Griggs, McCall-McCowan and Wright

·

War Memorial Hall: Cllrs Kane, Watkins, Brotherston and Henderson

·

Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Hicks

Planning details can be found in the Parish Council Minutes on the website, or on
Cherwell District Council’s planning portal. The Parish Council can object to a planning
application on planning grounds only, or support it. It does not have the authority to
approve any planning applications or Tree Works. This is the responsibility of the
District Council or the County Council. Residents can object to any planning application
using Cherwell District Council’s Planning Portal.
Potholes: There are numerous potholes in and around the village and the Parish
Council has reported many of them to OCC Highways. Residents are urged to report
potholes via the front page of the recently updated village website or directly to
Oxfordshire County Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Children’s Play Area: Dog owners are asked to pick up after their animals. Leaving
faeces behind is a health hazard to children and gets in the mowers. People can
confidentially report dog fouling offences to help Cherwell District Council’s
enforcement officers who target hotspot areas and fine owners who fail to clean up
after their dog. Offenders can receive an on-the-spot fine of £50, which can increase
to £1,000 if the case proceeds to magistrates’ court. To report an offence, visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling.
Thames Valley Neighbourhood Policing Team: the neighbourhood policing team
works on issues identified by local residents and businesses. Visit their website at
www.thamesvalley.police.uk to find out more. To contact them, please call 101, a
non-emergency number. In an emergency dial 999. Alternatively, email them on
BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Spring is now here, judging by the activity of the local wildlife, who seem to realise
that we have now turned the corner and have entered another growing season. As I
write this in mid-March, I have yet to hear a lawnmower but that could all have
changed by the time you read this.
Sightings of otter spraint have been made at least twice by Terry Swainbank. There
were in different places less than two miles from the centre of the village. Whilst this
seems unusual, it must be remembered that otters have been seen on the banks of
the River Evenlode which is not all that far away. Dog otters have been known to
travel up to 25km in an evening so spraint sightings close to the village might not
seem that surprising.
The milder weather means that birds are becoming more active. Ben Hill reports that
the kingfisher has made a welcome return to the stream at the bottom of his garden.
Firecrests have also been seen in Ben’s garden. Woodpeckers and blackcaps have
also been visitors to other gardens in the village.
Janet Duxbury of Bourne
Lane
witnessed
a
sparrowhawk eating a
pigeon it had caught on
her back lawn. All that
was left was a pile of
feathers. David Newton
of Burycroft Road sent
me a photograph (Ed.
This
month’s
cover
photo!) of two blue tits,
one of which is reflected
in a mirror. They had
been “attacking” the
mirror. During spring
birds defend their territories and may see their reflection as a rival and try to see it
off. Some observers feel that birds acting in this manner are using up energy which
could be used more effectively in nest building. Suffice to say that since taking the
photograph David has removed the mirror.
Several butterfly species over-winter as adults in the UK, and some have been seen
recently: a small tortoiseshell, brimstone and peacock. However, as ‘climate change’
takes hold other species which were not previously known to over-winter have also
been recorded doing so.
Lastly, as a beekeeper, our editor has drawn my attention to the Asian hornet. As its
name suggests it is a native of Asia but has recently been introduced to France and
Spain. Not by choice, I hasten to add, but perhaps inadvertently imported with a
consignment of pottery from China. Apparently, examples have somehow travelled
across the Channel – obviously they had not heard of Brexit – and were seen in
Tetbury, Gloucestershire last year. If this is not a one-off it is of great concern to
beekeepers as it preys on honeybees (and many other insect species, including
butterflies). It also disrupts the ecological role which honeybees provide and damages
commercial beekeeping activities. There is also the possibility of a health risk to those
who have allergies to stings.
As usual, please report any wildlife sightings to me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
Saturday 15 July 2017
The organising committee have started work on this year’s beer festival. Beer begging
is starting shortly and we hope that brewers throughout the country will continue to
show their generosity. Last year we served 140-odd ales donated by brewers from all
over the UK, and managed to raise around £25,500 for charity with just over half
going to Bloodwise, and the remainder distributed to local groups.
As ever, we are very much dependent on willing volunteers for help on the day. While
we have little problem finding people to pour the beer, there are many less glamorous
roles that need filling. These include ticket selling at the entrance, the ticket refresh
in the main tent, and selling merchandise on the day. Preparing the entrance packs
the day before is a major task that we may need help with, and clearing up the morning
after isn’t always popular.
One of our major costs is collection of full barrels from brewers all over the country
by courier. We can reduce this by asking for volunteers who might be travelling around
the country in the first two weeks of July, to pick up a barrel or two, it will mean that
we have more to donate following this year’s festival. If you think you might be able
to help please drop an email to the address below.
Two things to remember and pass on to others:
·
the Rural Fayre Field is used for livestock the rest of the year, so we would ask
that you avoid bringing any glass or cans to the event. This is a precondition of
our being able to use the field and the reason we only serve beer in polycarbonate
glasses. Security staff at the main entrance will be checking and asking anyone
with glass or cans not to bring them onto the site.
·
bear in mind that the primary aim of the festival is to raise money for good causes
and bringing along your own drink goes against the spirit of the event, and
ultimately reduces the amount raised for charity. We understand that real ale is
not the drink of choice for everyone so we will also be offering wine this year.
Hopefully this will broaden the appeal of the festival and reduce the need for
people to bring their own drink.
We are having an Introductory and Training evening for helpers on 16 June at the
Brewery Visitor Centre, so if you feel you can contribute in any way, please email the
address below and let us know if you can make it. Check out the new website for more
details and (beer related) news www.hookybeerfest.co.uk.
Hugh Robertson, for the Festival Committee, info@hookybeerfest.co.uk

REMEMBRANCE DAY WREATHS AND POPPY APPEAL
We are delighted to report that the sum of £220 was contributed by village
organisations towards the 2016 Remembrance Day Wreaths; this is up on last year,
so a big thank you to all those who gave so generously. Our thanks also go to the
various youth organisations that paraded so smartly on the day. Their participation
in this special act of remembrance is deeply valued by the village community, and we
have been touched by the number of people who have commented on how smart they
looked.
Also, a very big thank you to all our poppy sellers. Together with the money for the
wreaths and church collection, the total amount amassed was £3,153.66 – even better
than last year.
Get ready for the end of October – we will be off again!
Barry Lennon and Alison Shard, 730567
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A
NIGHT
TO REMEMBER
THE MEMORIAL HALL
1ST
HOOK
NORTONATGUIDES

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in making my 50th
Birthday party such a success.
The band – comprising Pete Watkins, Andy Thomas and Richard Joynes – were
outstanding, and kept us on our feet all night. Chris and James from PBH ensured we
were kept hydrated. Wendy Gordon for all her help before and after the function. My
family for carting everything back and forth, and putting up with me getting stressed
about sausage rolls! Also thanks to all the residents in the vicinity of the hall for their
patience and best wishes for a good party.
It was great to go back and relive our youth in the hall which, in the past, had held
the Engagement parties and Wedding Receptions of several of the guests. The venue
brought back a lot of good memories and created new ones.
Thank you all. It was a 'Top Night!'
Maggie Hiatt

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Registration Now Open: Midnight Walk 2017
Our 11th Midnight walk will take place on Saturday 24 June. This year's theme is
'Animals', so bring your rabbit ears, slip in to a zebra onesie, or join your friends in a
giant caterpillar. Whatever shape, size, or type of animal you choose, you're sure to
have a memorable Midnight Walk! Before Sunday 30 April the ‘Early Bird’ entry
fee is £15 (£20 thereafter). Please sign up today at www.khh.org.uk/midnight-walk
to help raise money for your local hospice.
Hospice Open Day – Friday 12 May (2–5pm)
Drop in to the hospice on Friday 12 May, 2–5pm for cake and a cuppa, to find out
more about what we do. Find out how you can get involved as a volunteer or
fundraiser, or how you can refer someone to us. We hope you’ll be able to join us!
For further information, please visit www.khh.org.uk/open-day
Chris Higgins, Communications Officer, 01295 816484

SAFE & WELL VISITS – OXFORDSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE
Did you know that Oxfordshire County Council’s Fire and Rescue Service offer free
Safe and Well Visits? Our firefighters will visit you at home to see what they can do
to help you reduce the risk of fire.
What does a visit cover? It comprises a Home Safety Check, to help reduce the risk
of fire in your home – such as checking and fitting smoke alarms and helping you
make a fire escape plan. During the visit firefighters are able to provide advice and
support to reduce any immediate risk from falls, fire, flood or power cuts. They can
also provide advice on health and crime prevention too.
You can request a visit online at www.365alive.co.uk/safewell or call our Community
Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999. If a loved one or friend would benefit from a visit,
please let them know about our Safe and Well visits.
Do you have a fire safety concern or question? There’s lots of great tips and advice
to help keep you and your family safer at home on www.365alive.co.uk. Or you can
call our Community Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999.
Lucy Bates, Marketing and Campaigns Officer
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD
& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday
26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556
YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE
EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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01295 788845

Free concert (with retiring collection) in St Peter’s Church

Sunday 7 May 2017 at 3.30pm
Some of you may remember that I held a concert
in St Peter’s Church last year to raise money for
my trip to Finland with Girlguiding Oxfordshire.
This event was well received. I was very grateful
for the support I received and I had an amazing
trip. Since then, I have been selected to
represent Girlguiding Anglia on a trip to Nepal
this summer. On this occasion, we will be
working within a school in a rural community
outside Kathmandu. This, again, requires some
serious fundraising;
Consequently, I am organising another concert!
There will be music from the orchestra and
chamber group from Chipping Norton School,
along with additional performances from various
singers and musicians. There will be
refreshments available to buy in the interval and
donations will be gratefully received at the end.
All proceeds will go towards my trip.
Please put the date in your diary and support me
if you can. Thank you.
Eleanor Taylor, Swere Valley Senior Section
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Girlguiding in Finland

CANCER RESEARCH UK
North Cotswold Fundraising Group
We are a small group of volunteers who organise
fund-raising events for CRUK in the Chipping
Norton/Hook Norton/Banbury area. Over the last
year we've raised £21,000, which included
£1,593 from the Hooky Alternative Race for Life
and over £3,800 from the Christmas auction,
which several of our Hooky friends generously
supported.
We are always on the lookout for people to help us with events, either on a one-off
or a more regular basis. Over the next few months, we have the following already
planned, with more events to be confirmed:
·

Saturday 3 June: cake sale, Chipping Norton Co-Op (cake donations will be
gratefully received)

·

12–21 June: my latest crazy stunt! Visit our Just Giving page
(www.JustGiving.com/CyclingForCharlotte) and/or follow us on Facebook
(@CyclingForCharlotte) to find out more

·

Sunday 1 October: Hooky Alternative Race for Life

·

November (date TBC): auction at the brewery

If you would like to get involved, please contact me.
Gill Begnor, 07855 807005, gillbegnor@live.co.uk

CHERWELL DOG WARDEN
Hello; as the new Dog Warden for Cherwell District Council, I am writing today about
the unpleasant topic of dog fouling, due to the numerous complaints that I have
recently received from both within Hook Norton and in the surrounding area. I have
started patrolling the area, actively looking for offences. While most dog owners are
responsible and always clean up after their pets, some owners still persist in leaving
dog fouling in our public areas.
Dog faeces often carries the larvae of Toxocara canis, or dog roundworm, which can
cause severe eye infections in humans, sometimes ending in blindness. Parvovirus
can also be passed between dogs through contact with infected faeces and is
potentially fatal.
Failure to pick up after your dog can result in a £50 Fixed Penalty Notice on the spot
or a fine of up to £1,000 if convicted in court. Disposing of used dog fouling bags on
the ground or in a hedge is a different offence that carries stiffer penalties. Dog owners
who are inclined to leave fouling will often clear up if they know they are being watched
but fail in their responsibility if they believe they have not been seen.
Residents should not tackle offending dog walkers directly. Instead, if you are aware
of a repeat offender, you can provide the council with time and place.
To report someone for failing to clear up after their dog, call the council’s
Environmental Services team on 01295 227007. Please include a description of the
dog and owner, the location observed, the date and the time of the incident.
Chris Cundy, Dog Warden, Cherwell DC
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Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.
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FROM THE PARISH WARDEN
First of all, a big thank you to whoever put packets of seeds through my door. I'm
already identifying areas to plant up and will soon be sowing seeds, initially into pots,
to plant out when the weather warms a little. I hope to make the village a more
colourful place for summer. Isn't it lovely to see so many beautiful bulbs in flower
around our wonderful village! A sure sign that spring is here...
I was recently at a brilliant birthday party in the village Memorial Hall, with Pete
Watkins and his band providing some excellent music to dance to. It was so lovely to
see the Hall being used in this way and I hope that anyone thinking of holding a
function or party in the future will consider using the Hall. The number for the clerk
(01295 722647) is in the newsletter directory or on the notice board outside the Hall.
There is now a working fridge in the Hall kitchen, too.
Just a reminder, as the season for clothes-in-the-park is upon us, that any articles
found in the playground or around the village will go to the Lost Property box in the
Village Shop. The box has been overflowing for some time so anything that has been
in there for more than a few months will, soon after 1 April, be going into clothes
recycling. If you have lost anything, please feel free to rummage and see if it's in
there.
And finally, some of you may have noticed the dog-poo bag dispensers springing up
around the village. Of course, most of you are responsible dog owners who have a
ready supply of bags of your own, so they are there to provide free bags to encourage
everyone with a dog to ‘pick up’, even if you normally have bags with you but find
you've temporarily run out. Please utilise these bags to help keep our village clean
and poo-free.
I wish one and all a bright and cheerful spring. See you around...
Wendy Gordon, Parish Warden for Hook Norton

HOOK NORTON WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE
Did you know that the village has both a website and facebook page? You can find
them at https://hook-norton.org.uk and www.facebook.com/hooknorton/. If you use
the sites, do you have ideas about how they can be improved, or have you wished
that your group or organisation was represented on it? There is a huge amount going
on in the village and getting the message out to people is what we are all about.
The pages are maintained/co-ordinated by a small group, loosely associated with the
parish council and the newsletter. We have elected ourselves to the job, but are
representing you. We would like to talk to anyone who is interested in the websites
about their content and making them more relevant to the village. If you would like
to participate, please come along to an Open Meeting and Workshop on 4 May,
7.30–9pm, at the Brewery Visitors Centre and have your say.
Would your group like a page on the website, but don’t know how to do it? We can
help. Setting up a link to a facebook page, or your events in the diary? Talk to us
about how to get them included. Something that you think should be there and isn’t?
Come along and tell us. The pages aren’t our toys, they are for the village and we
want you to tell us what works for you.
See you in May!
The website team (Emma, Jem, Noel, Loic, Helen, David, John, Diana),
team@hook-norton.org.uk

29

WHERE WAS DOWN END?
Today, Down End is a street or lane, but at one time it was a distinct place. Nowadays,
the lane seems to stretch from the High Street to the parish cemetery, and most
mapmakers assume that the street leads down to the area of Down End, which they
place at the bottom;
that is all a mistake.
The historic Down End
is actually half-way up
the hill, surrounding the
old
tite
at
the
crossroads with Bell’s
Lane and Well Bank.
The name, it has been
suggested, comes not
from a word meaning
‘below’ but from the
Anglo-Saxon word for a
hill or hillside, like the
hilly areas elsewhere
that are called The
Downs.
The modern street sign
at the top of the hill is really in the wrong place, for the Looking up Bell’s Lane in 1888
top few houses on either side have addresses on the High
Street. Down End proper begins at the street sign attached to the house called Rectory
View, just before
the point where the
lane
narrows.
Similarly, at the
bottom:
going
uphill, Down End
began where the
street sign now
stands, and there
used to be a parallel
sign attached to the
lower garden wall of
Stuart House. Of
course, when the
modern houses on
the bottom green
The Down End tite in 1905
were built, they were naturally given a Down End address,
but historically that area may have been known as Well Close or Tite End.
The oldest houses in Down End all surround the source of water – the tite halfway up
the hill. The four of the five houses closest to the tite were all built in the seventeenth
century, and possibly partly even in the late 1500s, as middling but prosperous
countrymen throughout England began building in stone. More houses were erected
in the 1700s across the hill, stretching in a near solid line from Gingerbread Cottage,
just beyond the entrance to Well Bank, to Millstone Cottage halfway up Bell’s Lane.
This construction reflects Hook Norton in its most prosperous years.
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WHERE WAS DOWN END? (Contd)
When photographers began to snap Down End, after 1880, they revealed a place
that had fallen on more difficult times. The houses look somewhat broken down, the
people dishevelled, life hard. The fine old house (standing across the mouth of
modern Well Bank), which had been part of the Lunatic Asylum between 1836 and
1854, and the patients’ dormitories behind in what was known as Asylum Yard,
were now filled with tenements and cottages. The old beer house (now Old Malt
Cottage) was a centre of rowdiness. By the 1920s, poorer houses in Bell’s Lane
were being deserted and even falling down. A row of thatched cottages below the
tite had been burned down in 1911 and replaced by Stuart House, built out of the
rubble. By the 1970s, many cottages had closing orders placed on them, and most
local residents looked to be rehoused in the new council houses. New residents had
to make improvements to the houses in order to get the closing notices withdrawn.
Ultimately, it was that first phase of modern building in the 1960s and ‘70s that
revived Down End. Old cottages were improved, extended and joined together. The
old asylum and Asylum Yard were demolished to make way for the Well Bank
development. New Bradstone bungalows were built on the lower east side, on the
allotments that had become known as “The Wilderness”. An old timber yard at the
very bottom of the hill gave way to four new council houses. By the 1970s Down
End had joined the rest of the village, and the feature that had drawn it together in
the first place – the tite – had been closed. Mains water (1956) and sewerage
(1965) had brought Down End into the modern world.
Donald Ratcliffe
For more photos (and picture credits), go to https://hooknorton.org.uk/history/history-around-us/, and select “Much in Little: a Pictorial Tour
of Down End”.

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,
Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton
Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information
www.turpinslodge.co.uk
Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
(can be bought over the phone)
Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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Jonathan Perry
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:
Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk
bridalwear
Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges
KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762
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THE BREWERY SHIRES OUT AND ABOUT
[Ed: Inserted for very little other reason than they’re our adorable village shires!]
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793
Opening Hours: Monday

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
2.00pm – 5.00pm

6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
(*volunteers only)
Friday
2.00pm – 5.00pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday
9.30am – 12.30pm
What’s on:
Wednesday 12 April: Easter Story-time @ 2.30pm for stories and drop-in craft
activities until 4pm. This is a free event.
Wednesday 19 April: Tea & Cakes with the Friends of Hook Norton Library,
3–4.30pm. There is a charge of £1 for a hot drink and a slice of cake. Meanwhile…
Wednesday 19 April (all day): Family History Help Desk. Do you need advice or
help with your family history researching? You can book a free 30 minute appointment
with an expert from the Family History Society. Did you also know there is free access
to ‘Ancestry’ and ‘Find my Past’ available on the library computers? Please book an
appointment for the Family History Help Desk by contacting the library.
Hook Norton library is starting junior book clubs on Friday evening, 5–6pm, once
a month. There will be two book clubs, one for Year 3 and Year 4, and a second for
Year 5 and Year 6. Karen will be coming into school to tell the children about the book
clubs. However, anyone interested can also sign up at the library.
Please note: Hook Norton Library will be open 9.30am–12.30pm this Easter
Saturday, 15 April. Whatever your plans, the team at Hook Norton Library wish you
a very happy Easter.
Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager
I am currently reading ‘Fates & Furies’ by Lauren Groff

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The 2016/17 Season is drawing to a close. It is hard to believe that it is almost over.
The committee feel that the programme this season has had something for everyone.
We have had retired Hooky vet Alan Walker describing his family’s connection to the
area, which spans 300 years or so. We have gone back in time with Andrew Baxter’s
talk about the discovery of a hoard of Roman coins found by the National Herb Centre
at Warmington. Food lovers too have been catered for in the shape of Liz Woolley,
who spoke to us in December; her subject being Oxford’s relationship with Beer,
Marmalade and Sausages.
Our penultimate meeting on 4 April will see Antonia Catchpole making a visit to talk
about the Early Development of Chipping Norton. In addition to being an accomplished
author, Antonia has also appeared in an episode of BBC TV’s Time Team. The final
meeting on 2 May is the AGM, but in keeping with recent tradition we will also have
a speaker. Following the conclusion of the formal part of the meeting Stephen Barker
will be talking about the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry on The
Somme.
Over the next few weeks the committee will be putting together the programme of
speakers for 2017/18. This promises to be every bit as good as previous years.
Meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall, Netting Street and start at 7.30pm.
Further information about the group can be obtained from me.
David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors
Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP
A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.
Tel 01608 644112

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON
Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill
Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

Chris Smith
Your local handyman
No job too small
Please give me a call!
Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF
WOMEN’S INSTITUTES
OXFORDSHIRE FEDERATION
HOOK NORTON W.I.
PROGRAMME:
PROGRAMME20122013
2017-2018
Meetings on the
3rd Tuesday of the Month
In
The Baptist Hall
At
2pm
Visitors Welcome

WI 2017-2018 PROGRAMME
2017
18 April
A Fireman’s Story - Rex Cleaver
Competition: A Candlestick
16 May
The History of Witney Blankets - Valerie Burton
Competition: Small Woollen Object
15 June
Summer Lunch
20 June
Every Picture Tells a Story - Peter Preece
Competition: Wildlife Photograph
18 July
Summer Outing to Evesham
15 August
Garden Party at Margaret’s
19 September
Tunnel Vision – London Underground History - Chris Caddy
Competition: Railway Memorabilia
17 October
Stroke Prevention - Linda Bull
Competition: A Pill Box

WI 2017-2018 PROGRAMME (contd)
2017 (contd)
19 October
Bring and Buy Sale
9 November
Christmas Shopping Trip to Reading
21 November
Lost Villages of Oxfordshire - Muriel Pilkington
Competition: Oxfordshire Postcard
7 December
Christmas Lunch
19 December
The Adderbury Ukes and Christmas Tea
2018
16 January
Royal Command Performance - Margaret Thomas
Competition: Seasonal Table Decoration
20 February
Dogs for Good - Pearl Watts
Competition: Animal Ornament
20 March
Annual Meeting and Mini-Show

PRESIDENT
Mrs Catherine Sparks
01608 678449

VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494

SECRETARY
Mrs Margaret Gardner
01608 737882

ASST.
SECRETARY
Mrs Maureen Watkins
01608 730411

TREASURER
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494

St. Peter’s Church, Hook Norton - Sunday 14 May 2017 at 3.30 pm
The Loxley Wind Quintet
Presents an afternoon of wind chamber music
From Shostakovich to The Beatles
Rachel McCubbin – flute
Nicky Brass – oboe
Helen Finch – clarinet
Raymond Joyce – horn
Ian McCubbin – bassoon
Admission £10 Adults, Children 18 and under FREE
Tickets available on the door
Interval refreshments served
For further information contact 01608 645589

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel:
01608 730560
Email:
hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Breakfast Club

Days
Monday–Friday

Times
7.30-9am

Costs
£3.00 per hour

Morning Playgroup

Monday–Friday

9am–12 noon

£16.00

Pick Up from Nursery

Monday–Friday

11.30am

£2.50

Lunch Club

Monday–Friday

12 noon–12.30pm

£2.50

Take to Nursery

Monday–Friday

12.30pm

£2.50

Afternoon Playgroup

Monday–Friday

12.30–3.30pm

£16.00

Pick Up from School

Monday–Friday

3.15-4pm

£2.50

After School Club

Monday–Friday

3.15–6pm

£6.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?
•
•
•
•

Relationship difficulties
Divorce / separation
Bereavement
Anxiety, stress or depression

For help and initial consultation contact

Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

•
•
•
•

Family issues
Low self esteem
Life changes
Trauma

Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456
Mobile: 07948 538 614

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.
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NOTES FROM THE HEAD AT GREAT ROLLRIGHT
Book Week 2017
As Book Week approaches each year, we sit down and try to find a different and
original way to celebrate this very important week in the school year. We believe that
it’s vital to ignite a passion for reading in the children we teach, so we always want
this week to be a memorable and special one; dressing up as our favourite character
from fiction year upon year just doesn’t feel special enough.
This year we decided to move away from fiction altogether and explore non- fiction
material. Our school house teams are named after birds of prey, so it seemed that
studying these birds and becoming non-fiction writers, as well as poets, during the
week would link into our everyday routines really well and provide us with great
opportunities to inspire the children.
We kicked off the week with an
amazing visit from Falconry UK,
who brought a wonderful
selection of birds into the school
hall, where the children could get
very close to see exactly what
the birds looked like and how
they flew. The variety of birds of
prey we were entertained with
included a falcon, different
species of owls – and a surprise
visitor was a kookaburra.
During the session, lots of
children were chosen to come to
the front of the school hall and
hold the birds on their arm using
a
glove.
The
children
were
fascinated by everything they
learned, including information
shared about the features of the
different birds and their natural habitats. It was brilliant to see how well the children
answered questions, showing some excellent knowledge.
We were also delighted to welcome James Macdonald Lockhart, local author of ‘Raptor:
A journey through birds’ who came to talk to the KS2 children. He shared a
presentation based on a map of his travels and photographs of the birds he had been
researching for his writing. He shared lots of bird facts and anecdotes from his travels,
and communicated his love of his subject wonderfully. The children thoroughly enjoyed
the presentation, and asked James lots of relevant and interesting questions.
As a follow-up to all of this, our children worked in cross-age situations to compose
poetry about the birds they had met. They also all then became non- fictions authors
like James, each creating a very comprehensive report on an invented bird of their
own. In order to complete these activities, the children researched everything
thoroughly. Throughout the week, the children had shared a variety of books, learning
how to carry out effective research. We also found some excellent stories to read to
them which included superb descriptions of birds of prey. It was a brilliant week and
an absolute delight to witness the children’s resulting efforts and the high quality of
writing they produced!
Anne Hewett
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HOOK NORTON WI
The speaker at our February meeting was Trevor Wood
from the RNLI. He gave us a very interesting and
enthusiastic talk and we learnt a lot about the
organisation. The first idea for a lifeboat came in 1750,
when a boat was lined with cork and then designed as a
section of fruit. They learnt that this shape always righted
itself. The Duke of Marlborough held a contest in 1785
to see who could design a better boat. In 1825 The
Shipwreck Institution was formed and, after the Grace Darling recovery, The
Fisherman’s Union was formed. Eventually these two groups were joined together
and, in 1854, the RNLI was created. The first boat built for this new group was called
‘The Grace Darling’. In 1891 the RNLI became independent, and formed their own
charity. Street collections and donations were used to run the organisation instead of
being supported by the government.
Over the years there have been many changes, and the boats were transformed from
being row boats to eventually having diesel operated engines and all high-tech
apparatus. Also, rubber inflatables and small hovercraft are being used. The RNLI is
run completely by volunteers who are trained at their college in Poole. They are
available to help anyone in trouble at any time of the day or night.
Doreen McLaughlin

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
30 hour funding: From September 2017, the government is increasing the free early
education entitlement for working parents of 3 and 4 year-olds. Those that meet the
eligibility criteria will be entitled to a total of 1,140 hours per annum. We will be
offering this entitlement to parents as flexibly as we can. You will be able to stretch
the funding over 50 weeks of the year, thus enabling you to have funded hours during
the holidays if you wish. You will also be able to use the hours in breakfast and
out-of-school club. We are also able to share the funding with other childcare provisions
and childminders. For more information please contact me.
Who is eligible for the additional 15 hours funding?
Children in families where both parents are working (or the sole parent in a lone parent
family), and each parent earns approx. £115.00 per week (a weekly minimum
equivalent to 16 hours at national minimum wage); and less than £100,000 per year.
We will still be offering the 15 hours funding for any 2-year-olds who meet the eligibility
criteria, and all 3 and 4 year olds.
The government tax-free childcare scheme: We will be part of the new
government tax-free childcare scheme when it starts. This is open for anyone meeting
the same eligibility requirements as before. For more information on the scheme please
look at www.gov.uk website.
For more information about playgroup check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly
Julie Riley, Playgroup Manager, 730560
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LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:
Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!
Contact Vicky on 737985

Friends of Hook Norton Community Library
Our annual BOOK and PLANT SALE will be held at
HOOK NORTON LIBRARY
on SATURDAY, 13 MAY 2017
at 9.30 – 12 noon
Please support this well-established annual event. On offer will be a wide range of
books and plants at bargain prices, coffee and biscuits, a raffle with fantastic
prizes, and live music.
To make the occasion a success, we rely on your donations of books and plants.
Books can be brought to the Library during opening hours in the week leading up
to the sale, i.e. from Saturday 6 May onwards. Please DO NOT bring them before
that date, as storage room in the Library is very limited. I am sorry that we will no
longer be able to accept sets of encyclopaedias, books in poor condition, videos or
cassette tapes. New or nearly new fiction, non-fiction and children’s books are
always welcome. If you cannot deliver the books yourself,
call Sue Ditchfield on 737604 for help.
Please bring plants with you on the day. If you cannot deliver them yourself,
call Stella Wilson on 737469 for help.
Meanwhile, don’t forget that we serve tea, coffee and delicious homemade cakes
every third Wednesday of the month in the Library Reading Room 3–4.30pm.
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AN ORPHANAGE IN BANGALORE
A few years ago Mike Gage, a member of Hook Norton Baptist Church, was visiting
his daughter in New Zealand, where he met a lady who was linked to an orphanage
and church in Bangalore. While visiting his compassion child in India (he gets around
a bit!), he made a visit to Paul and Anu, who run both the orphanage and church.
They found they had much in common and have become firm friends. The story of
the Hope Orphanage and the church is well worth hearing.
Since then Mike Gage and Pam Hummer from the church have been out to visit them
several times, and then a group of us went out in 2015. It was a wonderful experience
to meet the church members there: the 45 children, the congregation, the staff, and
of course pastor Paul and his wife Anu, who is a teacher. We preached and prayed
with them and did craft activities with the children each day. They had never had
people come and spend time with the children before.
So as a church we are now closely linked with Bangalore. Paul and Anu are doing
amazing things in the area, and daily provide for the 50 orphan children. He has high
standards for them and wants them to experience good schooling, a Christian
upbringing and the material essentials for daily life. There are no toys but they do
have school bags, stationery and good clothing.
They receive no funding whatsoever from the government: the allocated money never
reaches them and they are therefore dependent on their church congregation, who
have little money, and donations. They are a strong Christian Community and trust
God to provide for their needs – and I firmly believe that Hook Norton is part of God's
provision for them, and we have been able to provide an industrial sewing machine,
a washing machine, new pots and pans, new clothing, school stationery, and a day
out for them all to an Adventure Park.
Thanks to the generosity of the Baptist church, individuals and the people of Hook
Norton supporting events such as the ‘Soup and Pud’ (£500), ‘Just Desserts’ (£300),
and generous donations from ‘Carry on Learning’ and Hooky bee-keepers, we have
been able to support the work of The Orphanage.
At the time of writing, work is starting on building a school there – on land that we
have helped to buy. The Orphanage is in what we would see as a slum area of
Bangalore, but these projects are bringing hope and a quality of life to that community.
Paul and Anu send their heartfelt thanks to you. Their efforts to provide for 50 children
is a daily challenge and we are helping to provide then all with support and
encouragement.
Katie Rowe

CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats.
If you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Old
dog leads - collars - blankets -towels - beds - dog coats - scratching posts spare food - chews - brushes - combs - shampoo - toothpaste - in date
wormer/flea treatments - toys - cat carriers etc. Anything you think would make
an unwanted dog's/cat's life a little happier. Anything not suitable will be divided
between the PDSA and Blue Cross Charity shops in Banbury. If you care to give me
a call, I will be happy to deliver them.
Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS 2017
Great Art in Great Rollright
23 Artists in 4 sites,
in a Village setting
Featuring Photography, Painting, Ceramics,
Jewellery, Textiles, Sculpture, Paper. All
original artwork. Free entry. Teas, Parking,
Demonstrations.
Sat. 13th. - Sun. 21st. May.
Opening hrs. 11 - 6, weekends 10 - 6.
Friendly welcome to all.
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1�� HOOK NORTON GUIDES
Over the winter period, we
have
had
a
good
attendance from the 16
guides in Hook Norton.
They have worked on their
Go-for-It's in patrols,
which they have really
enjoyed; making kites,
smoothies, doing make
up, looking at healthy
eating, acting and of
course music. They have
enjoyed
taking
the
responsibility of bringing
in the items that they
require to run their activities!
The girls made Mother's Day gifts, and have played lots of games last week – the
photo shows the ever popular parachute game.
The highlight of this term was to attend the showing of ‘Beauty and the Beast’, which
was a Girlguiding event in Banbury on Sunday 19 March at 9.45am – a great event
which we all enjoyed.
We are going to be working on the ‘Traditions of Guiding Badge’, which shows the
girls how to do lots of guiding traditions, all ready for St George’s Day in April. We
are looking forward to the lighter evenings and a chance to do outdoor activities, which
the girls always enjoy.
Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING
The

Community

Smallholding

is

getting ready for its 5th year of
operation. Tidying up work has
started in the paddock to get it ready
for our new arrivals. Recently,
members have visited local farms to
look at rare-breed weaners. We hope
that they will be arriving over the
coming weeks. As in previous years, we will
get them in batches, the first being four
Oxford Sandy & Black crossed with Large
White pigs. We also hope to get 2 Tamworth
crossed with Berkshire pigs and 2 Berkshires
crossed with Gloucester Old Spots.
The aim of the group is to have fun and gain
enjoyment from looking after the pigs.
However, our main concern is the welfare of
the pigs in our charge. Happy stress-free pigs
will produce pork which is tasty and full of flavour. We plan to have an Open Day at
the paddock in the coming weeks, so watch out for notices in the village.
If you would like more information about the group please contact Bethan Dennick
David McGill
on 07882 751264 or by email dennickfamily@me.com.
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Advanced notice
of a Hook Norton
based on the
game of
starting at
2.00pm
at Hook Norton
School
This
game of Cluedo, will have teams of
‘detectives’ searching the streets and landmarks of Hooky for
clues to a dastardly crime!
Begin at the school, and start your investigation.
All locations are walkable and within the village, so follow the
directions and spot clues to the killer, the location and the
weapon.
A team of Detective Inspectors will be on hand at the school to
offer support if needed.
Teams of up to 6: £4.00 per person; with up to 6 members of
the same family for £16
- includes refreshments at the school on completion.
This is an all-comers, all village event, not just for those
associated with the school;
All proceeds will be for FOHNS.
Register your team by email at office.3044@hooknorton.oxon.sch.uk;
Quote your family name(s), number of adults & children and a
mobile number.
Look forward to seeing you there. Hazel and Kevin Hope
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FOHNS (FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL)
A big thank you to everyone who supported the
Skittles night at The Sun in February, and
congratulations to 2017 FOHNS Skittles Champion –
Sean Daly! Thanks also go to all the families who
supported the Family Movie night which was a great
success.
Whilst going to press, Kevin Hope's ever popular quiz
night is taking place at the Sports and Social club
on 24 March, to be followed by the Auction of
Marvellous Promises on the 1 April at the school.
Bidding has started online and it's already looking to
be successful.
We have quite a number of events coming up and
family fun starts with the Easter egg hunt round the
village in the holiday period, followed by Family Bingo
on 29 April at the school.
The Grand Garage and Car Boot with the Bike and
Bake sale will take place on 7 May. The day will start
at 12 noon and the bake & bike and car boot sale will be at the school until 3pm, and
the village-wide garage sale will run until 4.30pm. Chris Green and the Old Blokes on
Bikes will be offering a repairs / service for a small fee. There will be a £5 fee to
participate in the car boot and garage sale, and £1 to purchase a map. If you wish to
stay home and sell your unwanted items from there, the garage sale is perfect for
you; email me to be included on the map, or pick up a form from the school reception.
Ladies night on 19 May is looking to be a fabulous evening; please keep an eye out
on the FOHNS Facebook page for more details.
Spaces are still available for the Golf Day on Friday 21 July. For booking and
information, please contact johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk.
Last but by no means least, FOHNS will be supporting Music At The Crossroads
on Saturday 1 July at The Brewery Field – we look forward to seeing you there!
Thank you for your continued support.
Laura Wyatt, Chair FoHNS, wyattific@gmail.com

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Spring Concert. St Peter’s Church. Free admission.
Saturday 29 April 7.30pm.
Training & Main Band will perform. Come along and enjoy an
evening of our varied repertoire, under the direction of Shaun
Humphries. Shaun's promising an evening with a ‘twist’ this
year (we've no idea what he's up to either as I write!!) Have
an evening out! Jean & Janice's Raffle; refreshments etc;
retiring collection in aid of Band funds; everybody welcome.
You'll be surprised what Brass Bands perform nowadays!!
Martin Quartermain
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Hook Norton C of E Primary School
Sibford Road, Hook Norton, BANBURY, OX15 5JS
Tel: 01608 737379

Email: office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

Midday Supervisors (x2)
£14,514 pro rata (£7.52 per hour)
7.5 hours per week term time only (job share considered)
Hook Norton C of E Primary School is looking to recruit two enthusiastic
and flexible Midday Supervisors to join our small and friendly team, 7.5
hours per week (11.30am to 1.00pm), Monday to Friday in term time only, to start as soon as possible.
We require team players, warm and friendly towards the children, who will
supervise pupils in the dining hall, playground and school premises, and
help with setting up and putting away furniture. The role requires the
successful applicant to help children at mealtimes, clean up spillages and
ensure that tables are clean, caution children who misbehave and, if
necessary, record and report incidents to the Senior Midday Supervisor.
You must make sure that children do not leave the school premises or go
into areas that are out of bounds. You will be expected to encourage
children to play and help with play activities as directed, and report any
concerns that arise. You will tend to sick or injured pupils and record and
report any serious accidents and provide First Aid assistance if qualified.
Application forms and further details are available from the school office.
Oxfordshire Schools are committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and expect all staff and volunteers
to share this commitment. This post involves the type of work with children and young people, that requires applicants to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service check. The possession of a criminal record will
not necessarily prevent an applicant from obtaining this post. All cases
are considered confidentially and according to the nature of the role and
information disclosed. Oxfordshire County Council is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections of the community, irrespective of gender, ethnic origin or disability. Applicants will be
considered solely on their suitability for the post.
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THE MONDAY LUNCH CLUB GOES CREATIVE
Over recent weeks the members have had a chance to become sculptors.
Here are some examples of their handiwork. The quality is astonishing, especially as,
for many, this is their first attempt. Such is the enthusiasm that it is hoped it will
become a fixture in the calendar. Grayson Perry, look out!!!
Rita Wheatley
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BAPTIST BANTER
With Easter fast approaching I have come
to realise that not everyone knows what
it is about! I was surprised a few years
ago when The Meaningful Chocolate
Company produced The Real Easter Egg
and found it difficult to have it accepted
in some of the larger supermarket chains.
The Real Easter Egg is a chocolate Easter
egg made from Fairtrade chocolate and
included in the box is a 24-page activity
story book for children explaining the
meaning behind the celebration of Easter.
The Eggs have been in production for the last seven years but, in the first few years,
the Meaningful Chocolate Company had some difficulty in getting some supermarkets
to distribute them; one representative asking ‘What has Jesus got to do with Easter?’
This goes to show the power of consumer advertising: that Easter is all about eggs,
and nothing to do with Jesus. TV programmers limit the season to, perhaps, a special
‘Songs of Praise’ and a re-run of the film “Ben Hur” to appease the Christian audience
but, in essence, Jesus Christ is being squeezed out of Easter.
The truth of the matter is that, without Jesus, there is no Easter message! The whole
reason for Easter celebration is contained in this verse from the Bible, ‘For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.’ John 3:16 (NIV).
God showed, through the laws of the Old Testament, that we cannot live our lives in
love for Him and other people, and that we make a mess of it when we try in our own
strength. But He doesn’t stop there! God loves us so much and He desires to have a
relationship with each of us and so He gave us a way to do that. He sent Jesus into
the world (that’s what Christmas is about) to show us how to love God’s way, and
after He was put to death on the Cross (Good Friday), He rose from death to life on
the third day (Easter)! God demonstrated that, through Jesus’ death on the cross, we
can have a new life by believing in Him and following His ways. We are now under His
grace, and not the law.
I pray that you will ponder about God and Jesus this Easter, and take the opportunity
to explore it more in our Easter celebration services. For more information, see
www.christianity.org.uk/index.php/index.php or come and see us!
Events from the calendar: We had a very successful Variety Night on 25 February,
and are planning another Just Desserts Event on 13 May, which will be a Quiz Night.
Do come!
Lent meetings, shared with Anglican and Methodist friends, are being held here, and
the next one will be on 6 April at 7.30pm.
Easter Celebrations. Good Friday, 14 April: Service at 10am, followed by coffee and
hot cross buns.
Easter Sunday: 8am Communion; 9am Breakfast; 10.30am Family Service.
There will be another ‘Messy Church’ on 25 June. 3–5pm.
Holiday Club is 24–27 July, for children aged 6–11yrs.
Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677; Dorothy Smith, 737266
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
Tel: 01295 780279
Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com
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www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

ELECTRIC BIKES - BACK FROM 1 APRIL 2017
Ready, Steady, Go …!
After the successful trial with the
four e.bikes stationed at the Primary
School last year, there was lots of
support from our community for
Hook Norton Low Carbon to
purchase the electric bikes and to
keep the scheme running for 2017.
So, from 1 April 2017, they will be
available and ready for you to book
out.
Just drop an e.mail to info@hnlc.org.uk if you want to sign up for
this year, and we’ll provide you all
the details for being able to use the
electric bikes in what we hope will
be a summer of warmth and
sunshine!
If you haven’t tried one yet, and
want to see just how ideal they are
for the hills around Hook Norton,
again just drop a line and we’ll
arrange a trial ride for you. Quotes
from last year’s launch event
included ‘Just brilliant I want to take
it home with me’, ‘Okay I want one!
It’s great; it’s like riding on the flat,
it’s so easy!’, and ‘I love it it's life changing J’.
You’ll also find details on
our
web
site
along
www.hn.lc.org.uk
with all the other ways we
look to help you save
money and energy. Not
least, while you are thinking of
electric
transport,
don’t
forget our electric car:
Our ‘all-electric’ latest addition to the Hooky Car Club community pool cars, the Renault
Zoe, is based at the Primary School, where it is charged directly from the PV solar
panels on the roof, so it is truly ‘green’ (as well as cheap!) motoring.
Contact carclub@hn-lc.org.uk or phone 07535 345885 for a test drive, or join the club
and use the car yourself. With a radius of around 80 miles, you can get to Oxford,
Stratford and even Cheltenham and back in a quiet, environmentally-friendly vehicle.
Book it for as little as an hour or as long as a week. The Car Club provides you with
the convenience of a second car when you need it, rather than having a depreciating
asset sitting outside your home.
Tim Lunel, 730446, Tim.Lunel@hn-lc.org.uk
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Estate Agents and Surveyors
SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com
Specialist Letting and Management service.
Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01295 263505

Tel: 01608 642111

NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the summer Banbury league
matches: We have 3 teams in the
floodlit league. The A and B teams are
currently in 4th and 3rd place in Division
1. The C team is 3rd in Division 4.
Junior and Ladies coaching until July
2017
2 weekly courses from Monday 10 April
to Thursday 13 April (Week 1) and Tuesday 18 April to Friday 21 April (Week 2)
Day

Time

Level/Session

Age

Price £

Mon 10 to Thurs 13 April
Mon 10 to Thurs 13 April

9–9.30am
9.30–10.30a

Tots 1
Mini Tennis Red 1

3–5
5–8

15.00 or 10.00*
30.00 or 20.00*

Tuesday 25 April to Saturday 22 July
Day

Time

Level/Session

Age

Tuesday

10–11.30am

Adult Ladies 1

18+

Price £
7.50

Tuesday

4.30–5pm

Tots 1

3–5

2.50

Tuesday

5–6pm

Mini Tennis Red 1

5–8

5.00

Tuesday

6–7pm

Adult Improvers 1

18+

5.00

Wednesday

6–7pm

Junior Squad

11+

5.00

Junior Membership Fees: The tennis club committee would like all juniors who
attend term time coaching sessions to become members of the club. There are two
options: you can either pay £20.00 per child per year (1 April to 31 March) or
£10.00 per child per term. This is a separate payment to the coaching fees and
should be made payable to the ‘Hook Norton Tennis Club’. The main benefit of
becoming a junior member is that your child/children will be able to use the tennis
courts (when they are available) to practise.
Cardio Tennis: Sessions are held Wednesday evenings 7–8pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930.
406015 / baselinecoaching@outlook.com. To play in a team or for more information
contact Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk
Elaine Priestley

Come and Enjoy an Evening of Opera and Song
Jasmine Faulkner: Soprano; Ben Watkins: Baritone; Joseph Cummings: Piano
St Peter’s Church; Sunday 23 April; 6.30pm; £10 (Students/Children £7)
Tea and Cake; Proceeds to ‘Kenya Kids’ Charity
More Information from: Faulkner family, 730194
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THE RECTOR WRITES
Why we Celebrate Easter
Back in the 1880's Friedrich Nietzsche declared that ‘God is dead!’ Then George
Bernard Shaw and H. G. Wells chimed in saying the 20th Century would mark the end
of the world's ‘religious phase.’ But that didn’t happen; a new millennium dawned with
as much of God in it as the previous one had. Nietzsche, Shaw and Wells have long
since decayed in their graves, but God continues to live! That's the Christian message
of Easter. We live and die; Christ died and lived!
Those who had schemed to have Jesus put to death, went to Pilate to ask if the tomb
could be sealed and guarded to stop anyone taking His body away. Pilate had
interrogated Jesus and seen the way He faced His accusers and His death. That
encounter no doubt informed Pilate’s response. He said, ‘Make the tomb as secure as
you can!’ (Matthew 27 v.65). In spite of the superior Roman military might at his
command, Pilate sensed things were far beyond his control. Deep down, Pilate knew
he couldn’t deal with spiritual forces by material means… and he was right!
The stone was rolled away, not to let Jesus out, but to let us go in, to see only where
the body once lay. The tomb could not hold Jesus, for death is strong, but Life is
stronger. Likewise, that Life is stronger than the dark, for it lets in the light; and it is
stronger than the wrong, for it brings in the right.
Muhammad died, and was buried. His faithful followers take pilgrimages to visit his
remains; the same is true of other religious leaders. But it is not true of Jesus. You
cannot visit His remains, you can only visit His empty grave, because He isn't there;
He arose, and that is why we celebrate Easter!
Our services moving towards the Celebrations of Easter begin on 9 April with a special
Palm Sunday ‘All Age Communion Service’ at 10am followed, on 13 April at
7.30pm, with a traditional meal served in the context of our Passover Supper.
On Good Friday at 2.00pm we gather for a reflective ‘An Hour at the Cross’.
On Easter Day, St. Peter’s will resound with Easter Praise at our 10.00am Morning
Worship.
For full details of all that’s going on – and not just in the church building, but in various
places around the village – see our Notice Boards, visit www.stpetershooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us: Lay Minister, Janet Collins, 737081;
Churchwardens, Mary Powell, 737463; Mark Taylor, 730089.
John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL KARATE MEDAL IN HOOK NORTON
On 26 February, in
Zelenograd, Russia,
Hooky resident Conor
Davies competed in a
major international
Katate tournament,
held in honour of
Saint
Nicholas
of
Japan (a 19th Century
Russian
Orthodox
missionary to Japan,
whose colourful life
demands an article in
its own right!). Conor
was one of a group of
competitors from the
Oxford
Karate
Academy; he returned
with a prestigious
Bronze medal in the
Kata discipline, one of
13 medals won by
Academy members
and 18 by the British
group – a result of the
kindness
and
generosity
of
sponsors and the hard
work
and
commitment of the
team members.
The image shows
Conor performing a
move from Sepai
Kata, a high-grade Kata. Katas are sequences of moves that are typical of a particular
style of karate. The Academy style is Goju Ryu, meaning ‘hard and soft’.
Conor has now started teaching full time and is looking to grow his classes. Hook
Norton will also host a seminar in April in Hook Norton for Oxford Karate Academy
members. Conor will offer a free trial session to anyone wishing to try a class. Classes
are on Friday evenings in the Memorial Hall, 4.30–6pm, for all grades, age 6+;
6-6.45pm, additional tuition for 7th kyu (red belt) and above.
The group are now looking for sponsors to help send Conor to compete in Japan in
July. The event is a huge two-day tournament with several thousand competitors
from all over the World. The first day is with over 2,000 juniors! Anyone wishing to
join a class or sponsor Conor, please contact him by email at
Paul Coleman Kyoshi,
c0nordavies@hotmail.co.uk.
7th Dan Japan Karate Federation Goju Kai, 07956 902101, OxfordGoju@aol.com

63

64

STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
In terms of theatre, this spring is not about new shoots bursting on the stage but the revival
of some great plays. Perhaps at the forefront is Edward Albee’s classic, ‘Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?’ at the Harold Pinter Theatre London until 27 May. Although the ghosts of
Taylor and Burton from the 1967 film may haunt any production, Imelda Staunton gives a
virtuoso performance as Martha, ably supported by Conleth Hill as her husband. It is a
lacerating comedy – a truly marital ding-dong.
Also from the fifties, Tom Stoppard’s ‘Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead’ has a
resurrection at the Old Vic – where it began. Daniel Radcliffe continues to show his broad
acting talent; he and with Joshua McGuire make a fine double act in this death-obsessed
comedy. I can’t wait to relive the fascination of the pair, to pass the time, famously tossing
a coin that always comes up heads! It closes on 29 April – tails and you lose!
Nothing to do with provincial productions as such, but I noticed two plays I enjoyed when
they were first produced have had poor reviews in their revivals: ‘Shirley Valentine’ at
Birmingham’s New Alexandra and Joe Orton’s ‘What the Butler Saw’ at Leicester and Bath;
a tricky thing these revivals. However, there does seem a dearth of good new plays. Even
at this year’s Chichester Festival Theatre season, we have Richard Wilson in a revival of
Alan Bennett’s ‘Forty Years On’!
Indeed our own Chippy Theatre has, as its own joint-production, Athol Fugard’s ‘The Island’.
This great drama of defiance and determination draws on stories that soar out from Robben
Island, where Nelson Mandela was held prisoner. It runs at Chippy 10-20 May. Performed
in the round, I am certain it will be a riveting evening of theatre.
In our local galleries there are worthy offerings: The Ashmolean, Oxford shows ‘Degas to
Picasso – Creating Modernism in France’. Also including works by Matisse, Manet, Chagall,
Renoir and Leger, the organisers tell the compelling story of the rise of Modernism. This
runs to 7 May.
At Compton Verney they continue impressing – this time ‘Creating Countryside: Thomas
Gainsborough to Today’. The exhibition examines the rural idyll past and present by bringing
together Old Masters and contemporary artists, whose work spans four centuries. In this
way they explore artistic, social and political forces that have affected our ‘green and
pleasant land’. A spring visit is very inviting - it runs to 18 June.
However it is the National Gallery that lets us enjoy high drama in the Italian High
Renaissance. It seems that when vitriolic rivalry flared up between Michelangelo and
Raphael, the former incorporated Sebastiano, who might otherwise have remained as a
‘bit-part player, as a double act to marginalise the great Raphael. Go to see the outcome:
‘Michelangelo & Sebastiano’ runs to 25 June! As I hinted the last time, the two shows at
the Royal Academy are very good indeed: America v Russia. ‘America After The Fall’ (to 4
June) examines the country’s Depression years through paintings by some of the best,
including the famous ‘American Gothic’ by Grant Wood. ‘Revolution: Russian Art 1917-1932’
(to 17 April) lives up to its title, with vivid depictions of the turmoil in art as the Revolution
unfolded – the great expressive hope of Kandinsky, Malevich and Chagall, followed by the
Socialist Realism demanded by Stalin. It was very dangerous being an artist at that time!
At The Holburne Museum, Bath (to 4 June) there is an enlightening exhibition on the Bruegel
(or is it Brueghel) Dynasty. This includes a recent authentication of ‘Wedding Dance in the
Open Air’ as a Pieter Brueghel The Younger. I am hoping that by the time I have been to
Bath I will be rather more knowledgeable in identifying between this four-generation artist
family! And a bonus, this is for members of our Film Society who saw ‘A Pigeon Sat On A
Branch Reflecting On Existence’, I hope to meet this very pigeon in the Breughel painting
‘Hunters in the Snow’!
With humble apologies to Concert goers I have not had an opportunity to plan any concert
visits and therefore cannot provide my recommendations. Will try to do better!
John Wheatley
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
The Parish Council
have undertaken some
useful works of late:
The tree on the bus
shelter opposite the
green
has
been
cleared, and members
of the council have
worked to reinstate
the
boarded-up
window – thank you
Brian Griggs for your
hard work on this. We
are have installed a
bench in the shelter –
and have replaced the waste
bins on this shelter, the stop
at East End, and outside the
Memorial Hall with more
aesthetically
pleasing
versions. We are also planning
extra swings and a see-saw at
the playground, so keep an
eye out for the improvements.
The Parish Council paid for a
paediatric/adult defibrillator at
the school, and have also
installed a new defibrillator at
the memorial hall – so there
are now five defibrillators in
the village.
Additionally, we have Wendy
Gordon's contribution as a
very active Parish Warden,
keeping the streets clean and
tidy – and we hope you are
noticing the improvements. If
you do have any suggestions
for other issues we could look
at, please email the Parish
Council: parishcouncil@hooknorton.org.uk.
As ever, potholes are a problem; please help us by reporting any highways issues you
spot via the link on the village website. The website, incidentally, has just been given
a facelift by our team of volunteers. Have a look, there is a wealth of information on
there, including the extensive local history section: https://hook-norton.org.uk.
Emma Kane, Chair, Hook Norton Parish Council
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2�� HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
Rainbows began the New
Year with a fun-packed
host of activities: At the
start of term we had a
visit from Dogs for Good,
which included a heartwarming video about
their work and a chance
to meet Connie, a lovely
six-month-old
puppy
ambassador. Rainbows
enjoyed learning Yoga
moves with Sarah Haden
from Yoga Unlimited and
even took turns using a
Tibetan Singing Bowl! We
also learnt where our
fresh produce comes
from, thanks to a special
visit to Morrisons in Banbury – a definite highlight was going behind the baking counter
and spreading Victoria sponges with jam and cream to take home!
Rainbows were excited to meet PCSO Claire Brennan from Banbury Police, who gave
an interactive talk on safety; this ended with our Rainbows being shut in the back of
a police van, which was a
source of much laughter!
Finally, to celebrate World
Thinking Day, the Rainbows
were delighted to receive
letters from a Rainbow
section in Goondiwindi, New
South Wales. The Rainbows
were sent hand-crafted foam
boomerangs and, in return,
we made colourful cards
about ourselves and Hook
Norton to post back. This is
hopefully the start of a
continued
communication
and friendship.
In Addition to all the energetic and creative activities, the Rainbows have been loving
Sophie reading aloud wonderful stories with positive, inspirational messages for girls
such as ‘Rosie Revere, Engineer’ by Andrea Beaty.
Thanks, as always, to the parents and grandparents who have given their time to help
out each week.
We bid a sad farewell to Annie, Gracie and Tahlia, and wish them well as they journey
onto Brownies; we also welcomed Lilla. We are looking forward to the spring/summer
term and more sessions centred around the Rainbows themes of Look, Learn, Laugh,
Love.
Jacquie Barnett
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RESTAURANT CHALLENGE
On Wednesday 20 September, and for the following
3 Wednesdays, courtesy of Louise and Cameron, the
Sun Inn will open its doors to non-professionals in
a Restaurant Challenge in aid of St Peter’s Church.
If you’ve ever fancied the idea of cooking in a professional kitchen, or simply because
you want to raise some money for a good cause, and you’d like an opportunity to take
part, here’s what you need to know:
Ø

We need teams of four people. No chefs or other catering professionals will be
allowed to enter (sorry).

Ø

Each week one team will ‘be in charge’ and will have two people in the kitchen
and two front of house (all under Cameron and Louise’s supervision)
o

Ø

If we have more than 4 teams apply, we will narrow down to 4 based on
information you give us!

Each team will prepare, cook and serve a 2-course meal (starter and main) for
up to 40 diners; one pot dishes will be recommended for the main course (e.g.
casserole, lasagne or chilli style meals).

If you are interested in proposing a team of four, either pick up an application form
from the Sun or email me at the address below. The form will give you all the
information you need to decide whether to enter or not! Completed forms should be
handed back to the Sun before 30 June.
The dates will be 20 and 27 September, and 4 and 11 October. There will also be a
‘winner’s night’ on 18 October for the same price and catered for by the Sun (again
for St Peter’s benefit), which anyone is welcome to attend.
Anyone wishing to attend one of the Restaurant Challenges as a diner can reserve
tables or seats, priced at £20 per person, after 1 July. Look out for further details in
June’s newsletter.
If anyone has any questions, please email me at the address below.
Kevin Hope (with The Sun Inn), socialeventsatstps@gmail.com
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PERMANENT REMEDY FOR NUISANCE PHONE CALLS
Until recently, I was getting a lot of nuisance calls. Several times each day the phone
would ring, and I would be offered Oven Cleaning, Solar Panels, Double Glazing, Loft
Insulation, PPI assistance and so on. It was starting to get very irritating indeed, so
one day in January I asked the telephone operator to connect me to the BT Nuisance
Calls Line.
I was offered a new option (‘1572’, not to be confused with the existing ‘1571’ service)
by BT, at no cost, which they said would eliminate most of the calls. This was because,
as I was told, the software team working on this had some form of self-teaching
algorithm which would determine, from the call originator’s number, whether the call
was genuine or whether it was someone trying to sell me something.
I agreed to try this new service, but (as you can imagine) I was rather apprehensive
at first. ‘Would it work?’, I wondered, and ‘Would I accidentally lose calls from friends
and family?’ These worries turned out to be unfounded, and I am glad to say that I
have been free of the daily nuisance of cold-calling for several weeks now.
As I understand it, BT was a little late in getting into the game, as some of their rivals
had been providing a similar service since sometime last year. If you have your
telephone service provided by someone other than BT (e.g. TalkTalk, Sky, PlusNet,
Virgin Media and so on), it is still probable that you would be able to rid yourself of
this persistent nuisance, and also at no cost, by employing an equivalent service to
the 1572 facility from BT.
At the moment, I receive access to the new service for free. There seems no reason
why it would be charged for in the future, particularly because of the fact that since
several rival telecom companies are providing it, they would have to take the unlikely
step of moving ‘as one’ to cause the service to be paid for in the future; nevertheless
– beware!
Richard Helyer

BRIDEWELL OPEN GARDENS
Bridewell Organic Gardens is an award-winning charity, based in a walled garden and
five-acre vineyard at Wilcote, near Witney in West Oxfordshire. Its objective is to
improve the emotional well-being of adults who have suffered from a range of mental
illnesses. This objective is met by providing a tranquil, rural setting in which service
users ('gardeners') can engage in satisfying and rewarding activities. More details at
www.bridewellorganicgardens.co.uk.
Aside from this (or, perhaps, partly because of it), I have found it a very magical and
fulfilling place to spend a summer afternoon, with very good cake. Open days this
year are all on Sundays, 2-5pm: 14 May; 18 June; 16 July
David Jones

ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB
The results of the latest St Peter’s church 100 club draws are:
January: £100 K Hope / £25 A and C Town / £25 A Taplin
February: £100 J Curtis / £25 D and K Smith / £25 K McCall-McCowan
Mark Taylor, 730089
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APRIL/MAY VILLAGE DIARY
RECURRING EVENTS
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday

10:00 AM
9.30 AM
10:00 AM
6.30 PM
7.00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
3:30 PM
10:00 AM
9:15 AM
9.30 AM
10:00 AM

Monday Club - Care Group for older people
Yoga (term time only)
Font Café
Pilates (term time only)
Hooky Harriers
Ladies Social Badminton
Community Morning - Mums and Tots
T’ai Chi classes (term time only)
Jam Club
Ladies Social Badminton
Friday Toddler Group
Pilates (term time only)
Font Café

Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
St Peters
Memorial Hall
Sports & Social Club
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Primary School
Memorial Hall
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
St Peters

Sunday

6:30 PM

Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only)

Memorial Hall

SPECIFIC EVENTS - APRIL
Date

01
04
05
06
08
08
09
09
10
12
12
13
13
13
14
14
14
16
16
16
16
17
18
19
19
23
25
26
26
27
27
29
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Time

19:30
19:30
19:00
19:15
14:30
19:00
10:00
10:00
00:00
14:30
17:00
09:00
19:30
19:30
00:00
10:00
14:00
00:00
08:00
09:00
10:30
00:00
14:00
15:00
19:30
18:30
19:00
14:00
20:00
09:00
10:30
19:30

Day

Event

Location

Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday

FOHNS Auction of Promises
Local History Group
Garden Club - Entry night for Spring Show
Lent Meeting
Garden Club Spring Show
Movie Night - Miracle in Milan
Easter Praise
Palm Sunday All Age Communion
Hook Norton Primary School Easter holiday
Easter Story Time
Open Tap Take Over
Rhythm Time Music
Parish Council Meeting
Passover Supper
Good Friday Bank Holiday
Service, coffee and hot cross buns
An Hour at the Cross
Easter Sunday
Easter Communion service
Easter breakfast
Easter Morning Worship
Easter Monday Bank Holiday
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Hook Norton Garden Club
Evening of Opera & Song
Hook Norton Knitting Group
Craft & Chatter
Allotment association meeting
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Hook Norton Brass Band Spring Concert

Primary School
Baptist Hall
Memorial Hall
Baptist Church
Primary School
Memorial Hall
St Pater's Church
St Peter's Church
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
St Peter's Church
Baptist Church
St Peter's Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
St Peter's
Baptist Hall
Library
The Sun Inn
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall
St.Peters Church

SPECIFIC EVENTS - MAY
Date

01
02
04
07
07
10
10
11
11
13
14
16
17
17
19
20
23
24
25
25
29
29

Time

00:00
19:30
19:30
12:00
15:30
14:30
17:00
09:00
19:30
09:30
10:00
14:00
15:00
19:30
00:00
00:00
19:00
14:00
09:00
10:30
00:00
00:00

Day

Event

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Monday
Monday

May Day Bank Holiday
Local History Group
Village Website Open Meeting and Workshop
Grand Garage, Car Boot, Bike and Bake Sale
Fund Raising Concert
Reading Group
Open Tap Take Over
Rhythm Time Music
Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council
FOHNCL Plant & Book Sale
Classic Car, Bike, Scooter & Vehicle Meet
WI Meeting
Tea and Cake at the Library
Hook Norton Garden Club
Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
Run the Firkin 5!
Hook Norton Knitting Group
Craft & Chatter
Rhythm Time Music
Carry on Learning
Hook Norton Primary School half term holiday
Spring Bank Holiday

Location

Baptist Hall
Brewery Visitor Centre
Primary School
St Peter's Church
Library
Brewery Visitor Centre
School Study Centre
Memorial Hall
Library
The Gate Hangs High
Baptist Hall
Library
Memorial Hall
The Brewery
Baptist Hall
Library
School Study Centre
Baptist Hall

Useful numbers/contacts:
Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give exact location and number on pole if
possible
Power Failure: call free number 105 to check what is happening with your local
provider;
No water: find out what is happening by calling Thames Water on 0800 980
8800.
Electricity SSE: 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457;
UK Power Networks: 0800 169 9970;
Western Power Distribution: 0800 096 3080;
Thames Water: 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899;
Anglian Water: 03457 91 91 55;
County Councillor George Reynolds: george.reynolds@oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Councillor Hugo Brown: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk is the main
contact for Hook Norton, and first port of call for any planning or District Council
issues. Alternatively, contact Cllr Bryn Williams or Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes.
‘Unitary Government for Oxfordshire’: Cherwell District Council, West
Oxfordshire and the City of Oxford remain opposed to Oxfordshire County Council’s
plans to disband the area’s city and District Councils and replace them with a single
unitary authority for all of Oxfordshire.
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